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PREFACE. 



Iir the coarse of the Cabinet Library, it is proposed to gire 
three Tolames apon the Aborigines of North America, to con- 
sist of the present Tolmne, entitled Celebrated Indians of North 
America, with one apon their Manners and Costmns, and^ne 
apon their History. 

The general object of thes» works will be to make the reader 
familiar with the real character aild genins of that remarkable 
and peculiar race of men, which, however divided into varioas 
tribes and nations, are still of one lineage, and were the mas* 
ters of the American continent — ^the lords of the New World, 
in its entire length and breadth — ^when it was discovered by 
Colnmbas. 

There are several reasons why this subject has not been 
well understood. The conquerors and spoilers of America had 
strong motives for first hating, and then defaming, the Abo- 
rigines. Cortex yearned for the wealth of Mexico, and, to 
obtain it, he must slaughter millions of the people, and enslave 
the rest. Having done this, he would naturally seek to jnstiQr 
his conduct to his own conscience and tKe world at large, by 
representing them in the most degrading and revolting colors. 
Pizarro would have the gold and silver of Peru, and, to cover up 
the atrocities he committed in obtaining it, must represent the 
people he betrayed and butchered, as ungodly heathen, whom 
it was not only lawful, but praiseworthy, to sweep from the 
face of the earth. « 
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Z PREFACE. 

Even the more scrapulous settlers of North America, occU' 
pied a position unfavorable to a just judgment of the Indian 
character. They were almost constantly in a state of active 
hostility with the savages, until the Red Man was either driven 
away, or extirpated, or reduced to a state of imbe9ility, degnip 
dation and dependence. The savages were, therefore, ene- 
mies, and how hard is it to judge fairly of those we hate ! 
They were al^o wronged, and we are told that " the most offend- 
ing are the least forgiving." It ^ interesting, yet painful, fo 
note the relentless bitterness of feeling indulged, even by the 
godly pilgrims, toward such a chief as Philip of Mount Hope — 
a savage indeed, and a ruthless enemy, yet a patriot ^d 
statesman, according to his knowledge, whose mighty efforts 
and melancholy fate should have extorted sympathy even from 
a foe. 

And if such was the spirit of our ancestors, it is but natural 
that, as well to express their own feelings, as to make their 
conduct stand fair before the world, they should portray the 
Indians in the most unfavorable light. As they professed to be 
guided by religious motives in all things, they denounced the 
Indians as heathen, and, according to the morality of that 
period, held it to be lawful, nay, meritorious, to slay them, as 
worshippers of idols, and enemies of the true God. It is curi- 
ous to see that, in New England, as well as in Mexico and 
Peru, the ministers of religion, generally, stimulated the sol- 
diers to their work of death, by prayers and exhortations — 
though it must not, indeed, be forgotten that pious missionaries 
were found, in both portions of the continent, to devote them- 
selves to the conversion of the natives by the gentle means of 
persuasion. 

The misrepresentations, proceeding from the early settlers of 
America, dictated as well by a natural feeling of dislike, as by 
a desire to vindicate their harsh proceedings, constitute the 
main sources of history, to which we have been accustomed 
to go for our opmions of the Indians. A deep prejudice has 
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be^ thus engtnclflnd in our mapda, ssd CMs is tenfirmed bf 
our own obsenrfttioii of the present trrfetes — ^wnsfed) djiegenerated 
and bmtalifed, l^eeniact tnnit cirilised ntttt, iHio seems, in 
M» eomfiMrea irifh sarages, general!/, to gyre in exchange 
cnfy Ibs rices, his ^seases, and! fai« erimear. ' 

The diffienkiess in ^ Vay of troth, In respect to this snb- 
jefet, hare not been diminished by the poets and? novefists— who, 
ibr the purpose of effect — of dramatic contrast, or pictnresque 
lights and shadoin— have endowed their *isky heroes and 
heroines with tl» romantic s«itiment of soul, and diversified 
assodfttion of mind, which belong on]f to a refined and loxu- 
nooB state tf soctety. These illusory representations have, 
l»wever, been largely diffused and ^dly cherished by a large 
pBflrt of the rea£ng world, as genuine portraiture? of the Ameri- 
can race. Thus, between the harsh and distorted pictures of 
interested traducers, and the prismatic (Mineations of the sen- 
timentalist, the res^ genius of the Indian has remained either 
obscured, or hidden fhwn the view. 

The di^pos^ion to theorize has been another caus^of mis- 
take and de!usK>n, in respect to the natives of this continent. 
Almost every writer has discussed the subject for the purpose 
of sustaining some cherished hypothesis— of showing that they 
were the descendants of the lost tribe of the Jews, or of Car- 
thaginians who had traversed the Atlantic, or of emigrants 
ftom Asia by way of the Poljmesian islands,' or some other 
sappo^tion equally unreasonable, or insusceptible of demon- 
stration. AM even when no definite scheme was to be made 
out, the natural disposition to interpret the bosoms of others 
by our own, has led historians and ]Mosophers to estimate 
the Indians l^ transatlantic standards of thought; feeling and 
actioii. 

Whatever may have been the beginning of this race, the> 
mxust be regarded, in the main, as an original people — carrying 
with them, doubttesf, the languages of their remote fathers, and 
fidnt firagments of institutions and manners wrecked upon the 
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4 PBBFAGB. 

far-off ocean of the past— ^yet still possessing a mind and 
genius almost wholly their own. To judge such a people by 
the European standards of religioui philosophy and taste, is 
evidently wrong, and likely to lead to false conclusions. Who- 
ever has studied a new language, must have felt that he has 
become acquainted with a new, and before unknown, region of 
thought ; how original, then, and how different from our own, 
must be the mind, soul and character of a people, who have 
grown up by themselves, shaping out, in isolation from all the 
rest of the world, and in utter ignorance of all but themselves^ 
their own manners, customs imd institutions I In analyzing 
such a race, we should study facts — abstain long^om theory, 
and constantly be on our gtuurd against bringing them up to 
be measured by the artificial rules estabUidied in our own 

Yet, despite these various sources of error, the philosophic 
spirit of the present day is making rapid strides towards a^ just 
view of the subject. The labors of Stevens and Catherwood 
have mftde the public familiar with &cts heretofore known 
only to the curious ; and the sketches of Catlin have enabled us 
to see the present tribes of the west, not as the pencil of fancy, 
but as that of truth would portray them. These and other 
circumstances have revived the interest felt in the aborigines 
of this continent, and this is taking place at a period when 
facts, and hot theory, are demanded by the public. TJnder 
influences like these, the time cannot be far remote when the 
means of duly estimating the American race shall be finally 
•btained. 

In the present volume, as before stated, it is our purpose to 
do something towards the diffusion of truth on the subject in 
question, and, at the same time, we wish to direct attention to y 
the true mode of studjring the original Indian character. 
Whether we wish to understand the savage tribes of the nonh| 
or the more civilized nations that once flourished in Mexico 
and Peru, we must take facts, and not fancy, as our guide. 
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LIVES OF CELEBRATED INDIANS. 



MANCO CAPAC, 



Mango Capac, the legislator of the Peruvians and 
the founder of the empire of the Incas, appears to 
have been one of tEe first individuals of the western 
tontinent, whose name has been transmitted to the 
present time, as an eminent and distinguished person- 
age among the primitive Americans. The age hi 
which he flourished, though indicated by the Peru- 
vian accounts, is still not known. The dim and 
uncertain light of tradition is our only guide through 
the darkness of remote ages^ in exploring the history 
of the man who implanted the elements of civiliza- 
tion in the inhabitants of Peru, and taught a horde 
of savages the science of government and the arts 
of more polished life. 

The Peruvian traditions Inform us that about three 
centuries prior tQ the arrival of their Spanish conquer- 
ors, and at a period when the inhabitants of that coun- 
try were still in the rudest and most barbarous state 
of existence, there suddenly appeared on one of the 
islands of the lake Titicaca, two persons, clothed in 
dresses of cotton,, calling themselves the Children ot 
the Sun, and declaring that they were <:ent by their 
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PREFACE. O 

We must always look at them as an isolated people, sepa- 
rated by time and distance from th^ eastern continent ; and 
though we know them to be men, yet we must consider them 
as men cmmoulded by contact with the rest «f the world, for 
centuries — ^perhaps for ages. 

The present volume will at least show the reader one striking 
f^ci — that the anna& of the American Indians are by no 
means destitute of great deeds and heroic characters. Caupo- 
lican, Philip, Tecumseh, and Pontiac, were men of lofty 
genius, and come up to the full measure of any savage 
Briton, Dane, or Saxon, hianded down to us in the proud pages 
of English history. 
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8 MANCO CAPAO. 

Beneficent Parent, ^i^ bebeld with pity Ae mi se n t 
of the human race, to reclaim, instruct and guide 
them. 

Hi&torians have exercised great ingenuity in their 
donjectures who these mjpsterious personages could 
have been ; whether they were natives of Peru, en- 
lightened by their own sagacity, or emigrants from a 
ijegion of America, more civilized, or shipwrecked 
inhabitants of the eastern continent On these points 
the traditions of thn country give us no information. 

These persons were Manco Capac and his wife, 
who was also his sister, named Mama Oello. The 
ttatives flocked around them to learn the import of 
dieir divine mission. The Peruvians had previously 
been accustomed to regard the sun with superstitious 
Reverence, and the strange visitants took advantage 
of this feeling of religious awe, to enforce their in- 
structions. The commands issued by Manco Capac 
were d.eclared to proceed from the glorious luminary 
^f heaven, the visible. deity of the universe. The 
multitude listened, believed, and obeyed. Instructed 
by the heavenly messengers, the wandering savages 
. of Peru renounced their roving and barbarous lifd, 
followed them to the banks of the Apurimac, and 
there, on an uneven plain, encircled by mountains, 
}aid the foundations of the city of Cuzco. 

Having thus fixed a large portion of the population 
(n a permanent residence, and founded that social 
linion, which, by multiplying the desires and com- 
bining the efibrts of the human species, excites in- 
dustry and leads to improvement, Manco instructed 
(he men in agriculture and other useful arts, while 
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MIHCO CAFAC. V 

bis wife taught the women to spa and weare. By 
these means, subsistence became less precarious, and 
life was rendered more comfortable. Manco neit 
turned his attention to the business of legislation. 
By his instructions the rarious relations in priyata 
life were established, and the duties resulting from 
them prescribed with exactness and propriety. Tkua 
barbarous tribes were speedily transfdrmed into a civil- 
ized people, — and the new empire of Peru, thus 
wonderfully established, became a well*goyemed 
community. 

There are many fabulous tales current among the 
Peruvians, in connection with these accounts ; but as 
to the substance of the history they give, confirmed 
as it is by the condition of Peru at the time of its 
discovery, there appears no good reason to doubt* 
Had Solon and Lycurgus dictated their laws to a 
people without letters, and thus without the means 
of recording their actions, they might have passed for 
mythological personages with the sceptics of modem 
days. If little beside the prominent events of Manco 
'Capac's life and- career appi)ar to be han4ed down 
to us, the fact is sufficiently explained, by the remote* 
ness of the age in which he lived, and the absence 
of efiectual means of recording the details of his story. 
Though this renowned ruler may not have been the 
first individual who exercised the authority of a chief 
in Peru, he must be considered as the first real sove» . 
reign of that country, and the founder of the empire 
of the Incas. 

At first, the extent of his dominion! was small. 
The territory of Guzco, during his life-time, did nol 
\ IV.— 2 
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10 VUXGO CAIAO* 

exceed fifty miks sqaare ; but within these narroivr 
limits, he exercised absolute and uneenljrolled aiudMW* 
ity. His subjects, however, had no reaeon W com* 
plain of ,bis sway. Like that great luminary wkieh 
he encouraged l^em to worship^ and from which he 
pretended to deduce his lineage, he was conlmttally 
enjoyed in dispensing Uessings to his subjects, in 
instructing and dftimating them in the eoteieise of 
their natural and moral duties. 

The government he establiiihed, and which pw 
Tailed over the country till the arrival of the Span*^ 
i«ds, was a paternal despotism, founded upon reli« 
giciu The Inca was not merely the head of die 
state, but the messenger of Heaven. His oomnMmdt 
were revered as the oracles of the* divinityr The royai 
race was held to be sacred in the highest degree ; and 
in Of der to prevent contamination by a mixture with 
infurior blood, the sons of M anco Capac married their 
own sisters, and no person was admitted to the throne 
of Peru vdio could not claim it by so pure a descent* 
The race of Capac bore the title of "Children rf 
the Sun," and it was deemed an act of rebellion, as 
well as impiety, to oppose the will of the Inca. His 
authority, therefore, was unlimited, in the full extent 
of the word. The persons of the highest rank in hit 
dominions, humbled with the sense of their natural 
as well as political inferiority, never appeared in hit 
prissence without a burthen on their shoulders, at an 
emUtm of their servitude and of their wtUingnest to 
bear whatever he should think fit to impots npom 
them* Force* was on no occasion necessary to ete« 
ottte his commands : an ofiUcer entrusted with Ihein 
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pigbt pcusfs &om (Hie extr^nity of tke empire to A9 
^thcff i9^thout meeting with the slightest oppo»]j(i«a« 
Qu Exhibiting a fringe of the royal borla^or PeruTiwi 
crown* as a token of authority, the lives and fgrUmee 
of ^ pee{de were at his disposal. 

Political duty being thus enforced by religious reir* 
er^nce, the administration of the government ifw 
m^icopeded by sedition or disaffection ; and there is 
hardly known, in the traditionary history of Peru, 
anything in the nature of a rebellion against tbe 
reigning parince. A power so absolute was not abused 
by t}» posses^r : among the twelve suecessiipie juen- 
aschs* ^om Hanco Capac to Atahualpa, there wfli3 
Upt odae ;tyrant^ 

Wis lure told that the founder of the Peruviwi -em- 
pire enjoyed .a long and hi^py reign, and died ^at 
Gmc^y e^cHiting his subjects to adhere firmly to dt^ 
in^itiajtions which he had bequeathed to them. P^oiti 
^ e¥eau» of his history, thus briefly stated, w<e {may 
:ew% ^m sa general judgment of the ohsuraeter of 
^&i$ cdebnated lawgiver. Manco Capae iwist be 
esteemodV^ne of the great bei^iactors of tbd humtm 
rape, and the onaost enlightened of all the ab<H»gifie^ 
of the western world. He reclaimed a savage peo- 
ple, founded an empire, abolished human saorifieen, 
and establisJaed, perhaps, the purest system of reli- 
gion that human sagacity, unaided by the Ii^t r^A 
re velation^ ha3 ever invented. 

We have already remarked that the isgemuty of 
Ustoiiasie bc^ been exercised in endeavoring to pene- 
trate Ibe mystery which hangs over the erigio of die 
great Pexuviau ben^factc^. If we receitt) the eiurretit 
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tradition as authority, it is obvious that, in order to 
explain these wonderful events, without ^a resort to 
miracles, we must suppose Manco Capac to have been 
a person enlightened by the civilization of the eastern 
continent. It becomes, therefore, at least a plaus« 
ible conjecture, that he was a native of some por« 
tion of Asia, who, at the remote period when emi- 
gration from that quarter of the world to America, 
was common, found his way to the beautiful region 
which he made the seat of his empire. 

With the sagacity of a statesman he penetrated the 
character of the peojde ;' and, guided by the lights of 
Eastern mythology as well as Eastern civilization, 
he adjusted them to the condition of those whom he 
now sought to make his subjects. Taking advantage 
of their predisposition to adore the heavenly bodies, 
he professed to be sent on a divine mission by Pacha- 
kamac, the unknown deity, of whom the sun is a 
visible representation. Having thus gained an as- 
cendency over their minds, he gradually proceeded 
to weave over them the web of government and reli- 
gion. His complete success sufficiently evinces his 
own sagacity and the docility of the people. It is a 
beautiful, but, alas, almost a solitary instance, in which 
a savage nation has been subdued by the gentle arts 
of persuasion ; in which a conqueror has appeared 
widiout arms, seeking dominion, through the instra 
mentality of reason, rather than the sword ; in which 
a despot has left behind him no bloody foot*prints in' 
the path to power ; and is only remembered by the 
gentleness, benignity, and wisdom of his reign and of 
the institutions he established. How moumfiil is the . 
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tB^raghi* ttfat tn empire thus fdtmtte'd' sArotxtd Inmr 
b$en overthrown by a horde of robbers, attended by| 
p^ests bearing the cross of Christ, and acting in thtj 
n^me of a Christian king, and by the authority of! 
oie who professed to be the Keeper of the Keys of; 
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' MAYTA CAPAC, 

The fourth Inca from Manco Capac, is distin 
guished'in Peruvian hiMory for the conquests b) 
which he added to the territories of the empire. On 
coming to the throne, he took the field with an army 
of twelve thousand men, and penetrated into the level 
district of Collao, near the lake Titicaca. The in- 
habitants being of an unwarlike character, and the 
country offering ho obstacles to his march, the con- 
quest was easily effected. Having established his 
authority here, the Inca proceeded to Cacyaviri, a 
district occupied by a scattered population without 
towns. The country was perfectly level, with the 
exception of a single steep and lofty mountain. 
When the petty chieftains understood that it was the 
intention of the Inca to subjugate them, they con- 
structed a fort on this mountain, the men carrying 
stones, and the women turf. Here they all en- 
trenched themselves, with a copious supply of pro- 
visions. The Inca summoned them to surrender, 
but they replied that he might go and conquer other 
nations, as they were resolved not to change their 
manner of life. 

MajTta Capac, finding them proof against all his 
solicitations, prepared to attack the fortress. He 
divided his army into four bodies, and surrounded 
the mountain. The Indians made several sallies, 
but without efifect ; and after they had weakened 
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16 MAYTA CAFAC. 

diemsehes by repeated efibrts, the Inca led his troqm 
on to a general assault, which was pushed with such 
vigor that the besieged began to lose their courage. 
The Curacas, one of;tl>e tyibes, fle^erlediand went over 
to the Inca in a body, marching kirefoot, with halters 
round t^eir necks, and every token of s^bmissfon, 
•aoknowle^gipg that they merited death for presuming 
to oppose the Pescend^t$ of the Sun. The Inca 
received them with affability, saying, "I did not 
come hither to deprive you of your lives or property, 
but ni^er to enrich you, and to teach you to live 
according to the laws of reason and nature, to quit 
your idpls, and adore the Sun as your benefactor and 
/our god." IJe then permitted them to embrace his 
right knee in token of protection, — a remarkable favor, 
as it was sacrilege for any one, not of the imperif^ 
&mUy^ to tpudi the person of the sovereign. 

This act of demency assured the conquest of thq 
renuiining tribes, who all submitted on learning how 
favorably the Curacas had been received. On his 
maxck back to Cuzco, Mayta Capac made other con- 
quests toward the west There was in bis route a 
nation that used poisoned weapons in warfare : the 
poison did not ki^, but caused a perpetual torture which 
continued ibr life, llie Inca totally abolished this 
ravage custom, ordering that every man found guilty 
of practising it should be burnt alive. 

In one of his m^xches toward the wes^ he found 
it necessary to cross the river -^puiimac. iPor this 
IMirpoge he constructed a suspension bridge of withes 
tiristed together into five cables as thick as a man '3 
M<Y^ ^^ ^^^P stretched across the river six hun- 
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dred feet in length, hanging high in the )air. The 
whole army, accompanied with droves of domestic 
animals, passed over it in safety. Bridges of this 
kind are at this day common in South America. 

Wheh he captured the town of Tiahuanaca, near 
the lake Ghucuytu, he found there a large pyramid* 
having a foundation of immense masses of stone, sus? 
taining terraces of earth. Near it were two gigantic 
statues of stone, with garments reaching to the 
ground, and caps on their heads; they appeared 
much 4efaced hy tii^e. There was also a long wall, 
built of immensely large stones, which excited the 
astonishment of the Peruvians, as there were neither 
quarries nor rocks in the neighborhood. In another 
place were many extraordinary buildings ; some of 
which contained stones thirty feet long, fifteen feet 
wide, and six feet thick. The walls of these build* 
ings were covered with sculptures. The Indians 
knew nothing of the origin of these structures. 

Mayta Gapac was one of the greatest of the Peru- 
vian conquerors ; the acquisitions which he made to 
the empire were permanent, and he appears to have 
accomplished the great object of his reign, — ^the exten- 
sion of the arts, sciences, civilization, and religion of 
Peru. He died at Cuzco, in the height of his glory, 
and was succeeded by his son, Capac Tupanaqui. 
B 
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' SoK of Tmpac Yupanaqui, vm» &e twelAh laca of 
Peru. On bis aocesston to the throne, he iset out on 
a tour to visit bis dominioi^, and was ererywhere 
honored ivi& triumphal arches and ways strewed 
with Sowers. While thus prosecuting his journey, 
the birth of a son was announced to him, on which 
he instantly retomed to Cuzco. Twenty days were 
spent tn festivity ; and the Inca, wishing to signalize 
the day on which h» first-bom son was to receive his 
name, by an act of ancommon magnificence, ordered 
the constaruction of the famous golden chain, seven 
hundred feet bn length, and as thick as a man's wrist. 
bi two 3rear8' the chain was finished, and the festival 
comn^nced. The dancers, ^ho consisted of all the 
royal princes and chief personages at court, instead of 
joining hands, as was customary, took hold of this 
chain, and executed a solemn measure, singing a 
hymn which had been composed f6r the occasion. 
TMs chain Was the richest piece of jeWelry of which 
^e history of Peru gives any account. It probably 
i^sts at this day in some undiscovered sj^dt, as the 
Indians secreted it when th^ Spaniards b^gan th)^ir 
iTftftem of plunder, and those who knew thie plac<^ 
probably all fell in the massacred which fbllbwed. 

Huayna Capac extended the empire beyond the 
limits of his father's vicftoties. He conquered Turn- 
bez, and erected in that city a strong fortress, a tem- 
ple of the BUh, and a house for the chosen vrrVms. 
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Marching against the kingdom of Quito, he founa 
his progress impeded hy the roughness oJf the coun- 
try. When he had conquered that territory, a road 
was constructed, uniting the twp gapltalt, which de- 
serves to be considered one of the wonders of the 
world. It was fifbeen hundred miles in length, pass- 
ing over mountains^, and across valleys, and through 
every variety of country. Rocks were levelled, val- 
leys filled up, and storehouses and buildings of vari* 
ous sorts erected along the whole extent. During 
the wars with the Spaniards, this road was in a great 
measure destroyed, in order to render the passes ats 
difficult as possible. " We found," says Humboldt^ 
" at heights surpassing that of the Peak of Teneriffe, 
the magnificent remains of the road constructed by 
the Incas. This road, paved with freestone, may be 
compared with the finest Boman roads I have seen 
in Italy, France, or Spain," On the lAea*s second 
visit to Quito, another road was constructed through* 
the level, country, marked out by posts, over ihe sand» 
and other tracts levelled for that purpose, Whea 
the Inca travelled, these highways were strewed with, 
branches and fipwers. 

Huayna Capac ci^rried on many war^ with the' 
barbarous tribes that surrounded the Peruvian em* 
pire, generally with full success. While he was* 
reposing himself in one of his magnificent palaces 
at Tumipampa, a messenger brought intelligence that 
some extraordinary men, such as had never before 
been seen, had landed on the coast. The Inca was 
mucl^ alarmed at this account, as an ancient oracle^ 
had foretold the destruction of the empire by a nation' 
of strangers of this description. Th^ Peruvian }iifl«r 
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portentous tokens, about this time, announced tliie 
approaching calamities. Three years before the arri- 
tal of the Spaniards, during the celebration of i\^ 
least of the sun, at Cuzco, a large eagle had been 
pursued by a number of smaller birds, and wounded 
^y them so severely that he fell in the great square 
ff Cuzco, where he died. The augurs deckrett 
4bat this was a pmsage of the fuJn of the state, and 
fie extinction ' of their religion. This prodigy was 
iDllowed by earthquakes, which threw down high 

Iountains,'and forced the sea out of its usual limits, 
ppalling fiTtories were circulated of blazing stars seen 
fti the skr, and the moon appearing as if surrounded 
#ith bloody rings. The Inca was so terrified by these 
portents, that he suspended his hostile expeditions, and 
olaced his ariny in garrisons in different parts of the 
empire. , » 

Being on a Tislt to Quito, he indulged himself in 
bathing in the lake ; hut he had scarcely come out 
df the water ,Vhen he was seijzed with a violent fit of 
fbivering, which was folldwed by a burning fever. 
He was at this time in an unusual degree of alarm 
fjrom two occurrences, in addition to the above-men- 
doned prognostics. A «QP9et, of- a green color, had 
i^iade its appearance, and his house had been struc^ 
by lightning. Overwhelmed with superstitious terrot, 
he adopted the conviction that his disease would pro^iB 
ihortal. Such a belief usually fulfils its own predic- 
tion ; and, accordingly, he expired at Quito, after h 
Aort illness, in the year 1529, and in the forty-second 
feai a£ hii xeigu. 
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Atahitalfa, sometimes called Atabalipa, the Iocs 
rf Peru at. the period of the invasion of that country 
by the Spaniards, has gained a place in history, less 
Dy his heroic qualities than by his calamitous fate. 
The goTemment of Peru was mild and paternal in 
its administration, but absolute in form. In no part 
of tl» world was despotism more complete. The 
hieas, as we have stated, were supposed to be the 
offipring of the sun,— the chief ol^ect of worship 
among the PeruYians,-*-end in consequence were not 
<miy obeyed as sovereigns, but reverenced as divini- 
ties. Their authority was unlimited and ^ absolute; 
their persons were held to be sacred, and their blood 
was never allowed to be contaminated hy intermar- 
riage with the people. The royal family, thus separa- 
ted from the rest of the nation, were farther distin- 
guished by peculiarities of dress and ornaments which 
it was unlawful for others to assume. Tet die last 
of this iUustriotts line was doomed to die like a com- 
mon male&ctor. 

The inca, Huayna Gapac, was a prince equially dis- 
tinguished by the civil virtues peculiar to his race 
and by his martial talents. He subjected by his arms 
die kingdom of Quito, thereby nearly doubling the 
esztent of the Peruvian empire. Two sons were bom 
to him, Huascar and Atahualpa. Either from consid* 
erations of policy, or from a wishto gratify equally 
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both of his children, he made no attempt pennanently 
to' consolidate his empire, but at his death bequeathed 
to Huascar, the elder son, the kingdom of Cuzco, and 
to Atahualpa thfit p( Quitf ;; api arrangement most 
unfortunate for the Peruvians, and one which led the 
ivaytOilkeijr ape^f sul(|ugation by the SpaoiAr49#. 

K Huaiyna CapiC made this diTisioa o| the «m]^if» 
fitom QiotiTes of policy i,the. event showed thaf he pof^ 
seased lit^te fixiesigbt as a stiB^tesamtiv The meMtisa 
was cQllaid^rBd ujtterly at varisnoe with the esti^ 
lished ]»axims of government.; and na sooner was ife 
known at Guxco, than it excited gencmlv disgust 
among the people^ Huascar, and>iti<Mi^ of individiMt 
sway ia Pbxu, a^d encouraged by theae mnnnsim and) 
the chftfgeiOf jUegitimacy made a^iaat hit brelberi 
Atahualpa^ formally summoned him to lay down him 
authority atid submit to him as a. sovereign. Maiey 
of AtcdittAlpja's. retainers deserted him, and jpmmh 
Huaaeaii. This; however, produced little efiect upmir 
the fonnei^ who was at die head <^ the mnitb^dji 
of the Peruvian forces*^ These troops his had tl^f 
addreaa to> confirm in hta interest, andy<by ten^^ 
rizitigt he eluded the demand of Hvasoar till he faimdi 
himself iit.a condition, to take the.fidd against, hinu 
A civil war immediately ensued. 

The fivf t battle was fought at Ajnbotd^ T&e rrval 
somreigiis.were not.in the field Atoco conmandei 
the txoopa. of i Huascar, and Ghaliqukhiamfr those oC 
Atohualpa* After • bloody conflicts in^M^ikltaixteeft 
thousand men, were kille^rthe foioea ef Huascar weie 
defeated ; Atoee wts made pcisenen ^a^ pu^ todsadi 
in cold blood i the .conquering general made a driidc* 
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ifig cup of his skull, and ornamented it with gold, it 
b thus that civil dissensions, in all ages and all coun- 
tries, have augmented the common barbarities of war. 

This victory strengthened the party ai Atahualpa* 
vvho inmiediately received the submission of several 
provindes. He is charged with having exercised 
atrocious cruelties towards those of his enemies who 
fell into his hands ; but the narrations of the Spanish 
historians are to be received with mispicion in these 
matters, as they were under a strong temptation to 
l^ken the character of a person whom their country- 
men treated with such wanton injustice and cruelty. 

Atahualpa now took upon himself the title of Inca 
of the whole empire, and was crowned at Tomebamba. 
Huascar, in the meantime, had recruited his shattered 
forces, and now advanced to meet his rival. Each 
army consisted of about eighty thousand meti. In 
ike province of Paltas, a general action was fought, 
wUdi ended in the complete overthrow of Huascar. 
Forty thousand men are said to have hJkn. Huascar 
wees token prisoner and confined in the tower of 
CHizoo. The supremacy of A^hualpa was now fully 
estaMished. 

But while the conqueror exulted in his success, a 
more extraordinary danger threatened him. In the 
northern part of his empire, appeared siiidenly a 
band of strangers Ifrom an unknown part of the 
world ; men who were represented as of fierce tispeet, 
WMideiful strength, irresistible courage, «id armed 
with weapons which seemed to rhal die fightnings 
of heaven. These were the ^aniards, led by Pizarro, 
who, in 1531, landed in thi Bblj 6i St. Matthew, wiA 
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a force of one hundred and forty-four foot soldiers 
and thirty-six horsemen. This insignificant army 
made a hostile invasion into an empire containing 
several millions of inhabitants. The thirst for gold 
had led them through every degree of fatigue and 
peril on this expedition, and the event showed that 
avarice can prompt mankind to deeds of bravery not 
surpassed by those which spring from love of country, 
the desire for fame, and other motives equally honor- 
able to human nature. 

The capital of the province of Coaque was the 
first considerable town visited by the invaders. It 
contained much treasure in gold, silver and jewels, 
" which," says the Spanish historian, Herrera, with 
great simplicity, "the natives had time enough to 
secure, if they had thought fit ; but as they had done 
no harm to the strangers, they never imagined they 
would hurt them, but supposed they should all have 
a merry time together ! "- The town was immediately 
plundered ; the inhabitants fled to the mountains, and 
the Spaniards, with their rapacity stimulated by a 
rich booty so easily obtained, continued their n\arck 
to the south. Town after town was taken and pil- 
laged, new spoils only increasing the thirst of the 
invaders for more. A reinforcement of sixty men 
increased their army ; and the unwarlike Peruvians, 
terrified by the fire-arms, the war-horses, the spears 
and the swords of the Spaniards, fled everywhere 
before them. At St. Michael, on the river Piura, 
where Pizarro halted some time, on his march, to 
establish a colony, he first heard of the civil \irar hy 
which the empire was dieh distracted. 
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Had Peru been at peace on the arrival of jthe 
Spaniards, there could have been little chance for 
success on the part of the invaders. Even the vast 
superiority of their arms, courage, skill and discipline, 
would have been insufficient to sustain them against 
the overpowering numbers of the Peruvian armies. 
Atahualpa did not succeed in conquering his rival till 
the Spaniards had made considerable progress in the 
country, and the panic occasioned by their appearance 
and exploits had made a serious impression upon the 
people. Pizarro had not been slow to perceive the 
importance of the conjuncture during which he had 
arrived in the empire. He pushed forward, with all 
possible rapidity, towards Caxamalca, where Atahu- 
alpa was encamped with a considerable army. The 
Peruvian chief, hearing of his approach, sent a mes- 
senger with a present and an ofier of his alliance. 
Pizarro accepted the present, declared his willingness 
(0 assist Atahualpa against his brother Huascar, and 
continued his. march. 

Atahualpa would willingly have crushed the inva- 
ders at a single blow, but it was now too late. Such 
terror had been inspired by the arms and equipments 
of the Spaniards, that the Peruvian troops showed an 
unwillingness to march against assailants who were 
believed to be invincible. Atahualpa, timid and irres- 
olute at the approach of his new enemies, had not 
the firmness to take any decided step to oppose their 
march. He even suffered himself to be imposed upon 
by Pizarro*s assurances of friendship, and allowed the 
Spaniards to penetrate into the country, without oppo- 
sition, toward the mountains which encompass the 
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low country of Peru, and to pass unobstrueted thooi^h 
ft defile so narrow and diificult of passage, Ihfti a 
handful of men might have disfended it agakut ft 
numerous array. 

Having gained this important pointy Fizairo haltei 
his men and took possession of a> fortress n^ich tomr 
manded the pass. Atahualpa aeot anotb^ embftssy, 
tc which the Spaniard repUed by aai evasiire and 
ambiguous statement of his pac^c intentions. The 
Peruvian chief continued to load the sirangers with 
presents, which only betrayed the feaes of die doiior 
and stimulated anew the avarice of his visitors. Aia^ 
hualpa suffered them to advance and taice poesessioa 
of the town of Caxamalca, a league from his own 
camp. The timidity and irresolulion of this priaee; 
were strongly contrasted with the bolclaess and deci"* 
sion of the Spanish chieftain. Without hesitatioiH 
he formed a design to seize upon ibe person of diei 
Bica, and, by that event, to acquire the means as well 
as a pretext for his scheme of unlimked usurpation^ 
conquest and plunder. Never before wasr exhibked 
such a combination of perfidy, rapaetty and emelty^ 
as appears in the accomplishmenl of Pkourro's audft* 
cious project. 

He marched into Caxsonalca towards evening, and 
quartered his troops in a large court situaled between 
the royal palace and a temple of the sun ; the court* 
as well as the buildings, being surrounded l^ a strong 
wall. From this spot he despatched an embassy to 
the Inca, requesting an interview. On reaching thv 
camp, the messengers found the Peruvian army drawxk 
up to receive them. The Peruvians gazed with astern* 
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bhment at the strangers, who increased their amaze* 
ment by putting their horses to the spur, vaulting, 
plunging and curvetting with such agility, that the 
simple natives imagined the steed and the rider to 
be one animal. The Spaniards werei hardly less 
astonished with the novelty and magnificence of the 
display on the part of the Peruvians ; the barbaric 
pomp and stateliness of the Inca ; the golden orna- 
ments which adorned him and his attendants; the 
&ntastic dress and strange weapons of the troops; and 
the multitude of gold and silver utensils arranged for a 
feast ; which all combined to form a spectacle of fairy 
splendor and opulence, such as no European of that 
age had ever beheld. 

After some minutes had been passed in gazing at 
each other in mutual wonder, the Spaniards ap- 
proached the golden throne on which Atahualpa was 
seated. The Inca rose, gave them a respectful greet- 
ing, and welcomed them to his dominions. A feast 
was served up, and both parties drank peace and 
friendship to* each other, at the moment when the 
perfidious Spaniards were anticipating, soon after. 
the horrid scene of plunder and butchery that ensued . 
Atahualpa, deceived by this show of amity on the 
part of his guests, promised to pay them a visit on 
the following day. Pizarro, overjoyed to find the 
Inca had so unsuspiciously fallen into the snare he 
had laid, instantly made his arrangements for the 
treacherous scheme he meditated. He harangued 
his soldiers, expatiated on the boundless wealth now 
within their reach, and animated them by the power- 
fill incentives of avarice and glory, to execute his 

\ 
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audacious design without feaXt acruple» or heeitatloM. 
Liule was wanting to sdmulate theift i» tk« deei ; 
the Peruvian gold had kindled the insatiate tUisl <lf 
aTarice in their souls* and no man's consckwee 
appeals to have asked him if the d^ed lo he done 
was just. 

The preparations w«re speediljf made. The cav- 
alry were divided into four squadroK^to act whh 
more celerity; the musketeers were posted i» a 
tower of the palace, from whence they might fit^ 
securely upon the defenceless multitude ; fifteen ch0> 
son men» with spears^ were appointed as Pixano^ 
body-guard, to assist him in the hazardous servie^ 
which he designed for himself; \b» artiUery, consk^ 
ing of two field-pieces, and the eieesbowmen, were 
stationed opposite the avenue by which Atahualpa 
Was to apjKToach ; the rest of the infantry were drttWQ 
up in a separate body, and the whole force weie 
ordered takeep within the square and await the pre* 
concerted signals. 

With the dawn of day, the Peruvian camp was 
perceived to be in motion ; but as the Inoa was deaip* 
Oius of appearing wit^ the greatest possiUe splendev 
before his guests, the preparations for the march Wcia 
so numerous that the morning was far spent befara 
the procession began to move from the camp. Thia 
delay, and the slow solemnity with which the Unareb 
was conducted, caused the liveliest inquietude in tht 
breast of the treacherous Pizarro, who began to have 
strong misgivings lest his perfidy was diseoveved, or 
at least suspected. He saw the magnificent train of 
Peruvians at a dis^ncQ, glittering with gold aud 
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stiver m the morning sun ; the brilliant prize seemed 
to be snatched from before his eyes at the instant 
when he believed it within his grasp. A single gleam 
of suspicion in the mind of the deluded loca, and all 
the dreams of gloating avarice would be dissipated ii^ 
a moment. But the destiny of the unfortunate Atahu- 
alpa was decreed. Stimulated by new messages and 
assurances of friendship from the treacherous an^ 
impatient Spaniard, he hastened his march, and at 
length approached the Spanish quarters. 

Atahualpa was preceded by four hundred meny 
covered with plates of gold and silver ahd precious 
stones. He was carried on a throne of burnished 
gold, adorned with plumes of various colors. Next 
followed the principal officers'of statje, borne, like their 
master, on the shoulders of his principal attendants. 
These wene followed by bands of singers and dancers, 
and the whole plaia was covered with troops to the 
number of thirty thousand men. , 

The Spanish historian, Herrera, in order to palliate 
the atrocious condupt of Pizarro, affects to believe that 
Atahualpa meditated a treacherous attack upon the 
Spaniards. In proof of this, he relates several cir- 
cumstances, which, however, are contradictory to each 
other and to common sense. Atahualpa marched 
into the enclosure of the Spaniards without the least 
Suspicion, and halted with his chief attendants, in the 
great square. 

A religious farce had been projected by the Span- 
iards, as an introduction to their work of treachery. 
As soon as the Inca had taken his post in the squarOi 
a friar, named Valverde, chaplain to the expeditieni 
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advanced to the throne, with a crucifix and a Wviaify 
and began^ a formal homiily, explaining to the Paiv^ 
Tian sovereign the history of the creation of tbt 
worlds the fall of man, the doctrine of the incarm^ 
tion, the resurrection of Jes^s Christ, the appointment 
of St, Peter as pod's vicegerent on earth, the inbcorif- 
tance of his authority by the popes of Rome, &c. ; in 
short, a summary of the Bible history and of the Catb^ 
olic religion. He then informed him that the pope 
had given the whole western continent to the king 
of Spain, in consequence of which, Atahualpa was 
required to submit to Charles V», as his lawful sove* 
reign, on pain of the most speedy and terrible ven- 
geance which that monarch could inflict upon him. 
« A demand so extravagant and absurd, was rendered 
still more revolting by the imperfect inanner in which 
it was signified to the Inca by the 'interpreter. It is 
not surprising, therefore, that he listened to it with 
feelings of indignation and scorn. The barbarian 
chief, howev^, preserved his temper, and replied with 
coolnessj ** I should be happy to be the friend of tha 
king of Spain, who has sufiiciently displayed his 
power by sending armies into countries so distant; 
but I disdain to be his vassal. I owe no tribate to 
any mortal potentate, and know no man superior in 
authority to myself. A foreign priest has no right to 
give away my dominions. As to changing mj relh* 
gion, which you request me to do, it would be both 
foolish and impious in me to abandbn the worship 
transmitted to me by my ancestors, until I am conr 
vinced that it is false and yours true. You worship a 
God who died on a tree. For my part» I adoie thft 
f IV.— 4 
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Sun, who never dies. As to the story of the creation 
and the fall of the first man, where did you learn 
things which happened so long ago?" Here Val- 
verde interrupted him by replying, in an arrogant tone, 
holding up his breviary, " In this book ! " The Inca 
seized the volume, examined it attentively, turned 
over the leaves, and put it to his ear. " This," said 
he, with a disdainful smile, " tells me nothing ;" and 
contemptuously threw it on the ground. Herrera 
asserts that he heightened the insult by requesting 
Pizarro to return the gold and silver of which he had 
robbed the Peruvians. 

Without doubt every circumstance of this interview 
liad been foreseen, and the last act of the Inca was 
waited for as a signal for the massacre. No sooneir 
had the book touched the ground, than the infuriated 
monk cried out, " Vengeance ! my countrymen, ven- 
geance! Christians! the gospel is insulted! Kill 
these impious dogs, who trample under foot the law 
of God ! " Pizarro gave the signal, by waving a 
white handkerchief, and the massacre began. From 
all parts, the cannon and muskets were fired, the 
drums boat, and the trumpets sounded. The cavalry 
rushed upon the astounded Peruvians, who, deeming 
themselves in perfect safety, had crowded within the 
enclosure to the number of eight thousand men. Not 
the slightest attempt at resistance was made by the 
timid natives, who thought of nothing but flight. 
The Spaniards, with unrelenting barbarity, made the 
most terrible slaughter among the defenceless fugi- 
tives. Pizarro, at the beginning of the onset, rushed 
with his chosen band upon the Inca, and, after massa- 
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ding the nobles who surrounded him, seized him bj* 
the arm, dragged him from his throne, and carried 
him off, a prisoner, to his own quarters. 

The consternation of the Peruvians was inexpres- 
sible. In every quarter they fled with precipitation ; 
yet the Spaniards, firom a savage thirst of blood, con- 
tinued to pursue and slaughter the trembling fugitives 
with unabated ferocity. Yalverde, during the whole 
massacre, ran up and down among the soldiers, ani? 
mating them to bloodshed, and exhorting them to 
strike the infidels, " not with the edge of the sword, 
but with the point.*' The carnage lasted till the ^lose 
of the day, and would have continued longer, had not 
a heavy shower of rain put an end to the horrible 
scene. Four thousand of the Peruvians were killed ; 
the wounded were not counted. Not a single Span- 
iard fell, nor was any one wounded except Pizarro, 
who received a trifling hurt in the hand. 

From bloodshed the conquerors proceeded to pil- 
lage. Gold, silver, jewels, fine garments, and other 
valuable commodities lay before them in every quar- 
ter. The booty collected by them was immense, and 
&r surpassed even their own immoderate expectations. 
They were so transported with this sudden acquisi- 
tion of enormous wealth, that, without the sligh:est 
remorse for the horrible and unprovoked cruelties 
t1^ had exercised upon the simple and confiding 
natives, they gave themselves up to the most extrav- 
agant manifestations of joy, with rioting, drunkenness* 
and debauchery. It is difficult to concave that these 
men were Castilians, a race distinguished for mag^ 
nanimity, probity, and chivalrous honor ; but there im 
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nd perversion of the heart -which may not he aecont- 
iplithed by the pernicious thirst of gold. 

The unhappy Atahualpa, thus precipitated frotn the 
pkmacle of grandeur to the lowest depths of misery, 
coold hardly believe these occurrences real ; all ap- 
peared to him but a bewildering dream. As the sad 
reality became evident to his mind, he sunk into 
a profound melancholy. Firmness and elasticity of 
jnind appear to have formed no part of his character 
nor are we to be surprised that he should han 
been overwhelmed by a catastrophe which seemed tr 
be brought about by the exercise of a supematund 
power. The Peruvians were inconsolable, believing 
at ^rst that their sovereign was slain ; but learning, 
presently, that he was only a prisoner, they flocked 
in crowds to Caxamaka, to attend him in his confine- 
ment and console him in his affliction. Nothing 
could be more moving than the fidelity with which 
ibey attended llie captive monarch, anci the amiable 
assiduity they displayed in their attempts to soothe 
his grief and pour comfort into his wounded heart. 
But their consolations were inefiectual. The hyp(^ 
critical Pizarro, fearing that his victim would pine 
away and die of sorrow, by which means he should be 
deprived of all the advantages he enjoyed in-the pos- 
session of his pereon, endeavored to encourage him 
by professions of friendship and formal testimonies 
(rf* reject. These unmeahing manifeslatiens, whieh 
were only so many insults to a person whom he had 
basely betrayed, had no effect in deceiving the Inea« 
who had now become apprized of the perfidiotts 
, character of the Spaniards. He repb'ed simply with 
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a request that his wires and children might be pro- 
tected. . 

In the first moments of surprise and consterna- 
tion that followed his imprisonment, the wretched 
Atahualpa was at a loss to determine the motlvQ 
which had induced the Spaniards to leave their own 
country upon so distant and perilous an expedition. 
The conversion of the Peruvians to Christianity, ap* 
peared to him little more than a pretence. It was not 
long before the sagacity of the Inca discovered that 
the love of gold was the ruling passion of the con- 
querors, and he did not delay turning this to account, 
with a view to the recovery of his liberty. He opened 
a negotiation with Pizarro for his ransom, and offered 
to fill his apartment, which was twenty-two feet long 
and sixteen wide, with vessels of gold as high as he 
could reach. The avaricious Spaniard caught eager- 
ly at the proposal, and a line wa^ drawn upon the 
wall to mark the measure. Atahualpa despatched 
his officers to Cuzco, Quito, and other places where 
gold had been amassed in great quantities. His 
orders were obeyed with the greatest alacrity. Trans- 
ported with the hopes of obtaining the liberty of 
their sovereign, the generous and loyal Peruvians 
permitted their palaces, their temples, and their pri- 
vate dwellings to be stripped of their wealth and 
ornaments, and thus to gratify the insatiate cupidity 
of their treacherous invaders. Meanwhile the Span- 
iards remained at Caxamalca, without any hostile 
spirit bein^ manifested toward them by the inhabitants. 

Atahualpa, in distrust of his crafty and perfidious 
enemies, had taken the precaution to stipulate that 
4* 

• 
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the golden yes3el8 should not be b^olcen up ^r y^i . 
out of shape, to increase their quantity in the mea^- 
utement. This agreement was observed by the Span- 
iards with their usual faith : the gold was melted, 9.nd 
the unfortunate prince, after havij]Lg been robbed pf 
his liberty, was cheated in his ransom, Gpld enough* 
however, was collected to fulfil the stipulation, even 
on' these unfair terms. The value of the treasujre 
amounted to nearly two million of dollars. 

While this affair was in progress, a party of Span- 
iards had penetrated to Cuzco, where Huascar had 
been kept in confinement. The captive prince re- 
lated his story to the Spaniards, and dwelt at great 
length on the wrongs he had endured. He solicited 
them to embrace his cause against Atahualpa, and 
promised them, as a recompense, a quantity of treas- 
ure vastly greater than what they were to receive 
from Atahualpa. Intelligence of this intrigue being 
conveyed to Caxamalca, the iaca was thrown into 
great alarm. He well knew that the prospect of sur 
perior gain would induce the greedy Spaniards at 
once to violate their engagements with him, and that 
he, therefore, stood on the brink of ruin. He saw that 
his life would immediately be sacrificed, should the 
proposal of Huascar be received with approbation, and 
he resolved to save himself by putting his brother tO" 
death. His order to this effect was executed with 
scrupulous punctuality. Having now paid his i&n- 
8€»n, and removed what appeared to be the only 
obstacle in the way of his enlargement, he demande4 
to be set at liberty. 

But as it cost the Spaniards no scruple to imprison 
and rob the Inca by the most flagrant treachery, it 
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could cost th%m none to take his life. Pizarro, indeed, 
never designed to set him at liberty ; the Pieruvians 
wonld have flocked to the standard of theit sovereign, 
and the whole country would have risen against the 
cruel invaders. The release of Atahualpa was there- 
fore delayed, on various pretexts, from day to day, tilf 
a mutual distrust arose between the prince and the 
Spanish chief. It was not long before the custody 
of the illustrious captive began to prove irksome to 
Pizarro, who had not the talents and address to acquire 
any strong influence over the Peruvians by holding 
their sovereign in imprisonment, as had been done^ 
in the case of Montezuma and the Mexicans, by Cor- 
tez. 

Almagro had now arrived in Peru with a reinforce- 
ment. His soldiers, on account of a dispute as to the 
distribution of Atahualpa*s raJ^^om, began to clamoi 
for the Inca's death, that all the adventurers in Peru 
might be placed on an equal fppting. Rumors were 
in circulation that forces had assembled in different 
parts of the empire with hostile purposes* It was 
suspected that orders from Atahualpa had caused 
these movements, and the Spaniards grew uneasy in 
the apprehension of an attack. These fears^ were 
augmented by an artful Indian, Philippillo, of Tum- 
bez, whom the Spaniards employed as an interpreter. 
This person had been Smitten with the charms of one 
of the wives of Atahualpa, and did not scruple to 
intrigue for the death of the Inca, that no obstacle 
might exist in the way of his passion. 

The catastrophe was hastened by a singular inci« 
dent. Atahualpa, during his imprisonment, held fre- 
quent intercourse with the Spanish officers^ many of 
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whom were men of education and intelligence. His 
natural sagacity led him to converse upon the Euro- 
pean arts, particularly that of reading and writing, 
which strongly excited his admiration. He was un- 
able at first to understand whether this was an inhe- 
rent or an acquired faculty in the Spaniards ; and, to 
satisfy himself, procured one of his guards to write 
the name of God on his thumb nail. This he desired 
several of the soldiers, in succession, to read, which 
they all did correctly, to his great amazement. But 
at length Pizarro entered his room, and was requested 
by the Inca to read his thumb. The illiterate soldier 
blushed with confusion, and was obliged to confess 
his ignorance of the art. Atahualpa, whose discern- 
ment had before remarked the contrast between the 
rude manners of the Spanish commander and the 
more polished demeaiw of his officers, instantly set 
him down for a meanTfnd ill-bred person. His nat- 
ural frankness of behavior displaying his thoughts 
too openly, Pizarro could not fail to see that he had 
become ^e object of a barbarian's scorn. He was 
stung with mortification at this circumstance, and re- 
solved on the destruction of his victim. Strange con- 
tradiction in the human character ! The man, who 
could betray, oppress, rob, and butcher his fellow- 
creatures without a sentiment of Ishame or a pang of 
•remorse, was stimulated to the most vindictive pas- 
sion by losing the respect of a barbarian ! 

The mockery of a trial was projected, in order to 
cover the intended murder with the forms of justice. 
Pizarro, Almagro, and two others, then appointed 
themselves judges with full powers, and the Inca of 
Peru was formally indicted before this strange court. 
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He was charged with usurpation, idolatry, polygamy, 
emhezzlement of the royal treasures, which now he- 
longed to the Spaniards, and seditious designs against 
the conquerors. It is hardly necessary to say that the 
Inca was found guilty, and condemned to he burnt 
a-ive. Though he was prepared for almost- any 
degree of injustice, treachery and cruelty, at the hands 
of his enemies, yet a proceeding so monstrous a& 
this, excited his astonishment. After depriving him 
of his treasures, his throne and his liherty, he could 
not imagine what profit the conqueror could find 
in taking his life. He hurst into tears when his 
cruel fate was announced to him, begged for his 
life, and entreated that he might be sent to Spain 
and allowed to plead his cause before the king. 
But pity never touched the stem heart of Pizarro. 
He was deaf to all the supplications of the unfortu- 
nate monarch, and ordered him to be led instantly to 
execution. An attempt was made by the priest Val- 
verde to convert him to Christianity, during the brief 
space that elapsed between his condemnation and his 
death, by ofiering to mitigate his punishment ; and 
the wretched Atahualpa, to escape the torture of being 
burnt alive, consented to receive baptism, and was 
then strangled at the stake ! 

Such was the calamitous^ end of the last reigning 
Inca of Peru, the victim of a series of treacher- 
ies and cruelties that disgrace the Spanish name. 
" There is no need," says a Peruvian author, " to utte» 
invectives against his murderers; they all speedily 
got their deserts." The robbers quarrelled over their 
booty, and fell, one after another, by massacre and 
assassination ! 
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Gaupolican, a chief of the Araucanians, the abori- 
ginal inhabitants of Chili, is no less distinguished for 
his martial deeds than for the renown which the 
Castilian muse has conferred upon his name. The 
genius of Ercilla, as well as that of Lope de Vega, 
has been exercised in celebrating his patriotism, and 
the military exploits by which the Spanish invaders 
were taught to respect and fear the prowess of the 
native Americans. 

The Araucanians were and are still, the most 
brave, resolute and^ warlike of all the South Ameri- 
can Indian tribes. The Spanish invaders, who served 
in the wars in the Netherlands, and afterwards fought 
with the natives of Chili, named this country the 
" Araucanian Flanders," or the Invincible State. It 
well deserved the name : the intrepid and persevering 
natives nave miamtamed their independence to the 
present day, and the wars which they have succes- 
sively carried on against the Spaniards, have been 
signalized by deeds of valor and skill, which would 
have conferred honor upon the most martial nation in 
the old world. It is in the year 1553, when the terri- 
tory of the Araucanians was invaded by Valdivia, 
that we find the first mention of Caupolican. 

The Spaniards had penetrated far into Chili, and 
although several times defeated by the natives, they 
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built a number of fortresses, and being assisted by 
reinforcements, seemed to have secured a firm footing 
in the country. Lincoyan, the Araucanian toqui^ or 
general, had, by his misconduct, occasioned some dis- 
asters, and the afliirs of the tvar tiegan to wear a 
threatening aspect. In this emergency, an old chief, 
named Colocolo, quitting the Retirement into whifeh 
he had voluntarily withdrawn kimself, traversed the 
country on ii patriotic mission, to aroui^e anew the 
courage of the people, which had been rendered torpid 
by their misfortunes. He set before them the condi- 
tion of their affairs, and pointed out the necessity of 
selecting a new general. His counsel prevailed ; the 
JJlmenSf or subordinate chiefs of the districts, assem- 
bled, according to custom, in a meadow, and, affter the 
usual feast, proceeded to consult "upon the election. 
Giredt Competition arose for the honor of the com* 
mand, and the dispute ran so high, that the angry 
rivals ^ere about to resort to their weapons, when 
they were checked by the venerable Colocolo, who, 
by a well-timed and forcjjble address, so far pacified 
them, that all with one accord siibmitted the appoint'^ 
ment to his choice. He named, without hesitation, 
Caupolican, the Ulfnen of Pilmayquen, a district of 
Tucapel. 

Don Alpnzo de Ercilk, a soldier of the invircRft|f 
army, wrote a long epic poem, called the Ataiidahia, 
in which the events of this War are minutely rie- 
lated. He composed it during his campaigns, as ther 
events successively occurred, sometimes writing on 
scraps of hide for wailt of paper. Though deficiient 
in invention, it has many fine descriptive passagies^ 
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and is entiled to the distinction of bein^ the best 
heroic poem in the Spanish language* Ercilla states 
that Caupolican was elected in a manner highly orig- 
inal and characteristic. Colocolo proposed that the 
command should be given to the man who could 
prove himself the strongest of limb. 

'' A leader bold this desperate state demands, 
To gaide to vengeance our impatient bands : 
Fit for this hardy task that chief I deem 
Who longest may sustain a massive beam. 
Your rank is equal — ^let your force be tried, 
And for the strongest, let his limbs decide." 

They acquiesce in the proposal. The bieam is 

Sroduced, and is of a size so enormous, that the poet 
eclares himself afraid to specify its weight. The 
first chiei\ains who engage in the trial, support it on 
their shoulders four and six hours each; Tucapel 
fourteen, and Lincoyan more than twice as long; 
when the assembly, considering his strength almost 
supernatural, are resolved to pronounce him general. 
At this moment Caupolicali arrives, demands a trial, 
and surpasses Lincoyan ; he is accordingly pro- 
nounced general-in-chief by acclamation. 

In whatever manner he was elected, the whole 
nation applauded the choice. Caupolican was of a 
loAy stature and majestic countenance, though, like 
Hannibal, deficient in one eye. Having assumed the 
axe, the S3rmbol of authority among the Araucanians, 
he immediately appointed his officers, in which 
number he had the magnanimity to include all his 
competitors. The troops now considered themselves 
rv.— 5 
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invincible under their new toqui^ and demanded to^ 
led instantly against tire enemy. But Caupolican, 
who was politic as well as valiant, saw the necessity 
for proceeding with caution. He ordered a new sup- 
ply of arms to be furnished, and proceeded to disci- 
pline his men. He dien watched for a fkyorable 
opportunity of surprising the enemy by stratagem; 
this an accident soon furnished him. • 

The Spaniards, under Reynoso, were posted in 
considerable force atpArauco, a fortified place on the 
coast near the rirer Biolno. A body of eighty 
Indians, auxiliaries of the Spaniards, were conducting 
forage tp this place, when they were captured by the 
' troops of Caupolican. His quick sagacity saw at once 
the means of turning this event to further advantage* 
He selected a like number of his bravest soldiers, 
directed them to conceal their weapons in the bundles 
of grass, and march to the fortress in the guise of the 
friendly Indians. Having secured possession of the 
gUte, they were to wait the arrival of the main body. 

The pretended foragers performed their part so 
skilfully, that they were admitted without the least 
suspicion within the fortress. They immediately 
drew their weapons and attacked the guard. The 
alarm was given throughout the place, and the whole 
garrison rushed to the scene of conflict. The Arau- 
canians retained their ground at first, and the fortress 
would have been captured had Caupolican advanced 
with more speed ; but, at the moment of his arrival, 
the Spaniards had pushed their attacks so vigorously, 
that the Araucanians, overpowered by numbers, were 
forced to retreat ; and the gates were cleared and the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CJITJPOLICAN. 47 

draw-bridge laised before he could bring his fresh 
troops into action. Caupolican, although foiled in 
his first attempt, determined to storm the place. A 
general assault was made, but the valor of the Indians 
was ineffective against the Spanish artillery. Fus- 
ing he had lost a great number of men, he withdrew 
his army from the walls, and turned the siege into a 
blockade. 

The garrison made many sallies, but without any 
success. Finding themselves in danger of starving, 
they decided to evacuate the place and retire to 
Puren. At midnight, they mounted their horses, 
threw open the gates, rushed out at full speed, and 
escaped through the midst of the blockading forces. 
T^he Araucanians, suspecting no such movement, sup- 
posed this to be no moro than an ordinary sally, and 
took no measures to obstruct their flight. Caupo- 
lican destroyed this fortress, and marched to the 
attack of that of Tucapel, situated in the interior. 
This post was garrisoned by a body of forty Span- 
iards, who, after sustaining repeated attacks from 
Caupolican, were forced to «ave themselves in the 
same manner as the garriso^. of Arauco had done. 
Tucapel was also demolished/ and Caupolican en- 
camped his army on the ruins. 

Valdivia, the Spanish commander-iu'-chief, had his 
head quarters at Concepcion, where he received intel- 
ligence of the siege of Arauco. He immediately set 
out qn his march for that place, with all the troops he 
could muster. This hasty movement was in opposi- 
tion to the advice of his officers, who counselled hm 
to delay his inarch till a stronger force <;ould be col 
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lected. The Araucanian anny was said to amount 
to more than nine thousand men. Valdina's forces 
were less than half this number ; his soldiers, how- 
ever, full of presumptuous confidence, inspired him 
by their vain boast that a dozen Castilians were 
sufficient to put to flight the whole Araucanian army. 
Valdivia hastened his march, but Arauco had fallen. 
He then directed his course toward Tucapel, and, on 
arriving near the place, sent forward a body of ten 
horsemen to reconnoitre ; they fell in with a scouting 
party of Araucanians, and were all slain ; the Indians 
cut off their heads and hung them upon the trees that 
lined the road to Tucapel. 

The Spanish army, as they approached the place, 
were struck with horror at this evidence of the 
melancholy fate of their countrymen, and their over- 
weening confidence was changed to boding appre- 
hension. They beheld Tucapel in smoking ruins, 
and a powerful and well-arranged army in battle 
array to receive them. Valdivia now began to repent 
his rashness in marching with so little preparation 
against his enemy. In his timid irresolution, he would 
have retreated, but his Castilian pride coujd not brook 
the disgrace of flying before a horde of barbarians. 
The Indians insulted their enemies by loud cries, call- 
ing them villains and robbers, and goading them to 
indignation by their scoflSng and opprobrious language. 

In this situation, it was impossible long to defer 
the combat. Both sidos rushed to battle. A de- 
tachment from the left wing of the Spaniards which 
began the attack, was immediately cut to pieces ; a 
second, which followed it, experienced the same fate ; 
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enemies, and renewed the attack 'Wifli sucli unex- 
pected fury, that the Spslniards, exhausted idfh fii- 
tigue, could ndt resist ^e shock ; their whole anny 
"wns put to the rout ^nd cotnplet^ly dispersed. Val- 
divia was taken prisoner, and brought before Oaupo- 
lican. The Spstnish general did hut disdain to solicit 
his life, in the humblest mann^, at*tbe hands of thse 
fiovage conqueror, promising tb quit Chili With mil his 
Ibrces. Lautaro seconded his request, and Vaildim 
Would TiaTe ^been spared ; bat, while the officers weflB 
'^liberating, an old ITlmen, more ferocious than the 
tetit, exclaimed that it 'was madness to trust to ike 
"promises of the pei^didus Spaniards, and instantly 
despatched the ui^fortunate prisoner With a blow of 
his diibi. It is added by the historian, that, as n 
ireproach to his acvarice, the Indian poured mdted 
gold down his 'throat ; but it is not improbatUe ihilt 
this is a fiction borrowed from classical history. 
. The battle cff Tuefipel Was fought on the 3d «if 
©ecember, 1953. Never was a Ifictory mo*e com- 
plete than dii8,^whMi had been gained by the wild 
Araucanian8,«^erihetiit9cip)ined bands of ihe Oasffl- 
ian invadera. Caupc^an, although highly eioKS- 
perated tft the conduct of the TKmen, dared not puniA 
Mm as he wished. A joyous festival, on the follow- 
ing day, crowned the success off the ocmqaeroM. 
'^mes and diversions were e^flnted in -a spacious 
meadow, surrounded by teB 4arees, to which weie 
suspended die heads of the slaughtered Spankrds. 
An immense crowd of people, from the neighbornag 
country, flocked to ^h» place to ^witness the Irapiues 
nf a vidtoryo^er cm mtmy, wkich, ^M ^en^ iMd 
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been considered invincible. The officers, in token of 
triumph, wore the clothes of their slain enemies ; and 
Caupolican arrayed himself in the armor and surcoat, 
embroidered with gold, which had been worn by his 
formidable enemy, Valdivia. 

Consternation spread throughout the Spanish settle- 
ments in Chili at the news of the battle of Tucapel. 
The minor posts were immediately abandoned, and 
.the inhabitants fled to the towns of Imperial, Valdivia 
and Concepcion, which were now the only places in 
possession of the invaders. Caupolican determined 
instantly to lay siege to them. He appointed Lautaro 
his lieutenant-general, and despatched him to defend 
the northern frontier. This young chieftain took post 
upon the lofty mountain of Mariguena,on the road lead- 
ing from the north to the province of Arauco, which it 
was supposed the Spanish army would traverse, if 
they designed to attack Caupolican. This mountain, 
which has on several occasions proved fatal to the 
Spaniards, has on its summit the wide plain of 
Andalican, abounding with trees. Its sides are full 
.of clefts and precipices ; the eastern slope is covered 
with an impenetrable thicket, and its rocky base on 
the west is beaten by the ocean-surf. A winding 
'■and narrow path, on the north, is the only road leading 
to the summit of the mountain. 

The chief command of the Spaniards devolved 
opon Francisco Villagran. This general, having col- 
lected a considerable army, in which were included a 
number of auxiliary Indians, began his march for , 
Arauco. He crossed the Biobio without opposition ; 
bat a short distance farther south, in .a narrow paap. 
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%m €»edtiixle»dL Utt ttivattced 1)ody tX Ataueaxumn, 
lleqpfttcked by Latftoro, to harass him on his ap- 
piNMich. After a wv^re actioti of three hours, tfte 
natives retreated, fighting, toward the summit of thte 
mountain, where the main body had fortified ihem- 
«0lve« by m strong palisade. The Spaniards began 
the srttacfc miik three squadrons of cavalry, winch 
Attempted to fiBtroe ^ "difficu^ passage of the moun- 
itaki. This tfody, after great labor, arrived within a 
Aort distance <of (tie sumitBt, when they were greeted 
'Vnth a shower of stones, arrows, and 'Glther missiles, 
'Which tfro^kt tiiem to a stand. Laua:aro,*finding ^ 
«tteniy in c^ieck, despatched severd parties to "die righft 
jmd feft. With the design el* surrounding the ttt^sall- 
iS&ts. Yittagran, ireefing fais clanger, i)idered up hk 
musketeeo^, aaad opened a general lire ftom the in»> 
"featry tmA six fieM-pieces, which he had now broughlt 
to hear on Att Indian tamp. The battle raged 
fiercely ; t&e imbittntain was covered wiih smtiike, and 
iSchoed wi^ the roar of the fire-'atms ; the shot ilew 
iaxk. around lSi'em,ibut the Araucanians toivdy main^ 
tained fheir post. 

\The advantage of fire*atms, however, being exclu- 
aivdy ^n the ^Ae of the Spaniards, the etkcta aooH 
began to be felt. The incessant cannonade made A 
ieiious slaughter in the <5amp ; and Lautaro, perceit* 
ing that the chief execution was performed by the 
artillery, determined upon a bold attempt to tmptur^ 
k. He selected t)ne of Ms bravest officers, named 
Leucoton, and ordered him to advance with his com^ 
patty,upon *flie field-pieces, and not presume 'to *ei 
bhn again tifl he had made hhnself maister of dieDn. 
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The intrepid officer obeyed the d^perate order, and 
rushed, with his troops, so fiercely upon the enemy, 
that, after a bloody conflict, he brought off the cannon 
in triumph. 

At the moment of his attack, Lautaro made a dir^r- 
sion in his favor, by a general assault with all his 
troops. Horse and foot fied in confusion before him, 
and the rout of the Spaniards became general. Three 
thousand, including the Indian allies, were left dead 
upon the field. Yillagran, thrown from his horse, 
was on the point of being made prisoner, when he 
was rescued by the heroic exertions of three of Ivis 
men. As the routed fugitives attempted to issue from 
the narrow defile in which the battle had commenced, 
they found it barricaded with trunks of trees hastily 
jelled by their enemies; and here the conflict was 
renewed with the utmost fury. Despair gave new 
energy to the exhausted Spaniards, and, by incredible 
exertions, they succeeded in forcing a passage at the 
moment when they^eemed about to be cut off to the 
last man. But a small number escaped the close pursuit 
of the Araucanians ; and, on their arrival at Concep- 
cion« the terror spread among the inhabitants was so 
great, that Yillagran found it impossible to defend the 
city. He therefore immediately evacuated the place, 
imd marched for the interior, despatching the aged 
men, women and children* to other parts of the coast 
in ships. 

Lautaro entered Concepcion in triumph, and found 
^thin its walls a very rich booty. The inhabitants 
bad no time to remove their effects, and the place had 
grown v^ry rich by mining and commerce. He set 



d by Google 



CAUPQUCAll. m 

fife to the houses^ razed the citadel to the foundational 
and took up his march for the south. Such was the 
extraordinary victory known in Chilian history as the 
battle of Andalican. When we consider the youth 
and inexperience of the Araucanian leader, and the 
superiority in discipline and weapons of his adrer* 
aaries, we must allow that he exhibited a military 
genius which hardly finds a parallel in the most bril- 
liant pages of Napoleon's story. 

In the mean time, Gaupolican was pressing the 
siege of Imperial and Valdivia, against which places 
he had marched immediately after the victory of 
Tucapel. ViUagran, on al^ndoning Goncepcion, 
found himself at the head of a sufficient force to raise 
the siege of these cities ; and Gaupolican withdrew 
his troops to join Lautaro. The Spaniards ravaged 
the whole country wherever ^ey marched, burning 
the houses and crops of the Indians, and transporting 
to the above places whatever provisions could be carr 
ried off. To these calamities was added the small* 
pox, which suddenly broke out among the Spaniardst 
and soon communicated itself to the natives. Thou- 
sands of them fell victims to this pestilence, and some 
districts were wholly depopulated by it. 

Gaupolican remained inactive for some time, watch- 
ing for an opportunity of striking a blow. At lengthi 
having learned that the Spaniards had rebuilt a 
strong fortification at Goncepcion, and taken post 
there in considerable numbers, he despatched two 
thousand men, under Lautaro, against it. This chief* 
tain, crossing the Biobio, found the Spanish army 
drawn up in the plain before the city, awaiting hit 
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cpproftck. He attacked theiA «o ^ricmtfy, dHtt,tift thi 
&8t skock, liiey look to iigkt, find esea^ to the ftfv^ . 
tress *witii such precipitation tliat they did not^hut ^ 
gate behind tbem. The ATauoanians entered ^ 
place, killing a gveat number. The Spaniards w^t^ 
completely dispers0d ; part escaped to sea in ^resscASy 
and the remainder took tefiage in die woods. Lantavs 
A secKHid tinve plu»]ered -a^d buswt Concj^pdon, and 
marched off laden with epoM. 

Gnooixmged by t&k svceess, Oaupdkaa again laid 
•ieg e to Imperial and Y akUvia, while La«ltfo marched 
against Santiago^ where 4te Spaniards had formed <t 
kffge aetdement. With sk huiMheed men Lantaro 
tnurersed 4be provinces lying between the Biobiio ^ant 
line Maule ; but, sl^ packing the latter stream, he pei^ 
malted eertaki acts of severity against die nadve inlh«d)> 
ilants, which diminished his reputation for prudence 
ind sagacity. This tei^tory was occupied by 'die F^ 
mauoiane, who had sided widi t&e Spaniai^ in dii 
hostilities whicb Imd tdcen pkoe. Lautaro now had 
it in his power, 1^ «cls of foibeamnce and kindness^ 
to detach them from the Span^ interest; bat he 
shut his eyes to dris advantage, and, obeying only the 
impulses of a revengeful spirit, laid wa&^ their lands 
aoid oenfirmed them in dieir hoslMity to 4he Arauca- 
i^Hns. His subsequent behavior also exh%Sted less 
of that lextrao'rdinary boldness and decision whiA 
m«rked d^B early part of his career. Instead of 
advancHig rapidly upon SanHiago, and strikmg a ptadt 
into the enemy by « svidden attack, he fortified him^ 
s<sif with his small foree on the banks of the Rb 
Olare, whether to gain time for learning die state 'Of 
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the ccmntry He was invading, or to await reinforce- 
ments, we cannot say. This delay saved the city. 
The panic occasioned in Santiago at the first intel- 
ligence of his approach, was soon over, and the in- 
habitants had time to prepare for their defence. 

The Spaniards raised a considerable force, and ad- 
vanced to attack Lautaro in his intrenchments. Sev- 
eral assaults were made, which resulted in the defeat 
of the Spaniards, and they pitched their camp in a 
low meadow in the neighborhood. Lautaro planed 
a scheme for inundating them, by turning the branch 
of a river upon the meadow, which he would have 
accomplished with success had not the design been 
discovered by a spy. The Spaniards immediately 
broke up their camp and returned to Santiago. 

That city was now again thrown into alarm, and had 
the Araucanians advanced rapidly on the heels, of the 
retreating army, the place might have been captured ; 
but Lautaro did not move from his post. The Span- 
iards now raised additional forces, and Villagran pat 
himself at their head. Having been taught a lesson 
of prudence by the disaster of Andalican, he proceeded 
on his march with, the utmost caution, abandoning 
the main road, and taking a circuitous route by the 
aea-shore to fall upon the enemy by surprise. Fa- 
vored by the darkness of night and the guidance of 
an intelligent spy, the Spaniards approached the 
Araucanian ifitrenchments undiscovered, and at break 
of day fell upon them with a sudden and impetuous 
attack. Lautaro had at that moment retired to rest, 
having been on guard, as was his custom, during the 
night. The instant the alarm was given by the sen- 

IV.— ^ 
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'^mh, he iftftped 'ftmi ^hts bed and nm ^.to the spot 
•Bi»iQ,ikil \>y ^e enemy. Soaprcelj had he Teacihel 
-Uife *wall, when a dan, htried by one ^f ihe Undian 
-aiutiliaries, stnidk him in ^e bifea^t, and he fell life- 
less inlo the arms of his companions. 

Ttetwithsiianding the loss df their leader,; the Atau- 
eailians fought with desperation ; 'but f he assaiknts 
'orei^hdhmng^em with 'nunibers, they were driv^ 
finto an angte of the fott, where they 'refused to sur- 
ifeni^, though the Spaniards oflfered themquatter, 
fFhey fought with such obstinacy as tb throw Siem- 
selves on idle lances of ^eir enemies, and pefi^edld 
(the last man. ' Such was the end of this heroic band 
^f Americans, and their gallant diief, Latttaro, wiio, 
at the age of nineteen, had exhibited 'the niilitary tal- 
osnts of a reteran. 

^Gai^Hcan, on reoeii^kig the 'intelligence of this 
unelain^hofy disaster, innnediately raised ^ihe siege of 
'Imperial, although "fiiat place was on the pdint olT 
isnrfendering, and withdrew to the firontier. Tbh 
mnia dn «he year 1556. Active milhaf^ operafionas 
twere «UG|pended for some time ; but, in April ^f th^ 
ifoDewing year, «i poweifful armament of len «hipB 
vrtived at Concepcion, und^ the 'Oommabd of Don 
Garcia Hurtado de Mendo2:a. A negofiation ^Wadi 
•pened witk the Arauioraiians, but the 'sagaoious Na- 
tives Md net imfkt themselves to he 'eajded by Ate 
dq»kmiatic arts o£ the Spamiarde. Findmg ihat neUi- 
ing eomli %e done ky intrigue, Mendosa tecSc |>od^ 
#euien of Mbunt Feneo, WMch overlocto -the pMn 
•f Oonoe)^ion, -and eteded upon it ^strong fortress, 
Wfdi 'a ditch andtt krge number ^ ^eavy cannon. 
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CaitpoIkftnrw}u> wfts encamp^^ so^ of the BioUb, 
waking for the mom^it to betgin hostilities, imaedi* 
^ely began hi^ tnarck He cioBsed the river on the 
ninth. of Augi:^, and' at dawn of the next day>*«Hke 
identical day on which' ^e battle of St. Qoentin: wis 
gainodhy the Spanisharmy in FIanders,^-he attacked 
the fort of Penco> with the most^ determined refielii- 
tkou Three sided of the workst were assailed at 
onee. Pioneers marched in front to fill up the ditch 
with fascines and logs; The assailants mounted < the 
parapet and leaped within ; but the cannon and nraa- 
ketry^ made drea«Uiil havocv heaping ther ditch with 
dead bodies Tucs^l^ hurried on by hiarash brayery, 
threw himself into the fort, killing four Spaiaatrda 
\i^th hit mace, and escaped by leaping over a {ureci^ 
I^ce amid a shower of balls^ In the midi^ of the 
attack, a fresh party of Spaniards landed from ttte 
floety and placed the Ar^u<»nians between two firea 
Tiheyi howev^, obstinately nmmtained their ground 
lill noeuj when they were^ compelled, l^ loss ■ of men 
aooid fatigue, to give orer the astaulu Theyfell back 
upon the Bidbio^ the Spsmiards not offbring to pursue 
them* 

Heve, having refreshed hi» army for a few dayt» 
Caupoliean again advanced against Coneepcioln^ bift 
teamed on his march that the army had just bef(»e 
received a^ reinforcement of above three thousand 
men. ]&K>wing bds ^ own force to be insufficient to 
attack so strong an army, he wheeled about and re- 
eeossedthe BioIho. Mendoza took the field ogmait 
himf and came up with the Araucanian army, as they 
i: posted on the aoutheam bank of the rivet. Un- 
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der cover of their artillery, the Spaniards eromed th* ^ i 
"Stream* Caupolican determined to risk the chance i 

lof a battle, and despatched several bodies of light 
troops to begin the contest. The Araucanians had 
the advantage in the skirmishes that took place, which 
encouraged their leader to bring his main body im- 
mediately into action. At first they sustained the 
conflict with great firmness, but the Spanish artillery 
and cavalry at length decided the fortune of the day, 
and the Araucanians were routed with great slaugh- 
^r. 

Mendoza marched into the province of Arauco, 
exercising great cruelties upon the inhabitants. Cau- 
polican, who at first retreated before him, was so 
istung by these atrocities that he turned upon the 
^Spaniards with the remains of his shattered army. 
Another battle was fought, in which the Arau- 
jcanians displayed the most heroic bravery, but were 
kgain defeated. Caupolican was once more obliged 
'ilo save himself by flight, but misfortune seemed 
only to inspire him with greater courage and activ* 
jty. A few days after, we find him attacking the 
strong fortress of Canote, which had been recently 
huilt by the Spaniards. After an obstinate assault 
of five hours, he found it impossible to carry the 
place, and drew off his troops with a design to renew 
his attempt by stratagem. He despatched one of hit 
men to join the Spaniards as a deserter, and obtain 
the means for admitting the besiegers into the fort. 
Bttt a Spanish Indian in the place, suspecting the 
scheme, had the address to discover the whole by 
pretending to join in it, and Caupblican's jdof wat - 
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thus foiled by a counterplot. The Araucanians were 
admitted into the fortress only to be slaughtered ; and 
Caupolican, who was among the number, barely es- 
caped with his life. 

The career of this undaunted chief was now rapidly 
drawing to a close. Unable to make head against hk 
enemies, he retreated from post to post, till he found 
himiself forced to seek an asylum, with his family and 
ten of his most faithful soldiers, in the solitudes of the 
wilderness. The Spaniards made the most diligent 
search for him, sometimes putting the Indians to tor- 
ture, and sometimes tempting them with rewards, in 
order to discover the place of his retreat. > One of 
the natives was at length found base enough to be- 
tray the defender of his country^ A squadron of 
cavalry proceeded under the guidance of this traitor, 
and at break of day surprised the chief in a thick 
wood near Ongohno. Caupolican with his men made 
a desperate resistance, and his wife exhorted him to 
die rather than surrender. He suffered himself, how- 
ever, to be taken alive. 

He was immediately transported to Ganote, where 
the inhabitants crowded to behold the man whose 
name had so long filled them with terror. Reynoso, 
the Spanish commander, with a barbarity that has 
covered the Spanish name with infamy, even among 
the Spaniards, instantly ordered him to be impaled 
and shot through with arrows. On hearing his 
sentence, Caupolican, without the least change of 
countenance, or abatement of his wonted dignity 
of maniier, replied to the following purport: "My 
death will only strengthen the resistance of my coun- 
6* 
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Irymen a^id their hatred of the Spanish name. I^rom 
my^ ashes will arise o^er Canpolicans, who wiQ prove 
more fortunate than r have heen. If you spare my 
life, I may render you service; but if I am to die, 
lend me to Spain, that the king may be my judge, 
aaid I may end my days without causing disturbances 
m my country." 

This appeal had no effect, and he was led wit]tout 
d^lay to execution. A priest, under the pretence 
that he had converted the prisomerj hastily adminis- 
tered baptism^ and, after this mock ceremony, he was 
]^aeed on the scafibld. But when he saw the in^ra* 
iBent of death, which till then hei^did not clearly com* 
|»ehend, and a negrs^ prepared to execute him, he 
was so exa^rated, that^ ynih a furious kick, he hurled 
Ae executicmer from the seaffi>ld, exdfuming^ ^ Is 
&ere no sword, nor more worthy hand to take ^ 
Ufe of Gaup<diciui ? This is not justice; it is base 
revenge ! " Uttering diese words, he was sei^d by 
the^ttendants and put to death* 

Such is the history of the heroic defenders of CfaSi. 
The Spaniards gave way to utibounded exaltation 
when t^y found ^emselves freed ftem two su^ 
formidable enemies as Oaupolican and Lautarow But 
heroism does not ^S to excite admiration even in m 
enemy. As soon as the terror inspired by the deeds 
of tt^se dauntless warriors had ceased with their 
lives, the sentiments of hostility gave way to those 
of admiratioa. "Had these men been ours," says a 
Spanish writer, ^we should have called them he- 
toes ! ** The Araucanians have never forgotten these 
Invest of their countrymen, llijeir namer are, to 
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Ait da^^, celebrated in ^eir befoic w>Bg», «iid tbdilr 
aetions aie projpoBed lus the most |^ou8 model iliir 
1^ imitation of tkeir youth. 

The prodigies of ^alor and deroted ptitriotism at 
the Chilian wvrriors, ]^edaced a strildng efie6t tipoii 
the Spanish poetry of that period. The memory of 
all these eventts its preserved in Ercilla's Aratitiana, 
which we have already mentioned. A more bnfliant 
strain of poetry has been poured oat on this sulject; 
by Lope de Vega, whose tragedy of " Arauoo Con- 
quered," ranks (among the very first of his perform- 
ances. The theme is indeed a noble one, Bind 
aflbrds room for the development of the grandest 
characters, and the most striking contrasts betweeft a 
savage and a civilised peqde. The play is saslained 
by the liveliest interest, and rs a work of lidlUant 
imagination. In no oilier of Lope^s works, is it pos- 
sible to find passages of poetry equal in richness to 
some of these scenes. They would have produced a 
still greater efiect, had they been nM»e impartial ; but 
the author thought himself obliged by his patriotism 
to give «the enemies of Spain a boasting character, 
ami to represent them as defeated in every battle. 
Still, the general impression produced by reading the 
work, is an admiration of the vanquished, and horror 
at the cruelty of the conquerors. 

As the kbte^ of the native American has been 
little embellished by poetry, and the work in question 
is hardly known to .Ajnerlcan readers, we are induced 
to make one or two extracts from the " Arauco Con- 
quered." 

After the victories of Tucapel and Andalican, vAAai 
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die Spaniards are installing Mendoza, the nenr gorer- 
noi of Chili, Caupolican celebrates his victory, and 
lays his trophies at the feet ot the beautiful Fresiai 
who, not less valiant than himself, is delighted at 
finding, in her lover, the liberator of his country. 

Caupolican, Here, beauteous Fresia, rest, 
Thy feathered darts resign, 
While the bright planet pours a farewell ray, 
Gilding the glorious west. 
And, as his beams decline. 
Tinges with crimson light th' expiring day. 
Lo ! where the streamlet on its way, ' 

Soft swelling irom its source, 
Through flower-enamelled meads 
Its murmuring water leads. 
And in the ocean ends its gentle course : 
Here, Fresia, may'st thou lave 
Thy Umbs, whose whitenesis shames the foaniing wsvei 
Unfold in this retreat 

Thy beauties, envied by the queen of night j 
The gentle stream shall clasp thee in its arms. 
Here bathe thy wearied feet ; 
The flowerets with delight 
ShaU stoop to dry them, wondering at thy charms \ 
The trees a verdant shade shall lend; 
Froqi many a songster's throat 
Shall sweU the harmonious note \ 
The cool stream to thy form shall 'bend 
Its course, — and the enamored sands 
ShaU yield thee jewels for thy beauteous ] 

All that thou seest around, 
My Fresia, is thine own ; 
This realm of Chili is thy noble dower. . 
Chased from our sacred ground. 
The Spaniard shall for all his crimes atone ; 
And Charleis and Philip's iron reign is o'er ; 
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Hideous and stctined wiUi gorei 

They fly th* Araucan sword 5 

Before their ghastly eyes 

In dust Valdivia lies ; 

While, «8 a god adoped^ 

My bright fame, meunting willi the tun, extends 

Wliere'er the golden orb his gloriovs journey bendi. 

Bresia, Lord of my soul ! my bosom's dream ! 
To thee yon mountains bend 
Their proud, aspiring heads ; 
The nymphs that haunt this stream, 
With roses crown'd, their arms extend, 
And yield thee o£t6rings from their flow^ bieds. 
JBut* ab ! no verdant Iree that spreads 
Its blissful shade, no fountain por^ 
No feathered choir, whose stmg 
Echoes the woods among, 
£arth, sea, nor empire, gold nor silver ore, 
Could ever to m6 jMrove 
So rkh a treasure as my ehieftain's love. 

I adc no brighter fame 
Than oonquest o'er a heart * 
To whom proud Spain submits her laurelled head} 
Before whose honored name 
Her glorias all depart, slnd victories are fled! * 
Her lerroi^ an itfd sped ! 
The keenness of the sword. 
Her arquebuse, whose breath 
Raslh*d with the fites of death. 
And the fierce steed, baring Ms steel-dad loidi 
A fearful spectre on our startled shore, 
Affiight our land no more ! 

Thy speiar hath rent the chain 
That bound our liidian soil ; 
Her yoke, so burthen'd by th* oppressor's han^ 
That hast thou spum'd with/fierce disdain; 
Hast robb'd the spoiler of his vpoi^ 
B 
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Who sought by craft to sabjngate thy land. 

Now, brighter days expand ! 

The jojrs of peace are ours ! 

BeneaUi the branching trees. 

Our light-swung hammocks answering to the braeifl^ 

Sweet is our sleep among the leafy bowers ; 

And, as in ancient times, a calm repose 

Attends our blest life to its latest close. 

The Indians, however, soon receive intelligence 
that the Spaniards are advancing against them, and 
that their god has predicted the approaching defeat 
of his people. The' warriors and chiefs now animate 
themselves for the combat, by a w{u:like hymn, of great 
beauty and spirit, and of a truly original character. 
At the extremity of the stage, the Spaniards are seen 
on the ramparts of a fort, where they have sheltered 
themselves. The Araucanians surround their chiefs ; 
each,in his turn, menaces with vengeance the enemies 
of his country ; the chiefs reply in chorus, and the 
army interrupts the waHike music by acclamations, 
shouting the name of their celebrated leader. The 
wildness and animation that pervade the whole piece, 
transport us at once into the midst of the savage 
bands.^ 

hdian. Hail, chief! twice crowned by Victory's handfl»«. 
Victor o'er proud Valdivia's bands, 
Conqueror of haughty Villagran. 

The Armif. Caupolican ! 
. Chonu of Chiefs. New glories wait him with Mendosa't 

fall, 
Triumph and glory wait our battle-call. 

*We haye modified in our extract the somewhat liberal paitc 
phrase of Roscoe, and brought it closer to the original Spanish. 
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• LicUan, The, western Grod, Apo, the Thunderer, comA^ 
Who gave his valiant tribes these fair domains, 
Spoil'd by the robbers from the ocean-plains. 
Soon, soon, to fill ignoble tombs. 
Slain by the conqueror of Villagran. 

The Army, Caupolican ! ' 

Chorus: The hero's eye is on thee, tyrant, fly ! 
No — ^thon art in his toils and thou must die. 
Thou and thine impious, blood-stained clan ! 

The Army, Caupolican ! 

Caupolican, Wretched CastiliansI yield,— our rictinii, 
yield ! 
Fate sits upon our arms ; 

Trust not your walls and towers ; — they cannot shield 
Your heads from vengeance now. 
Your souls from wild alarms ! 

Indian, See, vengeance on his brow. 
The threatening chief of Araucan. 

The Army. Caupolican. 

Indian, Twine him another laurel crown. 
He strikes the Spanish legions down ! 

The Army, Caupolican I 

Tucapel. Bandits ! whom^treachery and the cmel thirsi 
Of glittering dust drove to our hapless shores. 
Who boast of honor, while your hands are curst 
With chains and tortures nature'? self deplores \ 
In iron bondage would ye crush the free. 
The martial tribes of Araucan ? - 

Indian, The hero's eye is on ye, tyrants — ^flee ! 
Ye tremble at his glance! 

The Army. Caupolican ! 

Reugo. Presumptuous madmen ! will ye find 
The race of Chili weak and blind, 
Timorous and crouching, like Peruvian slaves? 
Mendoza, who ^y flying squadrons saves 
When Chilian valor wins the battle-field ? 

Indian, Arauco's chief shall make the Spaniard yield 
And crown his triumph on Andalican. 

The Army. Caupolican! 
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This individual attained to great celebrity among 
the Abipones, a tribe of Paraguay, famous for their 
skill in horsemanship, and the wars they maintained 
against the Spaniards. He was not a native of this 
tribe, but was bom of what was called an honora- 
ble family among the tribe of the Riikahes. When 
a boy he was taught to manage a horse, and soon 
became an expert cavalier. A peace having been 
established between this tribe and the inhabitants of 
Santa Fe, Ychoalay, still a youth, impelled by curios 
ity and a roving dii^sition, visited that city, and after 
a time entered into the service of one of the inhabi- 
tants, called Benavides, whose name he took. He 
was assiduous in his attempts to learn the Spanish 
language ; and, after a residence of some length at 
Santa Fe, he left that city for Chili, where he enjoyed 
more ample means of pursuing his studies. He ap- 
pears to have formed a strong attachment to the 
Spaniards, and to have possessed sufficient sagacity 
to appreciate the superiority of their arts over the 
rude barbarism of the aborigines. He remained • 
some time in Ghili^ and then' established himself at 
Mendoza, on the estate of the person with whom he 
had travelled frcmi Santa Fe. His employment waa 
the cultivation of vines. 

Although occupied with the peaceful pursuits of 
agriculture, Ychoalay, ever mindful of his origin from 
nr.— 7 
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a tribe of warriors, affected the habits of a soldier, 
and never appeared abroad in the fields without a 
spear. In the predatory attacks upon the inhabi- 
tants of that region, hy the Gharmas and Pampas, 
which not unfrequently happened, he soon distin- 
gniahed /himself bgr his Aousage:; iand while his com- 
pMiion8n;mei often robbed emnidrdered m tlie deseiis 
of lEIari^ay, he always eae^ped by ^Mrtions of 
hevrevy and destndty. H^ng ireioained aome years 
at.Mendtoa, he became involved incaiquaRelwidiihe 
peiBoa wh«Ea he served^ raspecting the payment of 
haa wafes., This:gave him a sudden dkgust toward 
tbe Spaniards, and his resentment was inflamed into 
nagie by being informed that one ^f thea — ^for a rea- 
son ivvhich is not aasignedr-^had attempted his Ub. 
Under IseUngs thus excited, -he immdialely left the 
^pamaards and joined the AUpones. 

These Indians weie iremarkabfe for ttheir delev* 
miaed and unflinching hostility to the .Spaniards. 
Neither the armies nor !the ipriests 'of the European 
inwaders eould control ihem. They could neither 
be subdued by arms nor eonciliated by gifts. They 
lealonsly maimained ^ir liberty^-HEiow £ghtii^, 
BOW flying, as cMcumetanoes sequiied-^or two cen* 
turiea. Perceiving Ihe great superiority in war, 
vhioh the Sfianiaarda possessed over them l^ means 
€£ their caT«dry« dtey stole the horses from d^ir set- 
tlements, and« in the course of fifty years, carried o^ 
It is said, a hundred thousand of them. They soon 
became the most admirable horsemen on the western 
oantiaent ; and though the number of their warriors 
did nel exceed a thousand oen^ they k«pt the Span- 
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fcrcFs lii confttenl terror. They rode owr craggy 
mountains^ crossed wide and rc^id streunt^ and trar* 
crsed trackless^ ditoert^, AiU of rushes, thkk wood% 
marshes, lakes^ fmd swamps slippery wi^ mud) ra^ 
gardless of all impediments. A distance of ^ree 
hundted leagues was net an insnrmonntable obftaete 
when the hope of booty or the desire of annoyii^ 
yieir enemies inriSed' them upon an enterprise. 

They were accustomed to rush to the assavit al 
fiiU gallop, brandishing a long spear, pointed at both 
ends, tlmt if one should be blunted die odier ndglst 
be used. Their expertness in horsemanship was 
suchthat they could turn theiranimals round in circled, 
with ihe utmost swiftness, and retain them perfectly 
at command. While the horses were at full speed, 
Aiey could suspend their bodies from their ba^ks, and 
perform all the dexterous fbats of an exhibitor at ^e 
circue. To prevent themseltes ftt)m being reached 
1^ the shot of the enemy, \ they would hide entirely 
under the horse's belly. By these arts'^ they weari<dd 
and baffled their pursuers, and' seemed to make a 
mockery of the bullets hurled againat them by the 
enemy. Their courage, actirity, and inappeasable 
hatredtof the Spaniards were such as to render them 
the most formidable enemies encountered by that 
nation in all the regions watered by the La Plata. 
Their very name was sufficient to strike terror inta a 
whole settlement. "The Abipones are coming!" 
was ti cry that would throw the inhabitants of Bttenos 
Ayres into such consternation that they would nm 
up and down the city, neariy bereft of their senses, 
and utter the most diismal riiii^ks and exclama- 
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lions, even though the enemy was not in sight.' One 
of the Spanish commanders declared that if the Ahi* 
pones were reduced to ten men, it would be necessary 
to maintain a guard upon the whole frontier. 

At the time that Ychoalay joined <this formidable 
tribe, they were harassing the territory of Cordova 
by daily inroads ; and, being eager to pursue their 
hostilities, they welcomed his appearance among 
them with demonstrations of great satis&ction. Pos- 
sessing a tall figure, a hardy frame, and a strength 
adequate to all the fatigues of predatory warfare, he 
soon distinguished himself among their boldest war- 
riors, and was appoin)ed the leader of the whole 
band. His shrewdness, activity and bravery were 
equalled only by his good fortune. The attacks which 
he planned against the Spaniards were always suc- 
cessful. Amidst his numerous incursions, he was 
observed always to spare the territories of Santa Fe 
where he passed a portion of his life ; and he never 
took the lives of men devoted to religion, or permhted 
his soldiers to do so, although he had not embraced 
Christianity. He appears to have been above the 
current prejudices jand superstition^ of his tribe, 
never suffering any of the jugglers, common 40 tha^ 
•race, to associate with his men. 

Although Ychoalay was the chief warrior of the 
Abipones, he was not the titular chief of the natioii. 
The cacique Ychamenraikin exercised the nominal 
sovereignty. He had been celebrated for liis warlike 
actions ; but, during the latter part of his life, he fell 
into habits of indolence and sensuality, which ren- 
.d^red him a mere useless image of power. Ychoa- 
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biff by th^ Axroe of bw^oh^attler aad the fame of Ut 
ejliioils/ obtained 6Uf>retee ftiidioiritj in ^ tribe^ and 
maai^ged ill ite ftfiun. After a long jmnod of war- 
fare a^nst the JSpaniavda, liis dd lattaehroent (bt 
that people he^^ to revive; the memory^of fbimer 
wrongs was weakened by the lapee of ttkae,<and he 
e^rled himaetf to peat an ^id to the Btnie. By his 
exmrtitms a peace was leoncluded, and Ydioaiay, twkh 
4 body of Abipones^eMabHsittd tbeoidlelvet at the 
Spanish seitlemeajt of St. Jeroayaio. 

At this place a number of Jemite kmi ttiken i^mr 
station, ^ thtt pui^pote tff converting the na^es. 
¥cboalay assisted >ti>eni 'in their kbors wiA gfeat 
zeal. He obliged his men to attend ciwia^ and ^ve- 
ceive baptism. Being solicited by the Jesuits to pro- 
fess Christianity himself, he begged for a respite till 
he had slain a rival, Oaherkaikin, who sought to 
supersede him in his command, and with whom he 
was then at war ; but shortly afterwards* having con- 
cluded a truce with that chieftain, he became a con- 
vert. After his conversion, he totally abandoned his 
marauding course of ^tfey^aapd conducted himself in a 
manner to win the applause of his spiritual guides. 

Ychoalay ever after feithfuUy adhered to the Span- 
iards, and took great pai&s to prevent the Abipones 
from violating the peace, often at the risk of his life. 
By his zeal in preserving and recovering the property 
of the Spaniards, he incurred the hatred of the other 
savage tribes ; and many of his own country meik 
regarded him with aversion, as a partisan of the 
Spaniards and an enemy to their own race. This 
caused him to utter the daily complaint : " My coun- 



d by Google 



74 TGHOALAT. 

trymen think me wicked, now, because I am good: 
fonnerly they called me good because I twas wicked ! *' 
The history of the Jesuit missions in Paraguay is 
full of the exploits of Ychoalay, and the services ren- 
dered by him to the Spanish colonists. We find 
him constantly engaged in expeditions against hostile 
tribes of Indians who attacked the missionary stations 
and the frontier towns. The preservation of many 
of these places is ascribed solely to his exertions. 
He was evidently a man of superior abilities, and 
entitled to distinguished notice in the history of his 
own race. Of his death we have no account; but 
he appears to have lived to a good old age. He was 
still living in 176a 
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It is a remarkable fact, though perhaps not famil- 
iar to the general reader, that, in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century, while the British North Ameri- 
can colonies were engaged in the war for their inde- 
pendence, a bloody and desperate struggle for freedom 
was raging in the South, between the Indians of Peru 
and their Spanish masters. This portion of South 
American history is intimately connected with the 
name and achievements of Tupac Amaru, the great 
. leader of the insurrection, and a martyr to the cause 
of Peruvian liberty. Such has been the jealous cau- 
tion of the court of Spain in guarding the secrets of 
their government in the New World, that it is only 
within a few years that the particulars of this inter- 
esting event have been made known beyond the limits 
of Peru. 

Tupac Amaru was the son of a Spaniard, but his 
mother was a Peruvian, descended in a direct line 
from Tupac Amaru, the last of the Incas, who was 
put to Seath by the Spaniards during Pizarro's con- 
quest. His Spanish name was Jos^ Gabriel Condor- 
canqui. One of his ancestors, Sayri Tupac, had been 
made Marquis of Oropesa, but the dignity subse- 
quently became vacant. The subject of our notice 
bore his father's name in the early^part of his life, 
and it was only when he came to maturer years tha 
be assumed that of his ancestor, the Inca. We have 
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few particulars of his early life, and can learn little 
more than that he passed a few years in study at the 
colleges of Guzco and Lima, where he, gained a very 
imperfect educatioH. We are teldithat he was distin- 
guished for a noble and commanding figure, intrepidity, 
finniieai^, ardent passions and a miad capaible of yast 
designsi. It was indeed a scheme of no common 
laagnitude wdiioh he undertookm^to rouse the dornmnt 
patriotism and na^onal ^irit of die Peruvians firom a 
sleep of theee* centuries. * 

He &r8t obtained notoriety among his countrymen 
by his endeaVoes to obtain ihe vacant marquisate of 
Oropesa^ to which he advazieed a claim before the court 
of Lima; In prosecuting his demand he assumed ^e 
name of Tupac Amaru, substantiated his descent from 
MaaoQ Capao, and therel!)y fixed the general notice 
oi the Peruvians. His claims were v^ected by the 
oourlj.but iba desceildant of the ancient Ine^ had 
gained the repi}tation and influence necessary to fva^ 
dier his gisand design of delivering his countiymeii 
from the tyranny of their oppressors. Finding him- 
self in a situation to commence his great undertaking, 
he began by endeavoring to procure some alleviationi 
of the intoleraUe burcbens under which the Peruviana 
gioaned« In this design he had the address tcf obtain 
the assistidoice of the bishep of Guzco and several other 
^gnitanes of the church, who, from motives of jus- 
tice and -philanthropy, were persuaded to use their 
influence with the government in behalf of the op* 
pressed Indiana. The £une of diese novel proceed- 
ings, and the exertions of Tupac Amaru in awaking 
hia eountrymen te » se«e of their degraded sitiiatkN% 
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at length aroused them from their supineness. ' The 
prospect of a change in their condition inspired th^oa 
with new life, and they exhibited such demonstrations 
as gave great alarm to many people in Peru. The 
Spanish court, apprehending that a fearful political 
crisis was impending, showed themselves inclined to 
grant the requests made by the friends of the Indians, 
and ordered that two persons, of authority and experi- 
ence in the government of Peru, should be sent to 
Spain to aid them with their advice in the matter. 
Two Peruvians, of high rank, Don Ventpra Santelices 
and Don Bias Tupac Amaru, accordingly sailed for 
Spain. But the scheme was foiled by the treachery 
of the party hostile to the Indians. Both envoys per- 
ished by assassination — ^the one at Madrid, and the 
other <fn his return to Peru, and with them expired 
the entire project. 

This.misfortune, however, did not discourage Tupac 
Amaru. Finding the whole burden of the undertak- 
ing thrown upon his own shoulders, he redoubled his 
exertions, which at first only drew upon him the ani- 
mosity of the provincial governors. Stubborn in their 
opposition to every attempt for the relief of the 
Indians, these petty despots endeavored to crush the 
spirit of resistance which they saw rising in this 
injured race, by a more severe system of oppression 
and tyranny. But the obstinacy of the oppressors 
encountered a more determined resolutioif on the 
part of the injured people. Maddened by this cruel 
and insulting addition to their unparalleled wrongs, 
they no longer held the language or pursued the steps 
of moderation, 'the cry of " liberty and vengeance I ** 
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\«a8 raised, and, in September, 1780, tke Indmns of 
Peru msked tb arms and raised the standard of insur- 
rection. 

The first fury of their yindictive sjnrit was directed 
against the C<^regidor of Tinta, Don Antonio Arri- 
aga^ loBg an dbject of hatred and detestation to the 
Indians for his rapacious eruehies. A body oi Peru* 
vmns, headed, by Tupac Amaru, made hin^ prisoner. 
A court was organbed ht his trial, and he was 
arraigned and condemned as a public robber, at Tunja 
Tuca. On the IQth of Norembev, he was executed 
on the gallows, in the name of the king of Spain. It 
was the potiey of Tupdc Amaru, in the beginning of 
the insurrection, to tMmpimte with the Spanidi goY'* 
emment, in order to strengthen his party, and lull the 
royal authorities into security, by giving his ptoceed* 
ings the appearance of a merely temporary and local 
tumult, which had no ultimate design beyond .that of 
dispbdng an unpopular maigistmfe and correcting an 
abuse in the governm^it With this view, the most 
odious forms &i taxatioQ and serritude were declared 
to be abolished, but nothing was said of disclaiming 
the authority of the king of Spain. 

Tupac's adhetents increased in number every day, 
i»ld he soon found himself strong enough to mardi 
into the province of Qui^icancha, whete he designed 
to wreak his vengeance upon the Corregidor Cabrerai 
a man equally odious with Arriaga. Cabrera took 
the alarm, and saved himself by flight, leaving his 
inagttfflnes and treasures a prize to 1^ Indians. 'Hie 
inf urrection spread from produce to province. Tht 
eity of Ousco was dirown ihto consternation, and won 
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biheld «a army of InduMifl approtchiog. A body of 
six bundled men matched out to oppose them, but 
they weve attacked, drfeated and driven into a church 
without the walls, where, after an obstinate defence, 
the eJ^losion of their powder magazine blew open the 
walla, and obliged them to rush de^rately into the 
ranks of their enemies. They all fell, sword in hand, 
wiik the exceiptioa of s^bput sixty. 

Flushed with this victory, Tupac Amaru now 
threw off the mask and discarded the kill's author- 
ity. He declared himself Inca of Peru, and caused 
himself lo be orowned with the borUt or ancient dia* 
dem of the empii^- Everywhere (UPftong the Indians 
this event was greeted with unbounded acclamations. 
Tupac Amaiu was hailed as the deliverer of Peru ; 
the PeruviaB nation awoke from a long sleep, and, 
to the surprise and astonishment of their tyifanmcal 
mastefs, showed that their national spirit was not 
extinct, but had waited, for above three centuries, fo? 
an (^[)portunity to rai^e the cry of freedom* 

Guzoo was immeiyaitely attacked, but the Indians, 
poiofly armed and without discipline of military skill, 
could efiecl nothing against its walls. They next 
directed, theif ^S»rt9 upon the important town of 
Funo, the only obstacle in their way to the rich and 
p(9ttk>tt8«city of La Paz^ Eighteen diousand Indians 
took poseession of the hills which surround Puno, 
and made a desperate attack on the place. But their 
overwhelming numbers were inefiectual against the 
defences of Punp and the military superiority of the 
Spaniards. Bepulsed from this post, they turned 
saide und ponred themselv^ lik^ a tonent over the 
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unprotected province of Chucuito. The Spaniards 
remained shut up in their walled towns and fortresses, 
while ihe insurgents traversed the open country with- 
out encountering the least resistance. Tnpac Amaru 
circulated everywhere his manifestoes and proclama- 
tions, announcing the independence of Peru, and the 
restoration of the empire of the Incas. 

It was not to he expected, that, amidst the disorderly 
multitudes who now suddenly rose in arms against 
their tyrants, success would always he used with mod- 
eration, and that the unbridled passions of a semi-bar- 
barous people would not at such times run riot in 
scenes of violence, bloodshed and rapine. The 
wealthy city of Oruro, the capital of a province of 
that name, was doomed to feel the deplorable effects 
of civil rage. The neighboring districts were in 
' rebellion ; the Indians had killed some of the princi- 
pal Spaniards, and had s^nt their heads to Tupac 
Amaru, as tokens of their adhesion to the cause of 
mdependence. The corregidor, fearing an attack 
upon the city, raised a body of militia, consisting of 
lOur hundred cholos, or Spaniards with a slight tinc- 
ture of Indian blood, who are esteemed the most 
robust and active of the whole Peruvian population. 
This band of defenders, seeing the rich city of Oruro 
completely in their power the moment that arms 
should be put into their hands, laid a plot to pillage 
the city. The corregidor had not yet armed them, as 
no enemy was actually in sight. To obtain weapons, 
they spread a rumor of a conspiracy among the 
Europeau Spaniards to assassinate diem, and, the 
next night, raised the sudden ery that the insurgents 
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were aj^rba^hing. Anns wei^e irimiedktely fur<* 
nilhed tkenir on which one division (rf their body 
marched off to a hill in the neighborhood, and 
sounded their tfumpeta as a signal to their associates 
in the mines, to rush forward and attack the city. 

The ifihabitanta, lulled into a fatal security by the 
profound disskaulation of the garrison, had taken no 
precautions against this danger, and Oruro fell at once 
into their hands* Bloodshed, pillage, and every spe- 
ciea of viofenyce, immediately followed. The fbrst 
fury of the assailants was directed against the Eu- 
ropean Spaniaords. Dreading the vindictive spirit of 
the naiives, they had taken refuge in the house of 
one eC thef wealthiest of their number, and there col- 
lected their silver for safe keeping, the house being 
strongly foi;tified. An attack was immediately made 
upou il^ and the hoi^se being set on fire, the occu- 
pants were forced out and all |mt to the sword 
Seveu hundred thousand doUara were obtained by 
the pillage of the houses All was now riot and 
devastation in Oxuro. Twenty thousand Indians 
from the neighboring j^ovinces, allured by the pros- 
pects of rapme, flocked to the place, and for ten days 
the fury of the^ Indians raged without control. 

Tupac Amaru had m the lineaa time reduced his 
disorderly bands to some degree of organization and 
discipline, and now, finding himself at the head of a 
respectable army« took up his march for Guzco. The 
idceroy of Lima raised the whole military force of the 
county, but the insurrection was spread over so wide 
an extent of territory, that die Spaniards were unable 
\4 cen^ntra^ their forces su^iently to strike a deci- 
f IV.— 8 
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sive blow in any quarter. Tupac marched in impe 
rial state, and caused himself to be received, on hif 
progress, under a pavilion, with all the pomp and 
ostentation of sovereignty. Such was the terror 
which his enterprise had struck into the Spaniards, 
and so flattering were his prospects of establishing 
the independence of Peru, that many of the noblest 
citizens of Cuzco joined his party, and offered to 
assist him in gaining possession of the city. Tupac, 
from the heights of Yauriquez, a short distance from 
the place, summoned Cuzco to surrender. Probably, 
had he arrived a few days sooner, nothing could have 
saved the city; but a short delay accomplished a 
material change in the resolutions of his fickle allies. 
Several of the Indian caciques led their followers to 
the defence of Cuzco ; the courage of the inhabitants 
received a new* stimulant, and, in a battle which took 
place under the walls of the city, Tupac's forces were 
defeated, and he was compelled to withdraw from the 
place. . 

The affairs of the Peruvians were thrown into far- 
ther confusion by the extravagant conduct of an 
Indian, named Juan Apasa. This man, originally a 
baker, but courageous, enterprising and unscrupu- 
lous, accidentally got possession of some despatches 
sent by Tupac Amaru to one of his officers named 
Tupa Catari. This last person had just been cap- 
tured and put. to death by the Spaniards, and Apasa 
conceived the bold design of assuming his name and 
authority. Accordingly he gave himself out for Tupa 
Catari, the viceroy of the Inca. Pushing his preten- 
sions to^a degree of audacity \nd success unparalleled 
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in the history ot the country, he became a sort of 
Peruvian Masaniello, and .Yidulged in almost every 
freak of wild and extravagant ambition. He made 
the city of La Paz his head quarters, and sent procla* 
mations in every direction, commanding the Peruvians 
to return to the habits and usages of their forefathers. 
He ordered them to hold assemblages on the tops of ' 
the mountains. He forbade them to eat bread, or to 
drink water from the springy. He commanded them 
to renounce the Christian religion, to bum the 
churches, and to put to death every Spaniard, or, in 
his own phraseology, every (me who wore a shirt. An 
Indian, bearing a proclamation to this effect, made 
his appearance at Tinguina, with a roj^e round his 
neck and a knotted cord in his hand, die tokens of 
his sanguinary mission. Thrice, in a loud voice, he 
called upon the people to gather around him and lis- 
ten to his explanation of the mystic symbols. The 
halter round his neck denoted that he would be hung 
if he departed from the truth. The knotted cord im- 
plied that, as he was prohibited from unloosing it on 
his way, so it was unlawful for him to open before 
the time the message of his Inca. Having made 
these announcements, he untied the mysterious c(»d, 
and proclaimed, in the name of Tupa Catari, a per- 
emptory decree, declaring his new authority, and 
commanding the instant execution of the Spaniards. 
The Indians raised a tumultuous shout, and ran to 
fulfil the sanguinary orders. The Spimiards took 
shelter in Ae church, where they were attacked by 
the Indians. They stood bravely on their defence, 
bat here, as in other places, the c\urch was set on 
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i&re, and the Spankrcls w^e forced oujtABd nil tnaa* 
jBacred. 

Tupac Amaru bad dio >powm to check these vand 
other excesses with i^^hich the ixiisuiJFeotionaiyMcaree^ 
df the Penmans ^iras sl»J»ied. At the Jiead pf a larg^ 
afixkj, he occupied ihe hj^hkindsi, Irom wtieh he 
despatched parties to «a^e inciiHrsioQs ngaift&t the 
enemy. Had he confined himself to this mode of 
warfare^ ^he iit^ould :probi^ly have siieiseeded m wast- 
ing theii: ierc^ by a constant 'seijes ^f harassing 
attacks, a^id in this maim^ the i^evolt pi the Pej^vi- 
a^s might have he^i hrought to a siju^cecsful issuie. 
JBttt) either from vnfaoit of sagacity* or anvinabiliity.lo 
tBstffain the aMent ffiEkd Adventuroas i^pirit of his fi>l- 
ilowerS) he all<»wed himself to be forced tp^ piliched 
hat^ in the ope^i pkai^, ^here the supeirioor numbeis 
of his m^ could ^urail oothimg against the «rraa, the 
discipline, ?imd the ^kill of El^r^p^a triH^m. At 
TuAgasttca the Pera^vians encoui^ered a^n wrmy of 
aixte^A thousand Spaniards, and, at tiie jG^ of an 
obstinate conflict, were entirely defeated* leiuriiiif the. 
M^do{ battle coifered wiith Uieir dead* 

Tfupac Amaru, after scaping firom th^ field wheie 
kis army hiad been roated^ yvas made prisoner by the 
Spaniards, together *with his iwiife asnl family^ He 
was immediately put vpon tri^d aoid totrtured to coiq^ 
pel hw io discioae iU» Acconoi^e^s, '* Ihaye only 
two^ficcomplices," was'his neply^ 'Vmyself end yo\i: 
yov, in robbing the people, and J, in e^eai^orii^ to 
prevent you.'' It k needles to say* th^lt he^ was jcon- 
demned to death. The mode ^of ^is axacntion js 
'Characteristic of Sp^ni»h jnstice in America. His 
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wife, childrei^ and kindred were first put to deiath 
before his eyes. After this, his tongue was plucked 
out by the hangman, and he was then torn asunder, 
limb from limb, by four wild horses. Thus fell the 
brave and heroic leader of the Peruvians, in their 
first attempt to throw off the yoke of the Spanish 
tyrants. Since the foundation of the empire of the 
Incas, Peru has no nobler name than Tupac Amaru. 

It does not fall within the limits of this work to 
record the whole history of the. Peruvian insurrec- 
tion, which abounds with events of th^ deepest inter- 
est. After a bloody struggle for t\»^o years, durmg 
which one third of the entire population of Peru per- 
ished by the hand .of violence, the revolt was sup- 
pressed. Twenty years afterwards the historian 
Funes saw the plains of Sicasica and Calamaca, for 
forty miles in extent, covered with heaps of unburied 
bones, Ipng in the plains where the wretched Indians 
fell, to bleach in die tropical sun. The tyrannical 
oppression of this unfortunate race was renewed with 
additional severity, and continued till the general 
revolt of Spanish America early in the present cen- 
tury. 
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Trs earliest trtditions of the Ameriean Indktns pre- 
sent us the names of certain TeiimrkaT)le personages, to 
^fdwra they referred the origin of their ciTili2ation. 
Their histories are all more oV less obscured by fable, 
and a sceptical inquirer might assign their existence 
to the regions of mythology. While the inhabitants 
of the western continent are still in their original 
state of baibarism, diese mysterious persons arise 
among them, and, by the exercise of some unknown 
Infiuence, acquire such a degree of power orer their 
xninds as to turn them from the satage state, and im- 
plant in their communities Ihe germ of civilized Hfe. 
These importam events are not always detailed with 
distindness, imd ^ r^l facts are often embelHshed 
with accounts that are allied to the marvellous. Men 
with beards and with clearer complexions than the 
Test of the pec^le, make their appearance among the 
Aiountaiiis of Anahuac, on the plain of Cundimlmarca, 
and in ^e elevated regions of €u£co, without any 
indications of the place of their birth. These strange 
beings, beiffing Hie title of hsgh priests, of legislators, 
and of the friends of peace and the arts, are receiyed 
with venenilioa by the natives, who submit implicitly 
to their authority. Manco Capac is the lawgiver of 
Bsru. BocMea presets himself on the 'Mgh j^teaus 
of Bogota, where he^ acquires authority among the 
Muyscas ; but of this individual we have hardly any 
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distinct account, beyond the simple fact that he came 
from the savannas that extend along tlft east of the 
great mountain ridge of the Cordilleras. 

Quetzalcoatl, who performs a similar part among 
the tribes which afterw*ard constituted the Mexican 
empire, is said to have appeared first at Panuco, on 
the shore of the Gulf of Mexico, clothed In a. black 
sacerdotal robe. He was a white and bearded man, 
and became "high priest and chief ma^strate of Tula. 
He established a religious sect, the members of which, 
like the fanatics of Hindostan, inflicted on themselves 
the most cruel penances. He introduced the custom 
of boring the lips and ears, and of lacerating and 
^ mangling the body. He led the life of a hermit, and 
his chosen place of retirement was the volcano of 
Catzitepetl, where he walked'barefooted on the prickly 
leaves of the agave. The reign of Quetzalcoatl was 
the golden age of the people of Anahuac. All the 
classic fables of the Satumian times are imitaied in 
th^ descriptions of this period.. Men and animals 
lived in peace ; the earth, unassisted by the labor of 
maU; brought forth the most fruitful harvests, and the 
air was filled with multitudes cf birds, admirable^bodi 
for the melody of their songs and the magnificence of 
their plumage. But this delightful state of tilings 
was not of long duration. The great spirit, Tezcatli- 
poca, ofiered Quetzalcoatl a cup of drink, which ren- 
dered him immortal, but at the same time' inspired 
him with a desire for roaming. He had lieard of a 
distant country, called Tlapallan, and set out in search 
of it. With his departure all things began to dete- 
riorate. 
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Qitttidcoad iKiected his journey, at first, to At 
•outhaMt^aad tkea easterly, though we are not inform- 
•dutCtlhsloealikjrofifaeterrkoryofTlapallan. Inpass- 
ing through the country of Gholuk, he was solicited by 
the inhabitants to remain among thqin, and he became 
their ruler. He stayed twenty years in this quarter, 
taught the people various arts, among others that of 
casting metals, instituted fasts, and regulated the in- 
tercalations of the Toltec year. He preached peace 
to man, and permitted no other ofiferings to the Deity 
than the first fruits of the harvest. After leaving 
Cholula he passed on to the mouth of the river Goa- 
sacoalco, in the bay of Campeachy, where he disap« 
peared, having promiseid the Cholulans that he woul^ 
return in a shoil time and confirm their happiness. 
Quetzalcoatl was afterwards deified, and the great 
pyramid of Cholula had an altar on its summit dedi- 
cated to him ai god of the air. 

The name Quetzalcoatl signifies, in die Mexican 
language, "Feathered Serpent." The Mexican pic- 
tures and statues represent him as tall and stout, 
with a fair complexion,' open forehead, large eyes, 
long black hair, and thick beard* His dress is com- 
monly a long robe. As in the history of the demi- 
gods and heroes of Greece, the facts of his life are 
overlaid by mythological fictions; yet there is no good 
reason to doubt his real existence. A Spanish writer 
has maintained that he ,was no other than the apostle 
St. Thomas, who preached Christianity in India, and 
from thence might have passed to America. It it 
remarkable that the image of the cross is plainly dis- 
cernible in the sculptures of Palenque ; and personSi 
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apparently priests, are represented as making offerings 
to this symbol of Christianity. Yet the mission of 
St Thomas to America must be regarded as the mere 
suggestion of an enthusiastic fancy. 
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XoLOTL, long of the Chechemecans, flomislied in 
the twelfth century. The Chechemecans inhabited 
originally the country north of Mexico. Their man- 
ners blended a certain degree of cirilization ¥rith 
many traits of barbarism. They had distinctions of 
rank and settled habitations, but were not an agricul- 
tural people. Their religion was the simple wtrship 
of the sun. 

By the death of his father, the government of the 
kingdom was bequeathed to Xolotl, jointly ¥rith his 
brother Achcantli. But the former, being dissatisfied * 
with a divided authority, det^mined to seek for 
another territory, where he might reign without a 
rival. He despatched emissaries in different direc- 
tions, to explore the country, and learnt from them 
that a desirable situation offered itself in the south. 
He accordingly collected a large number of people, 
and set out on his expedition. Proceeding gradually 
to the south, in about a year and a half they reached 
the land of Anahuac, where the empire of Mexico 
was afterwards founded. This territory had been, 
previously peopled by the Toltecs, a nation which, 
like the Chechemecans, had migrated from the north. 
The Toltecs had become a great people, and built nu- 
merous large cities, but a. terrible pestilence swept 
away the greater part of the inhabitants, and the le- 
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mainder dispersed themselves among the neighboring 
nations. 

When Xolotl and his attendants reached this coun- 
try, it had been solitary and waste for nearly a cen- 
tury. They halted about forty miles north of the 
kk« of Mexico. From this place XiAoil sent the 
prince Nopaltzia, his son, to survey the neighborhood. 
He visited the lake, and traversed the heights whidi 
surround the beautiful vale of Mexico. He was so 
charmed wi^ the delightful ^appearance of the coun* 
tiiy, Ihat he todc foimal possession of the whole region, 
iv thi name of his fkther, by going to the tqp of a 
lofty mountain, and shooting four arrows toward the 
iMur quarteni i^ the sky. Xolotl determined to re- 
laun here and ibrm a permanent settlement At 
Tenayuca, six mikt north of Mexico, he ordered an 
enum^mtion of the people to be made, by eadi man 
tkrowiiig a stone into a heap. Twelve piles ef the 
stones ]»main there to this day. 

Xolotl built a city at Tmiayuca and established hi» 
oeoft there. He sent explorera to discover ^ 
source^ o# the rtvera which traversed the country. 
These persons found, scattered about in different parts, 
a-few Toltec families, from whom they l^amt the cause 
of the desolation of the country. The new commu- 
nity was soon augmented by the arrival of other enu- 
gtBOttts from the north, and before long it became a 
flourishing kingdom. At the marriage of one of the 
sens of Xi^tl, an entertainment wns given at Tena- 
ytica, which lasted fbr sixty days ; it consisted of 
ghews of wrestling, racing, combats' of wild beetsts^ 
and other rude sports characteristic of a barbarous 
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people, Tke cirilization of the Chechemecans, how- 
ever, advanced much more rapidly than that of the «ur- 
rouading nations^ and the kingdom of Xolotl heeame 
cdefaoKled to such a degree as to gain constant acces- 
sions of inhabitants from the neighboring states. 

- The reign of Xolotl was mild and equitable. Al- 
though he possessed enterprise, decision and energy 
of character sufficient to enable him to found a power- 
ful kingdom, he governed his subjects with a clem- 
ency which at last degenerated to a fault. The latter 
part of his reign was disturbed by the insubordination 
and turbulence of a portion of his pec^le. He was 
harassed by obstructions thrown in the way of his 
authority, and at length a plot was laid to take hu 
life. An opportunity soon ofiered. The king had 
been making preparations, to increase the waters of 
his garden, where he was accustomed to sleep and 
recreate himself in the afternoon, in the cool shades of 
the trees. Taking advantage of this circumstance, 
the conspirators secretly dammed up the river that 
crossed the city, and, aided by the works prepared by 
the king, let the water at once into the garden, and 
overflowed it. Xolotl, however, had secret intelli- 
gence of the conspiracy. On the day appointed for 
the act, he went as usual into the garden, and the 
conspirators, being on the watch, imagined that they 
had secured their victim ; but the king, instead of lying 
down to rest in the arbor where he had been accus- 
tomed to repose, betook himself to a lofly mound, 
where he was in no danget. On a sudden the inun-^ ' 
dation burst in and flooded the garden. "Ah!" 
exclaimed he, "what liberal subjects have I! I 
IV.— 9 
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wished Ibr a motsthfol of waler, and they gire me a 
whole cataract!" Pfeserviog the same spirit, he 
ondored puUic rejoicings for this 9ct of munifiomoe 
-OA the part of his frleads. Such is <me instBaes of 
his imstaken oleineucy. 

Xolatl died after a reiga of about forty yean. He 
Nras a soan of courage and resolution, yot mild and 
suitable in his admiai^ration. He is, BMieoyer, 
•eeiebrated for the afifeeldoiiatte dkpoaitioa ^diich he 
nuuiifested in private life« His corpse lay In slate, for 
.'five days, on a bi^ made of gumoo|>al and aronunic 
euhelances, and decked with gdd oviiamenta; after 
which it was burnt, according to the custom of the 
dhecfaemecans, and the ashes were coUecled in an 
iiKn and deposited in a care. 
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ACAMAPITZIN, 

FIRST KING OF MB 3;; I CO. 

TsB govemmetit of Mexico was aristocratical till 
the year 1352, the supreme authority being exercised 
by a council composed of persons most eminent for their 
Trisdom and influence. At the foundation of the city, 
the numbef of these was twenty, the chief of whom 
waa Tenoch^ as appears from the' Mexican paintings. 
Hie Weak and humble state in which the people felt 
themselves, on account of the trouble their neighbors 
gave them, and the example of the Ghechemecans, the 
Tepaneeans, and the Colhuans, induced them to erect 
llieir Kttle state into a nuonarchy — ^hoping that tl^e 
royal authority would throw a degree of splendor on 
^ whole body of the natioit, and also flattering them- 
selves that the election of a king would secure to 
them an able general, to defend them against their 
enemies. The choice fell by common consent on 
At^amapitdn. 

This individual was one of the most prominent 
among Acm for his knowledge and prudence. He 
was th^ son of Opochtli, a noble Aztec, and Atozotzli, 
a princess of the royal family of Colhuacan. Being * 
unmarried, he sought a wife among the first families 
of Anahuac, and sent successive embassies to the 
sovereigns of Tacuba and Azcapozalco ; but in both 
quarters his advances were rejected with disdain* 

Digitized by Google 



96 ACABCAFITZIN. 

Aristocradcal pride and the scruples of etiquette are 
not, it seems, confined to ^he higher degrees of civili- 
zation. . The new king of Mexico was more success- 
ftil with the chief of Coatlichan, who gave him his 
daughter in martiage, and the wedding was celebrated 
at Mexico with the greatest rejoicings. 

The Tlatelolcos, neighbors and rivals of the Mexi- 
cans, and who were constantly observing what was 
going on among them, thought it incumbent upon 
them to imitate their example, that they ipight not be 
surpassed in glory and military power by their com- 
petitors. Being unable to make an advantageous 
selection of a sovereign from their own nation, they 
requested of the king of Tepaneca, who exercised a 
sort of feudal sovereignty over the territory of the 
Mexicans, one of his sons to reign over them. That 
monarch complied with their request, and Quaquan- 
pitzahuac was crowned first king of Tlatelolco, in 
1353. It was judged that the Tlatelolcos, by this 
movement, had the ultimate design to flatter the king 
of Tepaneca, and incense him against their rivals. 
.They declaimed against the presumption and inso- 
lence of the Mexicans, in creating a king without his 
permission, and urged so many arguments on this 
point, that the Tepanecan monarch was soon wrought 
up to a hostile feeling against the Mexicans, and de- 
termined to harass them as Pharaoh did the Israel* 
ites, by the imposition of heavy tasks and burthens. 

The Mexicans, till that period, had paid only 9 
small tribute of fish and water-fowl. This tribute 
was now doubled, in addition to which, they were 
required to transport many thousands of trees, to be set 
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IB tb^ gKfianMt ptrka^and roads of T^paneca. ThBf 
were also ordered to ooMcuct a great floating garden 
•a the lake of 'Me»€o* 

It appebrs dmt gardens of this desoription were 
found here by the Spaniah conqt^efoes, and were 
▼iewed by tbem widi admiration. They were oen« 
strutted by pUiing ^ad twisting willows, and roots of 
mansh plants, and other light but strong materials, 
together, so as to fcnrm a secure flooring. On this 
foundation, they laid the li^t bndies which float on 
the lake, aiid, abofre these, a lay^ of mud, drawn from 
the bottom of the lake. On due top of the whole was 
placed a stratum of dry soiL On these aftifldal terri- 
tories, the MeKioane ewkivated all sorts of regetahles 
for food, and cdso fields of maize. As the industry of 
the people increased, these flqatmg gardens became 
very numeroiis, and many of them were beauti- 
fully ornamented with bade of flowers, odoviferous 
plants, sttflnner^hottses and arisers for the reoieation 
of the nobles, lionga&er their conquest, the Mexicans 
continue tlw use of ^se floating gardens. Every 
day of the j^ear, inmimerable boats from them, loaded 
with various kinds of h^rbs and flowers, were se^ 
arriving by the cand at the giSeat market of Mexico. 
Some of the gardens even contained trees which 
afforded a shade to the iahabitants ; €md all were 
towed about the lake by beats, according as the owpet 
wished to change his neighborhood. 

The Mexicans constructed the garden, and paid the 

additional tribute demanded by the king of Tepaneca. 

The next year, an additional burthen was imposed 

on them. They were too weak to resist tlieir task- 

o ®* . 
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masters, and *still submitted. Notwithstanding thest 
oppressions, their state continued to flourish under 
the administration of Acamapitzin. The population 
increased, buildings of stone were erected, and the 
canals, which prored so serviceable to the city, were 
constructed. Acamapitzin governed Mexico in peace 
for thirty-seven years. Finding his end approaching, 
he called his chief officers around him, and, after 
exhorting them to a continuance of their zeal for the 
public good, recommending to their care his vdves 
and children, and declaring the deep pain it gave him 
to reflect that he left his people tributary to the Te- 
panecans ; he stated that, as he had received the crown 
from, their hands, he surrendered it to them again, in 
order that it might be bestowed on the most worthy. 
He died in the year 1389, greatly lamented by the 
Mexicans, who celebrated his obsequies with all the 
magnificence they could exhibit. 

Apamapitzin had many wives, though only two of 
them were honored vrith the name of queen. Two of 
his sons, Iluitzithuitl and Chimalpopoca, afterwards 
became kings of Mexico. The subjection of the 
Mexicans to the Tepanecans lasted for fifty yean, 
during which time Mexico continued to be governed 
by a line of kings chosen by election, much in the 
same manner as the sovet eigns of Poland were elected 
by th^ diet of that kingdom. 
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In the reign of Itzcoatl, the fourth kmg of Mexico, 
a young man of the royal race, named Montezuma 
Ilhuicamina, began to attract notice for his shining 
qualities. His surname of Ilhuicaminsu signified 
"Archer of Heaven," and in the ancient Mexican 
paintings he is represented with an arrow piercing the 
sky. He also obtained the appellation of Ttacatle, or 
** Great Heart." His invincible courage and strength 
of body were the theme of unbounded admiration 
among his countrymen, who naturally set a high 
value upon qualities so very useful in the state of per- 
petual hostilities that distinguish the early Mexican 
annals. 

The first mention we find, of Montezuma in the 
Mexican histories, is immediately after the conquest 
of Tezcuco by Itzcoatl, when he was sent on a difli- 
cult and dangerous embassy by the Mexican king. 
On his return, he had the ill-fortune to fall into an 
ambuscade of his enemies, who took him, and all his 
attendants, prisoners, and conducted them to Chalco, 
where they were delivered into the tands of Toteoizin, 
the chief of that city, and an inveterate enemy of the 
Mexicans. They were confined in a close prison, ' 
under the care of an ofiicer named Quateotzin, who 
received strict orders to keep them on*short allowance 
of provisions, the amount of which was prescribed, 
until the mode of putting them to death should be 
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determined. Quateotzin had more humanity than his 
master, and ventured to disobey him. He supplied 
his prisoners liberally with food, and saved them from 
famishing. Aftev a long detei^Di ^olt^tzin decided, 
as the most profitable way of disposing of his pris- 
oners, to deliver them over to the Huetzozinf^ans, to be 
sacrificed on their altars, according to the bloody rites 
of the nations of Anahuac, who studied to conciliate 
the god of war by human sacrifices. Montezuma 
and his companions were accordingly s^nt, under a 
s^ong escort, to the city of HuexotziQco< But the 
inhabitants of this place, amidst all their badbarism, 
were not without a sentiment of honor and humanity. 
" Why," said ihej, " should we put men to death who 
have committed no other crime than that of serving 
their country? And even if they' deserve to die, 
what honor can we obtain by taking the lives of pris- 
oners whom we never captured? Go back to your 
nmster," said they to the officers of Toteot»n, "at// 
inform him that the people of Huexotzineo will np^ 
diegrc^e themselves by a deed so infamous." 

The prisoners were accordingly reconducted to 
dhalco. But Toteotzin, far from being touched by the 
ihagnanimous conduct of his neighbors, fell upon 
another expedient to turn has prize to account He 
had incurred Ae enmity of Maxtlaitont the tyrant of 
the Tepanecans^ by his inconstancy and treachery in 
abandoning the cause of that monarch at a critical 
conjuncture* He now indulged a hq>e of conciliating 
him by placing^ at his^ flisppsal Monteaoma and his 
firiends, against whom the tyrant was known to enter- 
ti^n the" most vindictive feelings.' Hs accordingly 
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iwint him information of the capture of these persons, 
and ofiered to receive his orders as to any fate he 
chose to assign them. While he awkited the answer, 
he directed the Mexicans to he shut up closely, as 
Defore, under the superintendence of the same Qua- 
teotzin, whose disobedience of his orders, it appears, 
he had never discovered. 

Quateotzin, naturally- humane and generous, had 
become ^ong^ attached to Montezuma by observing 
the noble qualities which his prisoner displayed 
during his captivity. Having the strongest reason 
to apprehend that Maxtlaton would not hesitate to 
consign the Mexicans to a cruel death, he formed the 
hefoic and gallakt resolution to rescue them from 
their fate at the hazard of his own life. On the even- 
ing preceding the day on which the messengers 
were expected to return, he informed Montezuma of 
the danger that menaced him, and counselled him to 
save himself by an immediate flight. As he pos- 
sessed exact information of the state of the roads and 
the guards posted upon them, he advised the prison- 
ers to make the best of their way to the shore of the 
lake at Chimalhuacan, and embark for Mexico at 
that place. He recommended his family to the care 
of Montezuma, as he had little doubt that immediate 
death would be his portion as soon as the flight of the 
prisoners should be known. With these words, he 
ordered the prison doors to be thrown open at dead 
of ^ight by one of his confidential oflicers. The 
Mexicans had no means of requiting the noble gene- 
rosity of their bene&ctor, except by instantly follow- 
ing his advice.' They ste>le silently out of the prison 
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at midiug^ti and proeeeded caatioudjr otteif hf^pBHtm 
lo the neighbogrbood of Chkaalitoaeaa, wh#fe fhey Uy 
concealed all ^ foUowiDg day, with noth ag bat raw 
TegetaUes lor their susteBaace. In the aigbt that 
iisUowed) they seized canoea vpon the sheiey and em* 
hearked. By swift rowing, they escaped all parsuk^ 
and arrived safe at Mexico, where diey w«^ received 
as pei^^Eie arisea from the dead. 

Toteotzin was inflamed with the most fiifiou^ rage 
^ learaing the flight of the prkoners. Qoattotziii 
was immediately suspeeted*. and die wcnrtt ap prAeah 
sions of that generoua maa were realized by the wm^ 
guinary orders of his chief. He waa iwtaediately 
put to death and his body fiNurtered* The vMigeaaee 
of, the berbaioua Toteotzin did net sj^ara his imiocaat 
fiuaaily. The wife and children of die nidu^ppy ^io- 
tim shared his fhte^ with the exception (^ a sen attd 
daughter, who were iertunate eaough lei imi» their 
escape. The daughter fled to ISexi^Oi wheiiB sba 
aajoyM the proteetioii aad honor due to the offilpriog 
of a B^an who had sacrificed his otm Ufe hi a deed 
of hnmamty and the perfevmanoa of ai» ioipaitaail 
service to the Mexidaa nation. 

The embassy of Toteotadn^ ftotwithatandiaig his 
hopes, did not result in gainiasg for him die good w3i 
of the Tepanecffii king. Maxdateil refused to b* 
dueled by the flattery and obsequidusness of the 
chief of Chalco. He sent htm for answer that he 
was a double-ia<^ traitef, and ordered him^ to sethla 
prisoners at Uber^ without delay. No feeling of 
humanity, it appears, prampted thb eeaunaiul. Max« 
thtUm hinted the Mexicans ttoat mtease V^ and wai aial 
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ittcuMomad to spnre his eimniet; but Ut ni9» w«b 
ed kighfy excited against Toteatein^ that ka could mat 
maisi the lacliBa^cHi to fru^iate bia designs aiid taeat 
faim with caatempt / So fEor was he horn m wish lo 
laTOi^ the Mescan nation, that he waa actually eai^ 
gaged ia coUeotmg a large army to alrike a hea^y 
aa«L deciam Uow upon thmn. The rumor ol the' 
approocha^f war tktew Mexico into eonstamatioai. 
The peopb considiareA t^mnaehiea uttefly inci^Ua 
of ofiering any efiectual resistance to the Tepaueoaii 
forcea* aud flodced in crowds to lile king, deprecating 
&e waf^ aend entreatncg him to sare the city and the 
nation from ruin, by uegotialing with tlieit too pou^ 
arful masters ; fot Mexico, at this per|od^ was mSi 
nomiiMilly aub^ect to the kiug of the TepaaecaAs. 

<* Peace! peace!" tiieiy cried, at the gates of Ae 
pakce, " sue for peace ftoip Maittlalen, O^fer him 
sabmiauon and solicit his clemeficy* Let our god be 
borue cm the shouldera of the pnests into h» pi«e- 
ence. In this way only can we 'be sared from the 
eakmitiea thait kai^ over our heads." So great was 
the clamor of the populace, which at length sweSed 
imo violent ihreatsy that ^ prudemt king began to 
fear a popular aeditieii, which n^bt prove more Hfttal 
than a war with the enemy» He showed symptc»ns 
of an inclination to yield to their demands ; but Monte^ 
auma, who was present, was touched with shame at 
the thought of this ignoHe submission. His indigna- 
tion birst out into the bold language of reproach^ 
** Oh, ye Mexicans )" he exclaimed, ^ what would ye 
do ? Have ye lost both reason and courage ? How 
baa sash cowardice stolen into your heetrts? Have 
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ye forgotten that ye are Mexicans, the descendanta 
of those heroes who founded this noble city, and who 
defended it valiantly against all its enemies ? Aban- 
don your pusillanimous demands, or renounce forever 
the glory you inherit from yoiir ancestors ! " Then,« 
turning to the monarch, he said, ^* How, sir,, can you 
permit such ignominy to stain the character of your 
people? Speak to them again, and tell them to 
strike one blow, at least, before they crouch beneath 
their enemies." 

The courage of the monarch received new anima- 
tion from the words of Montezuma. He harangued 
the populace, and succeeded in quieting their clam- 
ors. Montezuma undertook the perilous task of an 
embassy to the hostile chief, with the hope of pre- 
venting a vi(9X by an honorable treaty ; but Maxtlaton, 
self-confident in the superior force of his armies^ 
would listen to no terms. A formal declaration of 
war immediately tensued on both sides, and the people 
pf Mexico, again thrown into consternation, thronged 
the avenues to the royal palace, demanding permis- 
sion to abandon their city, the ruin of which they 
believed to be certain. Once more the king exhorted 
them to courage, and endeavored to comfort them 
with the hopes of victory. A strange compact en- 
sued, characteristic of a semi^barbarous people. " If 
the enemy conquer," said the king, "I agree to 
deliver myself into your hands, to be ofiered up a 
sacrifice at your pleasure." " If we conquer," said 
^e people, " we bind ourselves and our descendants 
to be vassals and tributaries to you, to cultivate youx 
lands and those of your nobles, to build your housesi 
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to bear j/oxa burdeiis and youx ainfis and ba^^gag^ 
whsti you gt) to war/' ''It is agreed," said betb 
parties. Such, the Mexican bi3torie8 inform us, was 
the origin of perssoial vassalage in thU empire. 

The Meidcaa army immediately took the field, 
under the command of Montezuma, whose dull and 
courage placed him far above all other competitors for 
the post of general^iH^chie^ The Tepanecan army 
approadied in formidable numbers, man^aUed in 
admirable order, and mosi splendidly equi|^d in 
armor adorned with plates of gold, and helmeli cor* 
ered with lofty and brilliaait plumes. Their march 
was cheered oaward with loud shouts, with which 
they rent the air in boastful antieipatioii of vi^ry. 
The king, Maxtiaton, despised the Mexicans too much 
to condescend to lead his tr4K>ps against them in per^ 
son, but placed at their head a general of high reputa^ 
tion, named Mazatl. The two armies met in tha 
neighborhood of Mexico. The signal for the charge 
was given by the king, Itzcoatl, by ^riking a little 
drum which he carried on his shoulder; and both 
sides rushed to the contest with great fory. During 
the greater part of the day the struggle cootinued 
without giving either party the prospect' of victory, 
but a little before sunset, reinforcements jiuned the 
Tepanecan army, and the Mexicaiis, sinking wski&t 
&tigue and the assaults of overwhelming numbem, 
began to give ground. 

. A panic soon diffused itseU* ai^ong their tmkai 

Many uttered cries of submission ta the enemy, and 

called out for quarti^s; the Heacan army i^s on 

the point of being totally reuted sMl dispersed, h 
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this exigency, the courage and resolution of Monte^ 
zuma saved his country. '* Let us fight/' he exclaim- 
ed, " till death ! If we die with arms in our hands, 
defending our liberties, we die in the performance of 
our duty. If we survive our defeat, we live in eternal 
dishonor!" Inspired by his exhortation, the chief 
Mexican officers united in a compact phalanx, and 
rushed with vigor and determination upon the enemy. 
The Tepanecans, surprised at this unexpected and 
desperate charge, recoiled at once from their assail- 
ants, and abandoned an advantageous post which they 
had just gained. The Mexicans followed up their 
advantage. In the heat of the conflict, Montezuma 
encountered the Tepanecan general, hand to hand, 
and, with one blow from his sword, laid him lifeless 
on the ground. His death spread terror among his 
troops, and they abandoned the field of battle in con- 
fusion under cover of the approaching night. 

Maxtlaton, vrith astonishment and alarm, received the 
intelligence that his army was defeated. He instantly 
comprehended the perils of his situation. Unless 
he could retrieve his fortunes by a bold and success- 
ful stroke, he saw himself destined to become a tribu- 
tary to the Mexican king, his own vassal. Rage and 
indignation fired his soul at the thought. He called 
his officers around him, harangued them on the glory 
of triumphing over their enemies, and the disgrace 
of submitting to their inferiors. His exhortations 
fortified them with courage again to meet the enemy. 
The two armies once more encountered each other in 
deadly conflict. But the Mexicans were now in- 
quired with the highest hopes and the most invinci- 
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Ue determinatian to con:quer or die. After a terrible 
carnage, tictory crowned their eflforts. The T^pane- 
cans were driven ftom the field, and retreated to their 
capital of Azcapozalco. The Mexican army pursued 
them to the city, and the Tepanecan3, unable to de- 
fend themselves within its walls, abandoned Azcapo- 
zalco, and took their flight to the mountains. 

The haughty and imperious Maxtlaton, who, until 
that moment, had looked with contempt and scorn 
upon the Mexicans, and conceived himself safe from 
aU the vicissitudes of fortune, now heard the victorious 
• shouts of his enemies resounding in his capital, and 
saw their armed squadrons invading the courts of his 
palace. Without the fortitude to meet death with 
dignity, he attempted to save himself by an ignoble 
flight, and at length found a hiding-place in a temaz' 
colli, or vapor-bath. The researches^ of the conquerors, 
however, could not be eluded. He was discovered 
in his retreat, ignominiously dragged out into public 
view, and exposed to all the insults and brutalities of 
an infuriated soldiery, hot from scenes of carnage. 
No prayers nor tears, with which he implored their 
mercy, could avail to save his life. He was beaten 
to death with clubs and stones, and his corpse was 
thrown out into the fields, to be devoured by birds of 
prey. Such was the issue of the Tepanecan war, 
which established the independence of Mexico, in the 
year 1425 of the Christian era, precisely one century 
after the foundation of the city. 

The eflicient services which Montezuma had ren- 
dered in this virar, were requited by lai^e grants of 
territory among the subjugated Tepanecans, iriio now 
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betBm^ the vassals of the Mexican empire. Monl^ 
iBW»» contnmed (o sig^ialize his career hj miliiiiTjr 
exploits in the wars wia^^d by the Mexicans against 
their neighbors. Wi&in a space of ^^re years the 
Mexican pow^ reeeived such constant a«|;inentation 
by means of his political skill and military genius, 
that it beoaBie predominant in the country, and the 
empire of Mexico absorbed aH the comaavinities In 
the neighborhood. 

.King Itzcoatl died in 14SS. The four elect<Hn, 
.whose 4uty it was to appoiiii a successor, did not de- 
liberate long in thdir choice* MoQiesumawaseleYiUed 
to the thione, amidst the genetal applause of the na- 
tion whose prosperity he had so wonderflilly promoted* 
The Mexican annals describe the loiog series of his 
wQissftnd conquests, but a detail of them would not 
come within the scope of our work ; we can specify 
only the most remarkalUe events in his reign, bi 
the year 1446, excessive rains fell on the moimtaiiia 
around Mexico. The waters of the kke rose to ten 
inundation ; a great part of the city was overflowed, 
and many houses were washed away. The st^eoQs 
became impassable, and boats were used to traverse 
every quarter of (he city. Mantezi»na saw the 
necessity df pioviding a security against further /aee^ 
deuits.of this sort, which might one day lay his whole 
capital in. rums. He consulted with the king of Te»- 
euco, who appears to ban^e ei^oyed the reputation of 
a skilful engineer at that period. By his advice an 
immense dyk» was projieqted, to turn off the torrents 
of water that rushed down from the> mountains. The 
iHJghboring towns weve ordered to fiavni^ pr» 
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8cril>ed quantities of wooden piles, timber, stones and 
other materials, and quotas of workmen to perform 
die labor of building. In a very short time the dyke 
was completed. It was nine miles long, and proved 
a work of such efficacy that the Spaniards, although 
they employed European engineers, were not able, in 
two centuries and a half, to give it any essential im- 
provements, 

Mexico at this period must have been exceedingly 
populous. A few years afterward a famine afflicted 
the country. Severe frosts, late in the spring, de- 
stroyed the crops of cotn for two successive years. 
The next year an extraordinary drought produced a 
similar calamity. The royal granaries were exhausted, 
and the people, in a state of starvation, were* driven, 
some to abandon the country, and others to sell them- 
selves for slaves. A proclamation was published by 
the king, in which he prohibited any man from selling 
himself for less than five hundred ears of maize, and 
any woman for less than four hundred. By this we ' 
may learn the nature of the article that supplied the 
place of money in Mexico. 

In a rebellion of the people of Ghalco, the brother 
of Montezuma, with some other Mexicans, fell acci- 
dentally into the hands of the rebels. These people 
seem to have entertained the hope of shaking off the 
authority of their sovereign and making their city the 
rival of Mexico. They proposed to Montezuma's 
brother, to make him king of Chalco. He at first 
repelled all their advances, but, finding them bent 
strongly on this design, he feigned consent In 
order diat the ceremony of his assuming the sove* 
10* 
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rei^ly might be the more solemn, he requested {hat 
a very tall tree might be planted in the market place, 
with a scaffold on it, from which he might be viewed 
by the whole multitude. Everything was done as he 
desired. He assembled the Mexicans around the 
tree, and ascended the scaffold with a bunch of flow- 
ers in his hand. From this elevation, in the view of 
an immense concourse of people, he thus addressed 
his own countrymen : " You know well, brave Mexi- 
cans, that the Chalchese wish to make me thtir king. 
But it is not agreeable to God that I should commit 
such an act of treachery to my country. I prefer to 
show yoii, by my example, that I value honor rather 
than life." With these words, he threw himself head- 
long to the ground, and was killed. The Chalchese 
were so enraged at this act of heroic self-devotion, that 
they immediately fell upon the remaining Mexicans, 
and despatched them with their darts. 

The perpetrators of this unjustifiable massacre sooii 
found reason to dread the vengeance due to the san- 
guinary deed. On the evening of the next day, say 
the Mexican histories, the melancholy screaming of 
an owl filled them with superstitious terror, and an- 
nounced to their guilty apprehensions the approaching 
wrath of the gods. Their alarm was not without 
foundation. Montezuma, justly incensed at the bar- 
barpu% murder of his people, immediately declared 
war against the Chalchese, and a hundred beacon 
fires blazed from the mountaiil-tops, to summon his 
troops to the capital. At the head of a large army, he 
marched against Chalco, and visited that city with so 
terrible a slaughter as to leave it almost depopulated. 
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The place wa^ sacked and plundered, and the ifiostof 
the inhabitants who escaped the sword of the Mex^ 
icanSf fled to the mountains which overlook the plain 
of Chalco. The fury t)f revenge was succeeded in 
Montezuma, as is usual with noble minds, by feelings 
of compassion for the unfortunate. He proclaimed d 
general pardon to all the fugitives, and took special 
^measures for the relief of the aged, the women and 
children, inviting them to return without fear to their 
homes. Not content with this, he sent his troops ta 
traverse the mountains, and bring back the wanderers 
who had sought a shelter among the caves and 
forests. 

By various subsequent conquests of Montezuma, 
the empire of Mexico was extended easterly as far as 
the shores of the gulf; in the southeast, as far as the 
centre of the country of the Mixtecas; in the south, 
beyond Chilapan ; in the west, to the valley of Toluca, 
and in the north, to the extremity of the vale of Mexico. 
After a most prosperous reign of twenty-eight years, 
be died, in 1464, universally regretted. 

fhis prince appears to be entitled to the highest 
rfink amoqg the sovereigns of Mexico, for military 
genius and political sagacity. He gave indepen- 
dence to his country, and greatly augmented, by his 
skilful and persevering efforts, the extension and con- 
solidation of the Mexican monarchy* As his reign 
was within half a century of the invasion of this coun- 
try by the Spaniards, it is probable that civilization 
and the arts had, during tha^ period, reached pretty 
nearly the degree of development in which they were 
found by the Castilian conquerors. 'We shall intro- 
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duce, therefore, in this place, a general and hasty 
glance at the state of society in ancient Mexico. 

The Mexicans, like the Romans, yrere not inven- 
tors of architecture, but copied it from others. When 
they arrived in Mexico from the north, they found it 
foil of large and beautiful* cities, the work of the 
Toltecs and other nations. Reduced, afterwards, to 
^eat hardships on the little islands of the lake of 
Tezcuco, they built rude huts of reeds and mud for 
their dwellings, until, by increase of wealth and inter- 
course with their more polished neighbws, they were 
enabled to , improve and beautify their architecture. 
When the Spaniards arrived in the country, they were 
struck with surprise and admiration at the sijfht of the 
Mexican cities, which displayed a skill and magnifi-* 
pence of construction that indicated the very reverse 
of barbarism in the people. Cortez, in his first letter 
to the emperor, Charles I., is unable to find words to 
depict what he saw. " Montezuma's palaces," he 
says, "both in the city of Mexico and other places, are 
such admirable structures, that I do not believe I shall 
be ever able to describe their excellence and gran- 
deur; therefore I shall only say that there are no 
equals to them in Spain." These declarations are 
COTifirmed by othe^r persons in the army of Cortez, who 
wrote narratives of the expedition. 

In Mexico, as was the case in all parts of Europe at 
that period, and as we find it at the present' day in the 
rich and populous countries of Asia, the strongest con- 
trast existed between the habitations of the poor and 
those of the rich and noble. The houses of the lower 
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class in Mexico were built of reeds'or unbumt bricks, 
stone and mud, with thatched roofs of long, coarse 
grass, or leaves of the aloe placed in the manner 
of tiles. One of the main supports of a house was a 
tree, by means of which, beside the comfort of its 
shade, tHey saVed considerable labor in building. 
The houses >of the nobility and rich people were built 
of stone and lime, generally two stories in height, with 
laTge hfils and court-yards. The roofs were fiat and 
terraced. The walls were so neatly whitened and 
polished, and shone so brilliantly in the sun, that the 
Spaniards, when at a distance, mistook them for silver. 
Many of these houses were richly and fantastically 
ornamented with turrets and pinnacles. 

Mexico,* like Venice,. was built in the water, with 
canals running through all the streets. The large 
houses in general were so arranged that the front 
entrance opened on the street, and the back door on a 
canal. They had no wooden doors, the laws and 
police being so strict as to prevent theft. But a 
screen of fine reeds was commonly hung over the 
entrance, on which was suspended a string of cocoas, 
OT some tinkling materials, which ^siyered ^he pur- 
pose of a door-fbell when a person entered. Many of 
the houses had large gardens, with fish-ponds and 
walks laid out with much, taste and symmetry. 

The palaces and large houses were adorned with 
numerous columns, round and square, some of them 
of marble and alabaster. The stone named TezontU 
was much used in building, and continues in use to the 
present day. It is of a blood-red colpr. The cor- 
mces and other projections of the walls were pro- 
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fiisely adorned with fantastic carved work. The . 
pavements of the courts and halls were executed with 
much skill, and often chequered with marble and 
other precious stones. The ceiling and roofs of the 
better sort of buildings were made of cedar, fir, cjrpresa 
and other kinds of wood peculiar to Mexico. 

The religion of the Mexicans was a sanguinary 
superstition, under the influence of which they sac- 
rificed on their altars the prisoners taken ^n war. 
They also exhibited gladiatorial spectacles, in which 
the md^t distinguished prisoners migh^ save their 
Kves by killing their antagonists. There were regu* 
lar orders of priesthood, and convents of ^ men and 
women. Sacrifices were made to the sun, and in^ 
cense was burned before their idols. 

The Mexicans were remarkable for their activQ 
commercial habits. All the various branches of 
trade were pursued with the greatest industry. In 
the great square of Tlatelolco, which may be called 
the Royal Exchange of Mexico, and which was double 
the size of any place of the same kind in Spain, more 
than fifty thousand merchants were to be seen every 
day. It was surrounded by porticoes and arcades, m 
which the various articles of merchandise were ar- 
ranged in a r^egular system, so that all commercial 
dealings were transacted in perfect order. This was 
the great emporium of Mexican trade, where all the 
productions of agriculture, manufactures and the fine 
arts, were sold or exchanged. To this spot resorted 
the jewellers and potters of Cholula, the gddsmtths 
of Azcapozalco, the sculptors of Tenajocan, the paint- 
ers of Tezcuco, the mat-weavers and chatr^makers of 
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Qnauhtitlan, the hunters of Xilotepec, the fish-dealen 
of Guitlahuac, the florists of Xochimilco, the garden* 
ers and fruit-sellers of the whole neighhorhood. Bits 
of tin and copper circulated for small change, hut tht 
chief medi'im of exchange consisted of cocoa, cotton 
cloths, maize and gold-dust in quills. There were 
commissioners of the market, and a tribunal of com- 
merce, which regulated the whole system of trade. 

Poetry and rhetoric were successfully cultivated by 
the Mexicans ; but, as they had only picture-writing 
and oral tradition to preserve their literature, these 
memorials of their genius have mostly perished. 
Dramatic poetry was in high repute. Mexico had a 
theatre, and two of their dramatic compositions are 
still extant, which resemble, to a certain degree, the 
European "mysteries" of the middle ages. The 
fanaticism of the Spanish priests destroyed almost the 
whole 'body of Mexican literature in the pictured vol- 
umes which they found in abundance throughout the 
country. These pa^intings were executed upon cloth, 
parchment, and paper made of the maguey, aloe and 
palm; The art of picture-writing they received from 
the Toltecs. The Mexican painters were innumera- 
ble, and there was hardly a subject that was not illus- 
trated by their art. Mythology, history, astronomy, 
astrology, &c., were largely treated in the Mexican 
volumes. Regular codes of law and reports of trials 
filled the public archives. After the Spanish con- 
quest, many of these volumes were written in the 
European alphabet, and had the religious zeal of the 
conquerors spared the Mexican libraries for a short 
time* the substance of their literature might have 
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been reproduced in a shape accessible to Europeaid 
readers, by whicli means a most important acquisi- 
tioil would have been made to the history of the 
western world. 
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This remarkable Mexican female, who is the only 
o^e of Jier sex that has acquired a place in the history 
of her country, was bom in Painalla, a village of the 
Mexican province of Guazacoalco. She was of noble 
birth, her father .having been a feudatory of the crown 
of Mexico, and lord of several domains. Her mother, 
t>eing left a widow, married another Mexican noble, 
by whom she had a son. Donna Marina was yet an 
infant, and the affections of her mother appear to have 
heen entirely engrossed by her son. She had so 
little feeling for her daughter, that she consented to a 
scheme of her husband for securing the succession to 
his offspring, by getting rid of the older heir. Ac- 
cordingly, taking advantage of the death of a girl 
about the age of Donna Marina, the child of one 
of their own slaves, they announced that their daugh- 
ter had died. The funeral and mourning were con- 
ducted with every appearance of sincere grief, and 
the public fell into the deception. 

Donna Marina was privately sold by her unnaturaT 
parents to some traders of Xicalangc^ a town on the 
frontier of the territory of Tabasco. These people 
sold her again to some persons of the city of Tabasco, 
where she lived many years as a slave. As she 
grew up, she became distinguished for her beauty 
and talents. She was gifted with a noble figure, and 
a irank, amiable and winning address. Having lived 
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among various nations of the Mexican empire, and i 
possessing great discernment and quickness of under- 
standing, she acquired a knowledge of their various 
dialects, which gave her a vast influence and conse- \ 
quence in the war between the Spaniards and the 
Mexicans. When Cortez arrived on the coast of 
Mexico, he possessed no means of communicating by 
speech with the natives. Not a man of all his expe* * 
dition knew anything of the language spoken in the 
great and powerful empire he was about to invade. 
Two fortunate accidents removed this obstacle. On 
touching at the island of Cozumel, he found there a 
Spaniard, named Jerome de Aguilar, who had been 
eight years a prisoner among the Indians of that part ' 
of the coast, and had become perfectly acquainted 
with their language. This Spaniard he ransomed» 
and carried along with him as an interpreter. 

Aguilar made his services available to the Span- 
iards, in conversing with the natives, till the arrival 
of the expedition at the place where Vera Cruz was ♦ 
afterwards built. When Cortez entered the harbor, a 
large canoe, full of people, among whom were two 
who seemed to be persons of distinction, approached 
his ship in a friendly manner, making signs for a 
parley. They came on board without fear or dis- 
trust, and addressed him in a respectful manner ; but . 
Cortez was thrown into the greatest embarrassment, 
on perceiving that Aguilar was totally unacquainted 
with their language. His disappointment was most 
distressing and mortifying, as he had imagined his 
interpreter familiar with the speech of the whole em^ 
pire. He instantly foresaw the formidable diflicultie^ 
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,that now lay in the way of the accomplishment of his 
•great design, %nd began to hesitate whether he oilght 
not at once to abandon all attempt to communicate 
with a people with whom he could hold intercourse 
only by signs. 

In the midst of this doubt and perplexity, he was 
suddenly relieved by the interference of one of his 
Indian slaves. This was Donna Marina, who, wi^ 
nineteen other native women, had been given as a 
.present to Cortez, by the cacique of Tabasco. She 
perceived the embarrassment and distress of the gen- 
eral when he was accosted by his visitors, and, imme- 
diately divining the cause, she explained their speech 
to him in the Yucatan dialect, with which Aguilar 
was acquainted. Cortez was overjoyed to find a per- 
,8on in his possession who perfectly understood the 
language of the great empire of Mexico, and consid- 
,ered this fortunate incident ais a visible interposition 
of Heaven in his favor, designed to urge him forward 
;in his great undertaking. 

Donna Marina was baptized in the Christian faith 
immediately on becoming the property of the Span- 
iards, and received from them the* name by which 
. she is known to us. The services she rendered them 
.during the' war of the conquest were so manifold and 
important, that it is hardly too much to say that she 
was the main instrament by which Cortez effected 
the subjugation of the country. The alliance of the 
Tlascalans and Zempoalans was not of greater con- 
sequence to him than the possession of a person 
whose quick apprehension, fertile genius, and perfect 
knowledge of the Mexican language, furnished him 
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at once with infonnation, and suggested expedients 
and precautions of the most momentotfs consequence 
in the invasion of a strange territory. She was not 
only the sole medium of his negotiations with the 
Tlascalans, the Zempoalans, the Mexicans, and other 
nations of Anahuac; hut she frequently saved the 
lives of the Spaniards, hy warning them of dan* 
gers, and pointing out the means of avoiding them. 
She accompanied Cortez in all his expeditions, serv* 
ing him always as an interpreter and counsellor. 
She hore him a son, who hecame subsequently 
known, in the history of New Spain, by the name of 
Don Martin Cortez, and was made a knight of the 
military order of St. Jago. ^ Her connection with the 
.conqueror of Mexico did not prove an obstacle after- 
wards to her marriage with a respectable Spaniard, 
Juan de Xaramillo. 

During the progress of Cortez through the country 
after the fall of Mexico, he came to Goazacoalco, where 
the mother and brother-in-law of Donna v Marina 
resided. He summoned all the chiefs of the neigh- 
borhood to wait upon him, and among the rest came 
the two relatives . of Donna Marina, in the greatest 
terror, and drowned in tears, thinking they were sent 
for to be put to death, in revenge for the wrongs they 
had done her in her infancy. Donna Marina, whose 
generosity was equal to her genius, received them, on 
the contrary, with \he greatest affection, dried. their 
tears, and assured them of her hearty forgiveness. 
She further made them some rich presents, and de- 
clared she should always be mindM of their welfare; 
•mdding« that eihe thanked God, who had taken her 
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' from the worship of idols, and joined her to the true 
church J esteeming herself happier in her connection 
with the Spaniards, than if she had heen sovereign 
of all Mexico. ** All this," says honest Bernal Diaz, 
in his quaint simplicity, " I heard with my own ears, 
and swear to the truth thereof. Amen." 
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MONTEZUMA II. 

MoNTEzmiA XoGOjOTzm, or junior^ the unfortunate 
prince who saw the crown of Mexico struck from hit 
head by an audacicms invader from beyond the ocean, 
was the grandson of Montezuma I., and was elected to 
the throne in 1502. He had in early life signalized 
himself in war, and also shared in the dignity of the 
priesthood. He was noted for the gravity of his de- 
meanor, his taciturnity, deliberation and strong reli- 
gious feelings. The messengers who carried the 
intelligence of his elevation to the throne, found hixn 
sweeping the pavement of the temple. The Mexican 
histories have preserved the speech addressed to him 
on this occasion by the king of Acolhuacan, one of 
the electors ; and we are assured that Montezuma wai 
80 deeply affected, that he thrice attempted in vain to 
reply, ^ut was checked by his tears. 

In the early part of his reign he discovered a strong 
passion for pomp, magnificence and ceremony. The 
palaces which he erected, surpassed all that had yet 
been seen for their grandeur and costliness. To meet 
the expenditure caused by these undertakings, he im- 
posed unusually heavy and oppressive burdens upon 
the people, which occasioned much disaffection. Yet 
many acts of his administration indicated liberal 
views. The city of Colhuacan was converted into a 
hospital for invalids, where all persons who had served 
the empire either in milifAry or civil employments 
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w^re maintained at the public expense. Hie also gare 
great encouragement to artists and manufacturers of 
every description. The gardens of his palace con- 
tained large colleclions of animals of erery species 
found in the country, and all the plants, flowers and 
Other natural productions useful in medicine. 

The beginning of the reign of Montezuma was dis* 
turbed by rebellions among the provinces of the em- 
pire. These were suppressed without much difficulty. 
J5i^t Montezuma* shortly after, found himself involved 
in m^re serious hostilities with the republic of Tlas* 
c&Ia» a nation dwelling near the city of Mexico, but 
which had constantly maintained its indeipendeneet 
while all the surrounding states had submitted to the 
"Mexican arms. Montezuma despatched an army 
figainst the Tlascalans, under the command of his 
eldest son. The Tlascalans encountered them in the 
valley of Atlixco, and, by a sudden attack, gave them 
a complete overthrow, killing their general. The 
subsequent course of the wax was not more fortunate 
for the Mexicans, for although Montezuma^ sur* 
rounded their state with powerful armies, and bent all 
his efforts to accomplish their entire destruction, such 
was the skill of these brave republicans, that the 
Mexicans were defea^d in every battle, and finally 
abandoned the contest. 

The Mexican histories and traditions affirm that 
ftbout this time the fears of Montezuma began to be 
excited by omens and presages of the downfall of his 
empire. A comet appeared, and threw all the people 
into constem&tion. An army, marching on an expe- 
dition against the distant province of Amatla, was 
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oreTwhelmed by a furious snow-storm while crossing 
the Cordilleras. Strange flames of fire were seen blaz- 
ing from the turrets of the great temple of Mexico on a 
calm, serene night. The waters of the lake were 
agitated, in a most extraordinary manner, without wind 
or earthquake, or any other known cause. Figures 
of armed men were seen fighting in the air. But 
the most portentous phenomenon was the apparition 
of Papantzin, the sister of Montezuma, who died in 
the year 1509, and was buried m a cavern in the gar- 
den of Tlatelolco, in the ancient Hebrew fashion, with 
a great stone at the mouth of her sepulchre. 

The story of this supernatural event, which was 
fixmly believed by the Mexicans, is as follows: — 
Papantzin, after her death and burial, was discovered 
by a little child, sitting by a fountain in the garden. 
Montezuma was summoned to her prese]^ce, and she 
addressed him to the following effect : " After I was 
dead I found myself suddenly transported to a wide 
plain which appeared to have no bounds. In the 
middle was «a road which divided into many paths, 
and on one side ran a riyer, foaming and dashing with 
a dreadful sound. I was about to. plunge into the 
3tream and swim to the opposite bank, when suddenly 
appeared before me a beautiful youth, clad in a long 
robe, white as snow and dazzling as the sun. He had 
wings of magnificent plumage, and his forehead bore 
this mark" — here she made the sign of the cross by 
laying her two forefingers across each other. "He 
said to me, * Stop ; it is not time to pass this river.' 
He then led me along the banks of the stream, where 
I saw heaps of skulls and human bones, and heard the 
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most appalling groans. Presently, I discorered upon 
vthe stream, large ships, filled with men in strange 
dresses. They were fair in complexion and bearded. 
They bore standards in their hands and helmets on 
their heads. The youth said to me, * The groans yon 
hear, are from the souls of your ancestors, who are 
tormented for their crimes.' The men you see in these 
ships, will conquer this empire, and introduce the 
knowledge of the true God. Thou shalt live to be a 
witness of this great revolution.' Having said these 
things, he vanished; I awoke to life, and removed the 
stone of my sepulchre." 

Disbelievers in the marvellous will explain this 
4Btory by ascribing its origin to a dream of the Mexi- 
can princess, which alarmed the superstitious Monte- 
zuma, and the history of which was modificjd and 
adapted to t|ie events afterwards. There is no doubt, 
however, that a ti^dition existed, from very ancient 
times, among^ the Mexicans, importing that an un- 
known race of men were to arrive from a distant part 
jot the world and subjugate the ccmntry. The hiero- 
g^lyphical volumes of ^e Mexicans contain abundant 
fdlusions to this subject. Montezuma was alarmed 
at the omens, and his thoughts reverted to the tradi* 
iioris of the disaster that menaced his empire. This, 
feowever, did not turn his attention from the active 
cares of government. He made war upon the pro- 
Tinces tha\ skirted hn empire, and subdued several 
i&itions. The prisoners captured in these wars shared 
the ordinary fate of 'those unfortunate beings; and 
unless ^he Mexican histories grossly exaggerate, there 
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were sacrificed, at the conseci:atk)n of two Mexican 
tempks, more than twelve thousand oi the^ men. 

In the midst of his successes, Montezuma waa 
alarmed with the intelligence that a strange race of 
people had made their appearance on the eastern 
coast. Despalches were received from that quarter 
containing pictured representations ^ f men on horse- 
back, clad in armor, and wielding weapons that imitated 
thunder and lightnihg. ' Montezuma immediately 
consulted his oracles, and received advice not to admit 
the strangers into his capital. The mcmaych, how^ 
ever, either from natural indecision of character, or in 
a strug^e between his wishes and his superstitious 
fears, pursued a- temporizing course. He sent the 
strangers k rich present and a friendly message. 
Hernando Cortez, who, with an army of five hundred 
and eight Spaniards, had landed at the ipan of St. 
Juan de TJlua,on the 21st of April, 1519, received 
the messenger of Montezuma, and the present, borne 
on the baclcs of a hundred men. It consisted of various 
works in gold, silver and gems ; thirty loads of fine 
cotton clothe of various colors; some beautiful works 
of gold and feathers, and two large disks of gold and 
silver, representing astronomical figures, one of which 
Was valued at twenty thousand dollars. 

These pre^^ents, and the promise of others still more 
magnificent, which the ambassador assured Cortea 
should soon be transmitted irom Mexico, produced 
effects the very reverse of what was designed by 
Montezuma. The ambassador replied to the request 
of Cortez to be admitted to the court of the emperor, 
that he was charged to dissuade him from so hazard- 

Digitized by Google 



128 MONTBZUMA n. 

oas an enterprise, as the road thither lay thioagh 
aninhabited deserts and hostile countries. But the* 
avaricious passions of the Spaniards were inflamed 
by the prospect of so much wealth, and confirmed in 
their determination to penetrate to the capital. Mexico 
was a region entirely unknown to tkem, and the 
remarkable evidences of the opulence and civilization 
of the inhabitants, which met their eyes in every 
quarter, and which far surpassed anything of the kind 
they had before seen in the New World, gave them 
the most alluring prospects of plunder in the subjuga- 
tion of tttb territory. 

Notwithstanding, therefore, the positive prohibition 
of the emperor, Cortez began his ma^ch for the capi- 
tal. The cacique of Zempoala, who had long borne 
impatiently the Mexican yoke, joined him on his, 
march, and assisted him with troops and men to carry 
his baggage. Montezuma, hearing of his advance^ 
sent his two nephews, with a numerous retinue of 
nobles, and another magnificent present, hoping to 
induce the invaders to depart from his empire; but 
this device was followed by the same results as the 
former. The march of the Spaniards toward Mex- 
ico was hastened. ' The wrarlike nation of Tlascala 
opposed an obstacle to their progress. But ^ the 
Spaniards overcame them in a bloody battle, and a 
treaty of alliance was concluded with the Tlascalans. 
Cortez, with a strong army of auxiliaries, continued 
his march, and sent a threatening message to Monte- 
zuma, announcing his determination to treat him as an 
enemy. 

Montezuma became more and more^ alarmed at the 
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audacioud proceedii^ of the invaders, who defeated 
his armies and put his people to the sword. Making 
a farther effort to keep the Spaniards at a distance/ 
he offered to pay an annual tribute to the king of 
Spain, and to bestow a donation of gold upon Cortez 
and his officers^ of ^e value of six millions of dollars, 
on condition of their departing from the country. 
Cortez replied that he could not return without diso- 
beying the orders of his sovereign, and that his only 
object in visiting the capital was to deliver a message 
from the Jting of Spain to Montezuma, after which, 
if his stay should not prove agreeable to the emperor, 
he would depart, without doing any injury to the 
Mexicans. The timid and superstitious Monte- 
zuma, whose apprehensions were daily heightened by 
the oracles of the priests, could not summon resolu- 
tion sufficient to take any decisive step against his 
dreaded enemy. By a vigorous and well-directed 
blow, in the first instance, he might have crushed the 
invaders, and the name of Cortez would have been 
transmitted to posterity as a rash and incompetent 
adventurer, who shared the fate of Cambyses and 
Crassus. Instead of this, he continued to negotiate . 
and temporize, till the favorable moment had passed, 
and the Spaniards, accompanied with a powerful 
army of allies, arrived at his capital. On the 8th of 
November, 1519, Montezuma saw these mysterious 
strangers, the objects of his deepest dread, approach- 
ing the city of Mexico. 

The emperor met the Spaniards without the city. 
He presented himself to Cortez in a magnificent dress, 
borne upon a palanquin,, covered with plates of gold, 
1 IV.— 12 - . 
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and sustained on the shoulders of four nobles. Three 
other officers of rank preceded, him, bearing golden 
rods. Montezuma's dress surpassed all that the 
Spaniards had yet seen of barbaric poinp and splen- 
dor. He wore on his shoulders a mantle ornamented 
with the richest jewels of gold and |)recious stones. 
Buskins of gold covered his feet, and were tied wit)i 
strings studded with gold and gems. He was 
crowned with a diadem of gold; and a parasol of 
green feathers, profusely adorned with golden orna- 
ments, was held over his head. Two hundi^ed nobles, 
magnificently dressed, but Barefooted, appeared m his 
train. As soon as Montezuma and Cortez came in 
sight of each other, both alighted, and Montezuma, 
leaning on the arms of two kings, received the saluta- 
tion of Cortez, and bowed his head to accept a string 
of glass beads, which the general placed round his 
neck. Montezuma returned the compliment by the 
gift of two necklaces of mother-of-pearl, embellished 
with golden ornaments. After a formal speech on 
both sides, the Spaniards marched into the city. The 
people, who from the housetops and windows observed 
all that passed, were astonished at the sight of so 
many extraordinary objects, and the unexample 1 com- 
plaisance of the emperor toward the strangers, which 
contributed greatly to raise their estimation of the 
Spaniards. As they advanced into the city, the 
Spaniards were struck with equal wonder at the vast 
size, of .the place, the magnificence of the buildings, 
^and the swarming crowds of population. 

The Spaniards were lodged in a spacious building, 
inhere they found ample room for themselves and all 
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their servants and. attendants, amounting to above 
seven thousand. It was built with thick walls, stud- 
ded with towers, arid was well adapted for a citadel. 
A strange fatality seems to have guided the decisions 
of Montezuma in quartering his enemies in a spot 
where they had every advantage in fortifying them- , 
selves. Cortez did not fail to perceive this, and 
turned it immediately to account. He distributed his 
guards, placed a battery of cannon facing the gate of 
the palace, and took as many precautions, in strength- 
ening his position, as if he expected an assault the 
next day. Montezuma ordered a sumptuous feast to 
be spread for his guests, and after they had dined ho 
visited them in their quarters. He presented to Cor- 
tez many curious pieces of workmanship, in gold, sil- 
ver and feathers, and upwards of five thousand fine 
cotton dresses. Every possible act of courtesy, civil- 
ity and generosity "was practised by the Mexican 
monarch towards the Spaniards. 

Cortte, instead of being moved to any feeling of 
gratitude by this generous behavior, thought of no- 
thing but schemes of perfidy and treachery, by which 
he might make himself master of the prodigious 
Wealth he saw around him. He received the atten- 
tions of Montezuma with the coolest dissimulation, 
and continued to deceive him by assurances of his 
intention speedily to return home. The emperor did 
not remit his efforts to please his guests. Day after 
day he heaped presents upon the strangers, not 
imagining that a race of men so superior to the Mex- 
icans would pollute themselves with falsehood and 
fteachery. Cortez and his soldiers were admitted 
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into every part of the city ; and the more they ex<* 
plored it, the more was their greedy avarice excited 
by the prospect of its uncounted wealth. Cortex 
resolved without scruple to seize upon Mexico, at the 
cost of whatever blpodshed or treachery might be 
necessary, to achieve an act of such gigantic robbery. 
No sentiment of gratitude, no sense of honor or jus* 
tice, interposed to check this perfidious project. The 
only obstacle was the imnlense population of l^e cityi 
among whom the Spaniards were but a handful. 

After revolving various schemes, Cortez decided 
Upon- the audacious resolution of taking the emperor 
prisoner. Arrangements were instantly made* A 
body of Spaniards were ordered to repair to the pal- 
ace of Montezuma, two by two, in such a manner as 
to meet there all at once, as if by accident. The em- 
peror, far from suspecting the plot, received them 
with his wonted courtesy, and complimented them 
with rich presents. After some conversation, Cortez, 
assuming a serious tone, began to complain of^ certain 
hostile acts committed by the Mexican troops against 
the Spaniards at Vera Cruz. Montezuma replied^ 
.with the utmost sincerity, that these things were done 
entirely without his authority or knowledge. Cortez 
then demanded that, as a proof of his sincerity, Mon- 
tezuma should leave his palace and take up his resi- 
dence in the quarters of the Spaniards. The empe- 
ror now, for the first time, began to suspect the per- 
fidious designs of his guest, and exclaimed, in aston- 
ishment, " Was it ever known that a king tamely 
suffered himself to be led to prison ? Were I even 
willing to debase m}'8elf by such an act, would not 
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my. people immediately msh to Arms to set me firee^ 
I am not a man who can creep into an obscure com^, 
or fly to the mountainf» I will satisfy your reatona« 
ble demands, but not by micK a deed of infamy." 
Cortez, not discdncerted by this refusal, renewed his 
demand, and pled^d Ms faith that Montezuma 
should receive every honor and attention from the 
Spaniards which had been shown towards, him by hia 
own people. 

Montezuma, with his exalted sense of his own dig* 
nity, seems to have possessed all the fickleness, the 
indecision and pusillanimity of the unfortunate Louis 
XVI. The superstitious panic, under which he had 
labored ever since the arrival of the Spaniards, must 
be allowed its share in paralyzing the energies 
of his mind. Yet, haid he been inspired with the^ 
cmirageous spirit and proih|>t resolution of the first 
Montezuma, his honor and his empire might have 
been saved. The ccmference at the palace lasted but 
a short time. One of the Spaniards at length ex* 
claimed that they should seize the emperor by force, 
or put him to death. Montezuma, st^^ck by his furi* 
ous gestures and tone, immediately demanded of the 
interpreter. Donna Marina, what he had said. She 
replied by informing him that his life was in danger, 
and that his only resource was to jdace himself in the 
hands of the Spaniards. 

The unhappy emperor, seeing himself surrounded 
by armed enemies, yielded, to save his life. " Let us 
go," said he, "for so the gods decide." Without 
delay he suffered himeelf to be transported from his 
palaces to which he was destined never to return. 
12* 
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The news of this astounding occurrence brought the 
population of Mexica in crowds to witness the pas-^ 
sage of the king to the Spanish quarters. Astonish* 
ment, grief, despair, and every wild and stirring pas- 
sion, agitated the people. Some burst into tears at 
the degrading spectacle ; others threw themselves on 
the ground in paroxysms of sorrow. Montezuma 
attempted in vain to console them^ telling them it was 
his own pleasure, and that he was going to visit his. 
friends. The Mexicans, however, were not quieted 
by these assurances, and the emperor gave orders to 
drive them from the streets. He appears to have 
lost all spirit, energy and courage at this disaster, and 
tb have submitted, like a doomed victim, quietly to 
his fate. On his arrival at the Spanish quarters, he 
was placed under strong guards, diough treated with 
much outward respect. The Mexicans were allowed 
to visit him, but only a few at a time. He gave au- 
dience to his vassals, heard their petitions, pronounced 
sentences, consulted his ministers and councillors, 
and governed the empire apparently as usual. So 
completely does, he appear to have resigned himself 
to his fate, that Cortez at length permitted him to go 
out of his quarters, under a guard of Spanish soldiers, 
whenever he chose to take the air. The debased 
monarch did not scruple to use this wretched privi- 
lege, and thought it no dishonor to visit the temples, 
to hunt in his pleasure-grounds, and to fish in his 
ponds for amusement, with a band of armed Span- 
iards around him. Even the wish to regain his lib- 
erty appears to have died within him. 

Th^ Spaniards, having the emperor in theit power, 
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j[m>ceeded to glut their rapacious avarice with the 
wealth of Mexico. The magazines and treasuries of 
the city lay at their mercy, and were speedily plun- 
dered of their gold and precious commodities. Degra- 
dations now thickened upon the head of the unhappy 
Montezuma. Cortez one day hurst into his apartment, 
with a numher of men hearing fetters, and, in an angry 
tone, uttered the coarsest ahuse against the monarch, 
charging him with treachery against the Spaniards, 
in having instigated his subjects to make war upon 
them. He then ordered his men to put the emperor 
in irons, which was done immediately, without the 
slightest opposition from the royal prisoner, who was 
struck dumb by the audacity of this outrageous pro- 
ceeding. His domestics expressed their grief by 
silent tears, and, throwing themselves at his feet, 
eased the weight of the fetters with' their hands, and 
endeavored to prevent their contact with his limpbs by 
placing bandages of cotton between them. The 
treacherous and remorseless Cortez was now ready for 
any deed of injustice and cruelty. Immediately after 
this insult to the emperor, he ordered a huge fire to 
be made in front of the royal palace, with piles of 
bows, arrows and lances taken from the Mexican 
armories. In this fire he. caused the cacique of 
Nauhtlan, with his son' and fifteen of his ofiSicers, to 
be burnt alive, for some acts of hostility exercised 
against the Spaniards; 

Cortez, finding the spirit of Montezuma completely 
broken by these indignities, did not judge it necessary 
to keep him any longer in confinement, and informed 
him that he might return to his palace. But the em- 
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perof bad now degraded himself to such a degree, in 
the eyes of his people, by his abject submission to the 
Spaniards, that he was ashamed to present himself 
abroad, and preferred to remain the inglorious slave 
and tool of his base betrayers. But the spirit of 
the Mexican people was roused. Indignation and 
the thirst of vengeance took place of* the timid and 
superstitious dread with which they had at first 
viewed the Spaniards. Montezuma had now become 
the object of their scorn and contempt, and they deter- 
mined to make an effort to free their country from its 
treacherous invaders. Montezuma, in the most abject 
and pusillanimous manner, had formally yielded up 
his empire to the king of Spain, and exhorted all his 
subjects to transfer their obedience to that monarch. 
This disgraceful act, and a massacre of the people at 
a solemn festival by the Spaniards, precipitated the 
catastrophe, and the insurrection of the Mexicans 
immediately burst forth. 

Cortez, who had been called away from the city by 
the expedition of Narvaez against him, found, on his 
return to Mexico, on the 24th of June, an unusual 
ferment among the people. The bridges were raised 
from the canals, and there were other signs of threat- 
ened hostilities. The following day the Mexicans 
attacked the Spanish quarters and poiired upon it a 
shower of stones and darts, ths^t, as Cortez says, 
' was like a tempest. The streets were thronged with 
countless multitudes of people, yet the Spaniards sal- 
lied out, and a most bloody combat took place, the 
Mexicans making up by numbers for their inferiority 
10 their enemies in weapons and discipline. On the 

* 
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20th the attack was renewed with equal obstinacy 
and bloodshed, and continued the whole day. On 
the 27th a still more furious assault took place. The 
Mexicans scaled the walls on every side, and fought 
with such desperation that they forced a passage and 
commenced fighting hand to hand with the Spaniards. 
The destruction of the invaders now appeared to be 
inevitable, when Montezuma, whose every act seems 
to have been dictated by the evil genius of his coun- 
try, was seized with apprehensions for his own safety^ 
and resolved to show himself to the people, in hopes to 
restrain their fury. He accordingly dressed himself 
in his imperial robes, and, with a large train of attend- 
ints, appeared on a terrace in sight of the people, his 
ministers making signals for silence that he might be 
heard by them. On beholding the emperor, the 
whole multitude instantly suspended their hostile 
rage. All were hushed into silence, and some 
kneeled to the ground in devout reverence. Monte- 
zuma then addressed them in the following terms : 
" Mexicans, — If you have taken up arms to restore me 
to liberty, I thank you for your love and loyalty : but 
you mistake in thinking me a prisoner. I am at liberty 
to go wherever I choose. If you have taken up arms 
to expel the strangers, I assure you they will depart as 
soon as you lay them down. Quiet your fears, and 
obey my commands, as you dread the vengeance of 
heaven." 

A dead and mournful silence followed these words. 
At length a Mexican, more daring than the rest, raised 
his voice from amid the crowd, and called Montezuma 
an effeminate coward, more fit to handle the distaff 
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and the shuttle than to govern an empire. Having 
uttered these and other insulting reproaches, he shot 
an arrow at him. The multitude, obeying a sudden 
impulse, instantly followed his example, and a clamoi' 
of insulting shouts was heard on every side. Showers 
of stones and arrows were poured toward the spot, 
and Montezuma, although shielded by the bucklers 
of the Spaniards, was struck to the ground by three 
wounds. An arrow pierced his arm, a stone bruised 
kis head, and another his leg. He lingered but a few 
days, and expired on the 30th of Jiine, 1620. The 
immediate cause of his death is not known withi, cer- 
tainty. Cortez and Gomara affirm that he died' of the 
Wound in his head. Solis declares that liis death was 
occasioned by not having the wound dressed. Her- 
rera makes him die of a broken heart. Sahagun 
and other Mexican historians assure us that the 
Spaniards killed him, and one of them mentionst the 
circumstance of a soldier having stabbed him with an 
eel-spear. Cortez gave his body up to the Mexicans* 
who celehrated his funeral obsequies with every mark 
of affection and reverence, notwithstanding their cen-* 
sures of his conduct while living. The corpse was 
burnt on a funeral pile, at Copalco, and the ashes 
buried in the same place. 

In person, Montezuma was tall and well-shapedj 
but of a complexion Vnore dusky than was ordinary 
among his Countrymen. His eyes were remarkably 
expressive. In early life he was courageous and 
enterprising, though he subsequently enervated him- 
self by voluptuous habits. In his administration of 
the government he showed a natural disposition 
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towards justice and clemency, but his fondness for 
magnificence and show led him to undertakings 
which oppressed the people, while his reserved and 
taciturn habits rendered him almost inaccessible to 
the complaints of his injured subjects. Strength of 
mind was a quality which he never exhibited, and his 
generosity and forbearance toward the perfidious 
Spaniards were so egregiously misplaced as to 
amount to a fault. He possessed, in short, nru^.e of 
the essentials of a great character, and it is chiefly 
for his overwhelming misfortunes that he can find a 
place in history. He left posterity in Mexico, from 
one branch of which descended the Counts Monte^ 
zuma and Tula. H . 
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A MtmcESs of Florida, or, more properly, of that 
wide region traversed by Soto in his expedition. This 
district coniprised, not only the country now known 
as Florida, but also a portion: of Georgia, Alabama 
and Louisiana. The precise situation of the territory 
of this priicess is not known, few of the original names 
in that part of the continent having been preserved to 
the present day. Soto, in his wanderings to all parts 
of the Compass, came one day to a broad and rapid 
river, beyond which, his Indian guides informed him, 
lay the territory of Cofachiqui. The Spaniards were 
sufiering'from famine and the fatigues of their long 
inarch. The country through which they had passed 
was hostile, and they found it necessary to cross the 
stream. Marching up and down the banks, they at 
length came in sight of an Indian town, which they 
were told Was the residence of the princess of the 
country. Some of the inhabitants appeared on the 
opposite shore, and the Spaniards called out to them, 
saying that some friendly strangers wished to visit 
their sovereign, arid treat of an alliance. The Indians, 
after gazirig in astonishment at the horses of the 
Spaniards, ran away to the town, and, a short time 
afterward, six of the inhabitants, who afterwards 
proved to be magistrates, came down to the shore with 
their attendants, embarked in a canoe, and crossed the 
river. On being introduced to the genera! they 
IV.-.13 
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bowed first to the sun in the east, then to the moon in 
the west, and lastly to the general, to whom they put 
the usual question, whether hfi wished for peace cr 
war. Soto replied that he wished for peace and a 
passage across the river ; also a supply of food for his 
men. He made many apologies for giving this trouble, 
but he hoped to be able to make some suitable return. 

The ambassadors made reply that they accepted hia 
offer of peace, and that every disposition would be felt 
to. comply with his request for provisions, but that, 
unfortunately, the country had been severely ravaged 
by a pestilence the year previous ; in consequence of 
which, a great many of the fields bad been abandoned, 
and the inhabitants had fled to the mountains, so that 
a great scarcity of food existed at that time. They 
further stated that the sovereign of the country was a 
noble and amiable young: princess, just of a marriage- 
able age, who would do everything in her power for 
the entertainment of her guests. With these words, 
they bade the general adieu, and returned to the 
town. 

In a short time, the Spaniards espied two large 
canoes approaching. One of them was decked with 
an elegant canopy and a variety of strange and beau- 
tiful ornaments. In this canoe was seated the princess 
Cofachiqui, attended by eight noble ladies. They had 
no rowers, but were towed in state by the other canoe, 
which contained the six magistrates and numerous 
attendants. On landing, the princess quite enchanted 
the Spaniards with her beauty and grace, and the 
dignity and propriety of her demeanor. Afbr pre? 
liminary compliments, she inforined Soto that, netf 
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wit&standing the prevailing scarcity, she had provided 
for his men six hundred bushels of corn, which was 
lodged in two houses for their use ; and that, more- 
over, her granaries were at the service of the Span- 
iards, should this supply not be sufficient. She would 
give orders that one half the houses in the town should 
be evacuated to provide quarters for the aripy, and 
would even surrender the whole, if the number of the 
soldiers required it. Soto replied, to these and other, 
generous offers made by the princess, with correspond^ 
ing acknowledgments. 

While this conversation was going on, Cofachiqui 
was occupied in disengaging from her neck a string 
of pearls, as they are called by the narrator who 
attended the expedition. These pearls were as large 
as hazel nuts, and the string passed three times round 
. her neck, and hung down to her girdle. This she 
put into the hands of Juan Ortiz, to deliver to the 
general, her feminine scruples not allowing her to 
present them directly. Soto informed her that it 
would give him much greater pleasure to receive the 
gift from her own hands, as a toten of peace, and that 
such a proceeding would not be consideired as a vio- 
lation of the strictest laws of decorum. After some 
modefet reluctance, the scruples of the princess were 
overcome, and she rose to present him the necklace. 
The general rose to receive it, and, drawing a valuable 
diamond ring from his finger, gave it to Cofachiqui, 
who accepted it with great politeness. 

After these ceremimies, the Indians prepared a great 
Qtimber of canoes and rafts, by help oif which the 
whole army crossed the river, and took up their 
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quarters in the towiu The Spaniards found them,* 
selves perfectly at home in this place, and passed 
their time in the pleasantest manner. Among the most 

. friendly nations they had hitherto visited, they had hjBen 
entertained with hospitalities more or less constrained, 
cool and reluctant But there was something jErapk 
and cordial in the manners of the Indians of Cofachiqui, 
which made them feel as if they were among old 
associates. The Indians built them lofty arbors of 
green boughs, and feasted and amused theiri by all the 
means they could devise. • 

The princess had a widowed mother living; in 
retirement about twelve leagues distant*. Soto 
expcesaed a wish to see her, and Co&chiqui seiil 
twelve of her principal officers, inviting her to come 
to town and visit a people never before seep, and who 
possessed extraordinary animals. The old ladyt 
instead of complying, sent her daughter a severe 
reprimand for having admitted into her capital a body 
of strangers of whom she knew nothing. Soto, not 
deterred by this refusal, despatched a party <^ thirty 

* meh to fetch her. Gofachiqui gave them, as a guide, 
a young Indian, whom she instructed to intercede 
with her mother, and entreat her to comply with the 
request of the Spaniards. This young jnan had been 
educated by the old lady, whose attachment he had so 
completely won, by his gentle maimers and noble 
disposition, that she loved him as a son. He was 
about twenty years of age, and was highly esteemed 
by the Spaniards, whom he had treated with the 
greatest courtesy. The historian speaks in glotving 
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firms of the elaigaiice of Im person and the splendor 
of his costume. 

At their first hfdting place on the road, as they 
were sitting at their meaU under the shade of thQ 
trees, they were struck wfth the hehavior of their 
guidet who, instead of the cheerfulness and gaiety 
which he had before exhilnted, now showed signs of 
the deepest melancholy. He leaned his head upon 
hid hand in silence, uttering long-drawn sighs. At 
length, taking his quiver, he began drawing out the 
arrows, one by, one. The Spaniards admired them 
for the beauty of their shape and materials, and the 
perfection of their workmanship. They handled 
them, one after another, as their guide drew them 
from the quiver, and found that no two were alike, so 
much ingenuity was displayed in their manufacture. 
While their attention was thus engrossed,^ the Indian 
grasped one of the sharpest, plunged it into his own 
breast, and instantly fell dead. 

The Spaniards were struck with astonishment at 
this sanguinary deed, and the Indian attendants burst 
into tears and lamentations, for the young man 'was 
much beloved by all. They informed the Spaniards 
that he had been equally attached to both the ladies, 
and that he had killed himself because he could not 
avoid offending the one or the other. He had accepted 
the embassy, from the daughter, because he could 
refuse her nothing, though he knew he was aiding the 
Spaniards to carry away her mother against her will* 
A nice Sense of honor had compelled him to choose 
death, rather than show himself regardless of the 
sentiment of gratitude or love. Savage history offera 
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ftiet, p^haps, another insfanee rf mch rtfin^d and 
romantic derotion. 

The party ptocedd^d in qu^MI of the did lady, l>at, 
^e remaining Indians either net knowing, or not 
willmg to -disclose, the ^ace of het residttice, they 
wandered about so long that she had hitelligience of 
their approach, and made her escape* After six days' 
search, the Spaniards returned without accomplishing 
their purpose. Another expedition was sent in pnr* 
Suit of her, hut with no better success : the Indkina 
purposely led them astray, and frightened th&ai with 
stories about the danger of being ambushed and cut to 
pieces. 

Soto had been told, before his arriyal bere^ that this 
country contained abundance of white and yeDow 
metal, which, 6f course, he did not doubt to be gold and 
j^lver. On questioning the princess, she assured him 
that he might obtain a plenty of the white and yellow 
metals here, and, as a proof of it, she ordered a quantity 
to be produced. The sight of these articles dissipated, 
in an instant, all the brilliant and chimerical hopei 
which had. prompted the Spaniards to undertake this 
long and perilous expedition. The yellow metal 
proved to be copper, and the white metal was a speciei 
bf stone or hard earthy which crumbled to pieced in 
the hand. TTnder this disappointment,- their only 
consolation was found in pearls, which existed here 
in abundance^ although the Spaniards wei« not judges 
of their value. G«>ia<ihiqui told them they might seardk 
the tombs in the town and the neigbbonng viUageSi 
where they would find enough to kmd all the hors^ 
In the army. As this fact seems utteriy ioBonuBtenl 
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mih aiU pur Bottioos of tlio re^ev^tide Unt mte^try^ 
which is 60 striking a chi^cteristic of the IndiaJit. 
wo ^oald have strong doubts of the truth of the si^^ 
meat, were it not distinctly asfert^d in both the naximr 
tires of the e]|;pocUtaon. 

The Spaniards visited and ransacjced all t}ie tombs 
ftud temples, from which they took pearls amounting 
to fourteen bushels, according to one author, and tp 
twenty-ffive thousand pounds' \yeight, according tp 
another. That they were not genuine, pearls, is pretty 
evident, though we cannot explain how tho Spaniar<^ 
could be so deceived. Qne of t^e temples merits ft 
description, as it seems to have been the n^ost spaciouf 
edifice which the Spaniards saw in Florida. It wa? 
above three hundred feet in length, and a hundred 
and twenty in breadth. Th^ ropf wa| very steep, 
-thickly covered with mats, and completely watejr- 
tight* Over the mats was a sort of tiling, constructed 
of brilliant shelly, which made a most splendid appear^ 
ance in the i^n. The* entrance to the temple was 
guarded by twelve colossal statues of men, completely 
armed. These statues were of wood, and their fierce 
and expressive countenances and imposing attitudes 
excited the astohishm^it of the Spaniards, who 
declared they would have been objects of admiration 
in any temple of ancient Rome. All round the interior 
of the walls were ranged statues of men and womei^ 
^le men being armed. Beneath were vaults, in which 
corpses were desposited ; and in these recesses the 
Spaniards found such quantities of pearls, that all the 
men and horses in the army would have been insufil- 
cient to carry them ofld Attached to the temple, on the 
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outside, were ei^t smtdler buildings, filled with bowB, 
firrowB) spears and other weapons. This remarkabkl 
edifice was in a town, called Tolomeco, which the 
Spaniards found deserted by the inhabitants^ it hav- 
ing been depopulated by the pestilence* 

Sdto remained ten days after this at the capital of 
Cofachiqui, being entertained in the noblest manner 
by the generous princess. She supplied his army 
liberally with proyisions for th^ir march, and fur- 
nished them with guides, who wejre instructed to 
denounce War against any of the neighboring states 
which should not receive them in the most cordial 
and hospitable manner. She also gave orders that 
in every part of their progress throughout her do^ 
minions, all necessary supplies of provision should 
be furnished them without pay. This generosity 
was repaid wi^ the blackest ingratitude. The Span- 
iards abused the people; quarrels arose between 
them, and Soto had the baseness to seize the person 
of his generous benefactor, and carry her off. He 
obliged her to travel on foot, with the ladies of her 
train, for three hundred miles, during which the 
Spaniards were everywhere struck with the dem- 
onstrations of reverence and love displayed toward 
her by her people. . At her command, the Indians, in 
every town through which they passed, came out of 
their houses to carry the baggage of the Spaniards 
and procure them food. After being dragged a pris- 
oner in the Spanish camp for two or three Weeks, she 
found an opportunity to escape from her treacherous 
and brutal captors. Passing one day through a thick 
wood, she suddenly darted from the train and disap- 
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peared. Pursuit was vain, and though the Span- 
iards heard of her some days afterwards, she was for- 
tunate enough' to keep out of their way. 

The historian qf Florida, GarciLiso de la Vega, 
terminates his account of this princess hy declaring 
that she possessed a truly noble soul, and was worthy 
of an empire. Shame for his countrymen has induced 
him to suppress all mention of the ^utal indignity to 
which she was subjected by Soto, apd for which, as 
a Castilian knight, he deserved to have his spurs 
cut ofL The Portuguese narrator, who accompa^ 
nied the expedition, stales the fact« too circumstan- 
tially to kave us in any doubt about, the matter, apd 
the noble and generous Cofachiqui is to be numbered 
among those wko suffered by trusting to the honor and 
justice of the pfondereis ef th^ New World. 
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Was a cacique, whose territories lay upon the Hir- 
ers that enter into the bay of Mobile. He was a man 
of gigantic size, being tailer by half a yard than any 
Spaniard in Soto's army, and stout in proportion. 
His courage, resolution and fierceness corresponded 
to his enormous stature. When Soto arrived at the 
frontier of his dominions, Tascaluza had heard of 
the ravages and piunderings committed by the Span- 
iards in their progress through the country, and 
resolved to oppose them. He did not at first disclose 
his hostile designs, but despatched his son to the fron-* 
tier with a peaceable message, and an offer to guide' 
the Spaniards to his capital. The son was nearly as 
tall as his father. Soto received him civilly, and 
sent him back with a present. Travelling three days, 
the Spaniards came to the town where Tascaluza 
held his court. They found the cacique sitting under 
a balcony in front of his house, which stood upon an 
eminence, affording a delightful prospect of the sur- 
rounding country. He was seated upon two cush- 
ions, laid upon a carpet ; and an attendant held an 
umbrella of buck's skin over his head, to shield him 
from the sun. A hundred of his chief men were 
present, dressed in rich fur ipbes, and adorned with 
bead-dresses of polored plumes. 

One of Soto's ofilc6rs, with a squadron of horse, 
ipreceded the general, and delivered a harangue to 
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the cacique, who looked on in silence, casting hut 
eyes upon the Spaniards, one after another, in a 
haughty and disdainful manner ; but when Soto him* 
self appeared, Tascaluza rose and advanced fifteen or 
twenty steps to meet him. Soto took him by the 
vhand, and they sat down together. The chief nuule 
a complimentary speech, and o&red to accompany 
the Spaniards in their march through his territories. 
Soto accepted the offer, although he had been warned 
to be upon his guard against Tascaluza, who bore the 
reputation, among his neighbors, of being fierce, proud 
and turbulent. After resting two days in this place» 
the army re«commenced its march. It was necessary 
to mount Tascaluza on horseback, but the Spaniards 
had great difiictthy in finding an. animal strong 
enough to carry him. At length, one huge steed was 
found, which he could bestride without dragging hit 
feet on the ground. The army miurched two days, 
and came to a broad rirer, which they crossed on rafls 
of cane, constructed by the Indians. Here a circum* 
stance occurred that began to disturb the friendly feel- 
ings of the two parties. The Spaniards, wherever they 
passed, had made no scruple of seizing the women, 
and carrpng them off as slaves. An Indian woman 
now ran away from her master, and the Spaniard 
pursuing her lost himself in the woods, or was killed 
by the natives. Soto told the cacique he must be 
accountable for him, and threatened to keep him in 
fetters as long as he lived, if the Spaniard was not 
returned. 

Tascaluza required nothing more^han this to 9tim«* 
ulate him to the hostile deeds which soon followed* 
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They were approaching the town of Maurila, the 
modern Mobile. The cacique sent one ojf his men 
foiwud to give notice of his approach, and prepare for 
the reception of the Spaniards. This messenger car* 
ried secret orders to muster the warriors of the place, 
and hold them in readiness to attack the strangers on 
their arriyal* On approaching the town, Soto sent a 
soldier forward to reconnoitre. He returned with 
alarming accounts that the Indians were extremely 
busy in fortifying the town with palisades, that armed 
men were arriving from all parts, and that the chil- 
dren had been remored, as well as all the women, 
except those who were young and cq;>able of fighting. 
6oto was advised by his officers not to enter the 
place, but to encamp in the neighbbUiood. He replied 
that he was weary of encamping, and would take up 
his quarters in the town. He wished to avoid any 
overt act that might indicate hostility or suspicion, 
and therefore merely gave warning to all his troops 
to be on their guard. 

The ^laniards found the town of Mauvila strongly 
fortified. It contained about eighty houses, but these 
wore of enormous sisse, some of them being large 
enough to lodge fifteen hundred men, and the small* 
est five hundred. The army entered the town, and 
weire received with every show of rejoiemg ; their 
horses were sent to a commodious place without the 
walls, ai|d the men were entertained with the dances 
of some beautiful females, who, in Florida, were pe« 
culiarly skilful in this exercise. After this, the 
cacique and Soto fell into conversation, and Tasca- 
bum requested the general to leave him in that place) 
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and not carry him fordier cm his marcL Soto d** 
clined granting this request, and the cacique lef^ him 
and went into another house, where some of his peo* 
pie were assemUed. It was customary for him to 
dine with the general, and the dinner-hour having 
arrived, notice was sent him that dinner was on the 
table. He sent word, in reply, that he was engaged 
in council with his chiefs, and would come presently* 
Sbto waited some time, and then despatched a second 
message, to which he received a similar answer. 
After another interval, Juan. Ortiz was sent to say 
that dinner was waiting, and that Tascaluza must 
instantly come* 

When this afSronting message was delivered, one 
of the Indian chiefs rushed out of, the council*house, 
with a countenance and gestures full of indignation, 
and exclaimed to the Spaniards, *' What robbers and 
Vagabonds are these, that dare talk in such a style to 
the great Tascaluza, our sovereign — as if they were 
giving orders to a wretch like themselves! By the 
sun and moon ! who can endure the insolence of such 
a pack of devils ? Cut them in pieces ! — ^the infa- 
mous tyrants ! " This was the signal for a general 
attack. All the Indians rushed forth and fell in a 
mass upon the Spaniards. Their horses were with- 
out the town, and Soto judged it advisable to retreat 
until they could' secure the animals, as the chief ad- 
vantage they possessed over their enemies was in 
being mounted. The retreat was accomplished by 
feeing the enemy and slowly withdrawing ; yet such 
clouds pf arrows were discharged upon them, that 
they sufiered severely. The Indians pursued them 
IV— 14 
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beyond the trmUa, and mioceeded m killing seveifil 
hoortes. They capliured qlU ih» l^gage of the Spaa^ 
ianb, knocked off the chains of the 8laye9) aet theix^ 
at liberty^ and ga?« them weapons to %ht with* 
Whan the Spaniards, however, bad mounted their 
horses and ranged themselves in order of battle, they 
made head agiinst their enemies, who could not 
stand the charge of the cavalry, but veti^ated into th^ 
town. The walls weve provided with emlnusur^, 
and at every fifty paces was a tower capable of con* 
taming eight or ten men. C^veired by thes^ fortifi: 
cations, the Indiai^ mainlained tboir post and p6uxed 
such a shower of arrows and other missiles upon their 
•eaaiknts, that they soon drove them to a distance 
£mEn the walls. 

Soto now changed his plan, of attack, and endeav^ 
ored to decoy the Indiana out of the town by feigning 
to retreat. He partly succeeded in thi^ manceuvre 
and the Indians suff^ed a considerable loss. The 
rear division of his army had now amved, and a 
cooneil of war was held. Some of the o^ers thought 
it too desperate an attempt to continue the assault, 
and advised a close siege of the place. It was decided, 
however, to storm it immediately. The c^valify, 
being the best armed, were ordered to dismount, 
buckle their armor close round them, and, stoopiif^g 
their heads, to rush forward and burst open the gates. 
A terrible slaughter took place at the first onset, for 
the Indians defended the gates with the utmost obsti- 
nacy. Several times were the Spaniards beaten back. 
At length the gites were forced, and the Spaniards en- 
tered pell-mell uaiong their enemies. A new con^l^t 
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ROW commeticed m the streets ; the Indiatis todk pod>- 
iBession of the houses, and held out, disputing every 
Inch <5f ground. The Spaniards, overeome with thirst 
iti the long-contested battle, relieYed .themselTes by 
drinking from a pool near the wall, but it contained 
as much blood as water. 

Soto found it impossible to drive the Indians from 
. their houses, and he resolved on the dreadf\il expedi- 
ent of setting them on 'fire. This was immediately 
done, and, the buildings being all constructed of very 
inflammable materials, the vrhole town was at once in 
a blaze. The wretched natives attempted to save 
themselves by flight, but the cavalry surrounded the 
place and drove them back into the flames. In this 
last extremity, the Indians called on the females to 
come forward. A number of these heroines had not 
\vaited for the call, but had fought side by side with 
their husbands ; now, at the general summons, they 
rushed forth in one body against the Spanish troops, 
^ who, ashamed to maintain a $ght against women, it 
is said merely warded off* their blows. In the end, 
however, the women were all dispersed, and those 
who did not perish in the flames escaped into the 
woods. 

Such was the dreadful battle of Mauvila, the most 
sanguinary Indian fight that ever occurred in the ter- 
ritory of the United States. It lasted nine hours, and 
twenty-five, hundred Indians were killed or burnt to 
death ; the historian Vega even swells this amount to 
eleven thousand. The number of Spaniards who 
fell amounted only to 'eighteen ; a hundred and fifty 
* were wounded, and the number of wounds amounted 
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to sevta hundred. They'lost all their haggage and 
the pearls and valuable articles which they had col* 
lected during the whole expedition. Tascaluaa was 
never heard of after the battle, having doubtless per- 
ished in the flamet?. His son was killed fighting, 
and his body was afterwards found. The Spaniards 
were so much disheartened by their losses, that they 
wished to abandon their enterprise ; but Soto could 
not endure the thought of returning to his country 
without some brilliant and successful achievement. 
He had such a command over his followers as to pre* 
vent their mutiny, and encouraged them to continue 
their march into the interior, from which he was des* 
tined never to return. 

Tascaluza appears to have been highly famous in 
his day, and his memory long continued among the 
Indians of Florida, if indeed it be yet extinct Tus- 
caloosa, the present capital of Florida, still preserves 
bis name, and points out the locality of his dominions. 
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A Flo^idian cacique, was the oldest of three broth- 
ers, who divided the government of theijr tribe among 
them, contrary to the general practice in that country ; 
Vitachuco, probably from his seniority, claiming much 
the greater portion. This divided authority appears 
not to have led to any family feuds, and when the 
Spaniards, under Hernando de Soto, invaded Florida, 
in 1539, they found the three brothers living in per- 
fect amity. Soto had penetrated into the country 
with a formidable force of horse and foot. He trav- 
ersed a great part of East Florida, Southern Georgia 
and Alabama^ searching everywhere for gold, and 
almost everywhere encountering the hostility of the 
natives. In the course of 'his march, he came to the 
territory of Vitachuco, which appears to have been 
situated on the streams which flow through West 
Florida into the Gulf of Mexico. The first town he 
visited in this quarter was Ochile, on the frontier of 
the territory, consisting of about fifly houses. The 
Indians here had made no hostile demonstrations 
against the Spaniards, yet Soto did not hesitate to 
assault the place. The Indians, overcome by surprise 
at this attack, which was made early in the morning, 
and astounded by the clangor of the Spanish drums and 
trumpets, took instantly to flight. The town was cap- 
tured, and many of the inhabitants were made prison- 
ers, among whom w^s Ochile, the brother of Vitachuco* 
14* 

Digitized by Google 



158 TITACHUCO. 

Soto, having Ochile in his possession, made him- 
self acquainted with the state of the country, and 
persuaded his prisoner to send to Vitachuco and the 
remaining brother, suc^ epcagf e|at^d< accounts of the 
S'paniards as, he hoped, would induce them to submit 
without oaring resistance. With llie latteB» this ma- 
nflBuvre was .successful ; but Vitadhuco was not so 
easily gained. Ochile assured him that the Span- 
iards were celestial beings, the children of the 4BU1I 
and moon, and rode on 'wonderldlly strange ani- 
mals, who were so swift of ipot that the wind could 
hardly overtake them. He informed him that they 
behaved in the most friendly manner to those who 
received Aem well, but exercised all manner of jever* 
ities against their enemies. He begged him, tbeie* 
lore, as an act of prudence, to submit at once to Iheir 
authority. Vitachuco answered in a tone ^ deter*- 
mined and lofty defiance, which, the Spanish historiaa 
declares, surpassed the bravadoes of Ariosto's cavm* 
tiers. He told his brother that he was a coward for 
rabmitting to the invaders, and that he talked like « 
woman, or a boy, in advising him to follow his exam- 
ple. As for the Spaniards, their story about beii^ 
bom of the sun and moon was a ridiculous lie ; that, 
whatever might be their outward pretensions, Aey 
Were certainly like all the rest of their countrymeni 
vagabonds, traitors, liars, robbers, murderers, and chil- 
dren of the devil ; that if they were the honest men 
Uiey called themselves, they would stay at home and 
mind their own business, instead of roaming abMit^ 
pluDdering and butchering people who had done tbam 
no harm. This lecture to the eaplive chief WM 
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«ebraipanied with a mesMig>e to the Spaniaids them- 
tolves, filled with the moet Atrious and extravagant 
menaces. He told them that if diey dared to set foot 
in his territories, he would overwhelm them with such 
plagues and disaiiN^ers aa they had nev^r hewrd of 
before. He would poison the riyers, the lakes, the 
springs of water, the trees, the plants, and the very 
air. He would command the mountains to fall upon 
their heads^ and the earth ta open and swallow them 
up ; and if ^ey escaped all these dangers, he would 
take them alive, boil one half of them and roast the 
other half. 

If the Spanish writers have given us a faithful copy 
of this manifesto of the Floridkn chief, we must allow 
that his eloquence remtiub us rath^ of Ancient Pistol 
than of Julius CsBsaf . He soon found, indeed, that 
he had talked somewhat too largely. Af^r repeating 
these threats for several days, and perceiving that 
they produced no efiect, he became alarmed. The 
Spaniards advanced into his country, and Vitachuco, 
learning from various quarters that they were much 
more formidable than he had imagined, thought it 
prudent to pvc^pose terms of peace. A negotiation 
ensued, and he went oQt to meet Soto on friendly 
terms. He made many apologies for the insultix»g 
language he had used towards the Spaniards, and 
professed his entire willingness to sabmit his territory 
to iheir authority. He ofiered to supply them with 
provisions, to whatever extent they might wish, and 
declared that he was solicitous only to do them honoi 
and service. Soto received all these declarati<ms 
«micably,-profeiaed his desire to overloc^t what had 
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passed, promised to render Vitachuco and his peojde 
every service in his power, and declared that he would 
study not to he hurdensome. A treaty of peace was 
forthwith concluded. 

The Spaniards marched into the capital of Vita- 
chuco, which contained above two hundred large 
houses, besides a great number of smaller buildings. 
Here they passed five days, reposing from the fatigues 
of their long march, and making merry with their 
entertainers. But the crafty Vitachuco, under this 
veil of friendship, nourished the most rancorous feel- 
ings of hatred toward the Spaniards, and his demon- 
strations of amity were only a cover to a scheme by 
which he hoped to ensnare his detested enemies and 
cut them off to a ^single man. On the fifth day he 
instructed a number of trusty messengers to proceed 
to the different parts of his dominions, with orders to 
this effect. Strong parties of warriors were to assemble 
at different points in the neighborhood of the capital, 
and secrete their arms in the ^oods. On the day 
appointed, they were to enter the toWn in irregular 
groups, with loads of wood, water, vegetables, and 
other things for the use of the Spaniards, and hold 
themselves in readiness to fall upon them at a given 
signal. The messengers being despatched, Vitachuco 
called together his bravest officers and laid the plot 
before them. They applauded his resolution, and 
declared themselves ready to sacrifice their lives, if 
necessary, for the deliverance of their country. 

Having made all necessary dispositions for the suc- 
cess of the scheme, Vitachuco informed Soto that he 
proposed to honor him by exhibiting a body of his 
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troops dniwn up m battle urray. Soto tepKed that i^ 
would givo him gteat pleasure to see the Indian army 
in martial ordcr^ and, to reeiprdcate the honor, hie 
would at the sam« time bring ont his own Spaniards 
in orddr of battles Vitachuco was taken by surpt^ 
at this proposal; he would gladly have dispensed 
widi this embarrassing hcHMr, but hs had no pretence 
for declining it withotit exposing hims^f to a danger- 
ous sti£^ieion. 

The peril of Yitachuco was already greater than 
he imagined. Before the plot was ripe, it was betrayed. 
One of the confidential messengers, taking serious 
thought of the enterprise, began to conceive appre- 
hensiims as to its success ; and fearing, moreover, that 
it mig^t be revealed to the Spaniaids by some one of 
his associates, in which ease he would be doomed tb 
deaUi as a main actor in lh^ plot, decided to secure 
his own safety hy instantly making it known. He 
hastened, theref<Mre, to Onia, one of Soto's officers, 
and gave him a relation ctf the whole aflair. Ortiz 
lost not a moment in communicating the intelligence 
to his commands. Soto resolved to dissemble, keep 
up an appeamsce of amity with his enemy, and turn 
his scheme against him. The plot and counterplot 
therefore went on» 

The town was skirted by a wide plain, at me 
extremity <^ which was a high mountain covered wi& 
thick woods; at ^ other end of the plain were two 
deep lakes. On iUxe appointed day, tibe Indians ap- 
peered drawn upon this plain^ between the mountain 
and the lakes. Their number amounted to ten thou- 
saad ; they wtm all choseh^ men, and decked widi tall 
X ■ . 
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plames ii their head-dress, so as to make a very 
showy appearance. To prevent all suspicion on the 
part of the Spaniards, they exhibited no weapons, but 
had their bows and arrows conceialed in the tall grass 
close at hand. The Spanish troops marched out of 
the town, every man being instructed how to act» 
according to given signab. Soto and Vitachuco 
marched on foot at their head. At a certain spot, 
Vitachuco was to have given a signal for his men to 
snatch up their arms and rush upon the Spaniards. 
Just as they were approaching this spot, Soto ordered 
a musket to be fired, on which signal, twelve Spanish 
soldiers instantly surrounded the' Indian chief and 
made him prisoner. The Indians, who at this moment 
had grasped their weapons and stood ready to make 
the assault, were struck with sudden astonishment at 
the capture of their leader ; but, after wavering a mo- 
ment, they set up a loud shout and rushed forward. 
Soto sprang upon his horse and led his troops to the 
charge. Rushing with the most daring valor upon 
the ranks of the enemy, he was received with a 
showe^ of arrows all aimed at his horse, a practice 
common to the Indians, who were not slow in per- 
ceiving what immense advantages the use of this 
animal gave to the Spaniards. Eight arrows pierced 
the body of the steed at the first discharge, and he fell 
dead. Soto fell with him, and was in extreme danger, 
but the Spanish cavalry instantly rushed forward and 
charged the ranks of the Indians. The squadron 
consisted of about three hundred men, and such was 
the fury of their onset, that the loose ranks of the 
natives were totally unable to withstand it. They 
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broke, dispcfr^ed, and fled in every direction. F^urt 
sared themselves in the woods. * Nine hundred, the 
flower of the army, who found themselves in the rear, 
could not^escape except by throwing themselves into 
one of the lakes, where ^e water was so deep that, 
four feet from the bank, it rose over their heads, and 
they were forced to swim. 

The Spaniards chased the fugitives across the plain, 
till the thick woods, by which it was skirted, prevented 
any further pursuit by their cavalry. They then sur- 
rounded the lake, where the remainder had taken 
refuge. The Indians refused to surrender, and the 
battle was continued the whole day with the greatest 
obstinacy, the Indians swimming about, and locking 
themselves three or four together, on the backs of whom 
one stood upright and shot arrows at the Spaniards a9 
long as they had any remaining. They hoped to make 
their escape in the darkness of the night, and not a 
man suffered himself to be taken prisoner. The Span- 
iards, however, surrounded the lake with their whole 
force, and kept up so vigilant a watch through the 
night, that not an Indian could approach the shore, 
under cover of the water-lilies, without being fired 
upon. AH this time they continued calling upon them, 
offering pardon and good treatment if they would 
surrender, and tlureatening certain death in case of 
their refusal. 

Fourteen hours the Indians remained swimming in 
the lake, with stout hearts and an unconquered deter- ' 
mination to resist all overtures for surrender. At 
length, about two in the morning, finding themselvei 
in a most miserable and exhausted state, half dead 
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the frarfstce of theSvater, a few of them apprcachefd 
the shore ; but most of these, after touehitig it, again 
plutiged into the water, not ye€ wilKiig to trust to the 
promise of the Spaniards. When they wi\r, however, 
that the few who landed Were kindly treated, others 
followed. At ten in the morriittg, d body of twtJ hufti. 
dred surrendered, who had been twenty^foui? hours in 
the water without touching land. They were nearly 
drowned, and enormously swollen With the water 
they had taken in t yet We are not told that any of 
dieni died in consequence of these nnpcuralleled suffer*- 
Ings. Seven Indians only now remained in the kke, 
and these were obstinately determined to perish 
ffooner than yield. Soto, thierefbre^ sent out half a 
dozen of his best swimmen^, who plunged into the 
water, holding their swotds between theii' teeth, and 
pulled out the half-drowped wretches by the hair of 
their heads. After proper remedies had ifestored 
^em fully to animation, they were asked what ctiuld 
induce them to persevere in -so obstinate and hopeless 
a resistance. They replied that they had been hon- 
ored by their master, the cwiique, with the highest 
oemmands in the army, and they considered them-^ 
selves bound to be true to their trust by sacrificing 
themselves in his cause, and thus to set a noble exam- 
ple to their children and posterity. They declared that 
they felt wretched and degrackd in eoneequence of 
having been spared by the clemency of the Spanish 
general) and begged him, as^ a deed of kindness, to put 
A»tn to deathi This is an instance of firmness and 
ielfdevotion, umiurpassed dven in Roman history. 
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The Spaniards^ notwithstanding their sanguinary and 
rapacious disposition, could not but be touched with 
the high loyalty and courage manifested by these sen- 
timents, which they felt to be congenial to their own 
notions of Castilian honor. Their historian assures 
us that they shed tears of admiration at the conduct 
of these brave Floridians ; f^nd Soto, with the general 
approval of all his band, allowed the seven heroes to 
return free to their own homes. 

Notwithstanding the treachery of Vitachuco, the 
Spanish commander judged it not advisable to deal 
severely with him, lest the Indians, who revered their 
cacique, should be again excited to hostility. He 
therefore, after reproaching Vitachuco with his con- 
duct, again admitted him tp his friendship, and 
promised to overlook what had been done, in case the 
chief would in future act up to those professions of 
fidelity which he had repeatedly made. Vitachuco 
renewed his declarations, and Soto entertained him 
at his table as formerly. Possibly this time the 
cacique might have been sincere in his wish for peace, 
after experiencing the superior strength of the Span- 
iards ; but all amicable feelings were soon dissipated 
by the conduct of Soto, who, instead of pursuing a 
steady line of policy, adapted to secure the good will 
of the Indians, embraced such measures as were 
highly offensive and insulting toward them. He 
rashly judged that some severe punishment was 
necessary to prevent the other natives from imitating 
the example of Vitachuco's people. Fpr this purpose 
he caused the prisoners taken at the lake to be dis- 
tributed among the Spaniards, whom they were to 
IV.— 15 
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itenre as dsTes' dorfaig- ^Ir^ e^^ iif^ tMut qiiaalJelr. 
Tbe^ ptmd cbieiis afid Wiifi^drtf ti^re tfeti^ odmpeOed 
to act as codka and scmBknid) atid ta jietfoi^ ev^ 
ton df low Md meniiA drUdgei^. Ii f^riowcttd^ 
tlmt thia degrading^avei^ ex^ite^ ^efii^ t^&mmem 
and mdignationi Soto, it is said, infteiided to Ifberato 
them at his depfanure, but, as he did mt tnake this 
known, the Indian considered' thertisel?es dk)ifled to 
perpetual bondage. Vitacfli\»66^ felt the insult most 
keenly, and the fierce thirst for revei:^, which had 
b^n lulled iii the breasi of thi& i^itmd- savage, was 
ttwaadened anew in all its^ fbtcef. Agairf h^ berit hii 
thoughts upon schennefs fcir ^ destt'^retion of hds 
tgrrandieai enemies. 

So«o had taken awtiy the Bitiis of the lildians, yet 
k was impossiUe to (kprire them of the liberty of 
going^.at large* In their attendance ttpon the Span*-- 
iaids in their quarters^, the^ liidiatis had them at imfy 
time within their reac^. VitaehucO concerted a 
scheme for attacking the S{)aniard8 Within dootl^, by 
which he hoped to extirpate them at a single blow". 
It was arranged that each Indiah should, at a given 
signal, fall upon his own maaftef and put him to 
death. The plot wa(s kept secret till the day ap- 
pointed. At ditttier time, on the setenth day after the 
battle, Sotb and Yitachuco sat together at table, ac- 
companied by the chief officers of the army. Just as 
the repast was ended, Yitachuco sprang up from his 
•eat, flourishing and whirling his arms, cracking his 
joints in an extrt&ordinary manner, and uttering a yell, 
i;^ch, we arie dssiiiied, might have been heard the 
greater part of a mile. He then fell npon Soto with 
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the Spaniard was prostrated upon the ground, 4seiis&- 
less, in an instant, with his hce covered with blood, 
and his teeth knocked down his lluoat. Vitachueo 
then threw himself ^q^n his prostrate foe,, and a most 
extraordinary haMe ensued. 

All the Indians^ at the ^rst signal, started up and 
seized such wieapons as caifte to hand^nstieks, chairs, 
dishes, jugs, spits, fire-brcuids, pots of soup and hot 
water — and hurled them in a shower upon the Span- 
iards. Several were killed on the spot ; others were 
scalded, burnt, and desperately wounded. Scarcely a 
man escaped unhurt. They rallied, however, and 
took to their arms. The Indians, after the surprise 
of the first rush was over, were unable to follow up 
the attack with equal spirit and success. The Span- 
iards stood on their defence with great courage, and 
soon forced thisir assailants to give ground ; but many 
of them felt great embarrassment in this ignoble con- 
flict, thinkiiig it beneath their dignity to kill their own 
jslaves- All they would condescend to do, was to 
drag them into the great square, and cause them to 
be despatched by the arrows of the auxiliary Indiana 
that accompanied the army ; but many of the pris- 
oners shook themselves free on the wayj throwing 
down and trampling upon their masters. In the end, 
they nearly all perished. Such was the calamitous 
end of nine hundred brave and resolute Floridians, 
after an unexampled resistance against fire, water 
and the edge of the sword. Vitachuco, at the com- 
mencement of the battle, was assailed by the Spanish 
officers, who, when they saw their general attacked, 
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drew their swords and rushed upon the cacique. He 
instantly fell dead, pierced with twelve wounds. 

Vitachuco was one of the most formidable enemies 
that the invaders of Florida encountered in the course 
of their expedition. Had his prudence been equal to 
his courage, the Spaniards might have found in him 
an antagonist sufficiently powerful to arrest their pro* 
gross, and spare them t!ie long train of sufferings 
which closed their disastrous enterprise. 
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Tms celebrated princess, so intimately connected 
with some 6f the most interesting events in the early 
history of Virginia, was born about the year 1594. 
Her father, Powhatan, was called Emperor of Virginia, 
being the most powerful and ftimous of all the Indian 
chiefs in that quarter. His dominions extended from 
James* river, called originally Powhatan river, north 
to the Patuxent, and also comprised a portion of the 
territory on the eastern shore of the Chesapeake. 
Captain John Smith, whose adventures have already 
been made familiar to the reader; paid a visit to Pow- 
hatan in 1607, while on an exploring expedition up 
James' river, in company with Captain Newport and 
a small party of men. The English were at peace 
with the savages, and were recerved by them in a 
friendly manaer. The residence of Powhatan was 
then at a small town on the bank of the river, in front 
of three islets, just below the spot where Richmond 
now stands. The Virginian emperor was then about 
sixty years of age, gray-headed, and of a lofty de- 
meanor. He was dressed in racoon skins, and bore 
a crown of feathers. At the entertainment given to 
Smith's party, some of the Indians expressed their 
apprehensions of the English, and counselled hostili- 
ties against them ; but they were silenced by Pow- 
hatan. " Tte strangers," said he, " want but a little 
ground, which we can easily spare. Why should we 
15* 
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object to tht^r comiag into out territoi^ ?" Suj^pos*- 
ing this langcmge to hsre been sincere--4ho Tirginian 
emperor had, amonig- his adris^ps, men who possessed 
iJOLore shrewdness and fo!):mght ^an himself. 

Wheth^ Pocah(mtas was^ {Present at thk interv^W, 
we are not told ; nor is there any mention of Ke¥ till 
the occurrence by which she is btel known fo A« 
world, — ^the saving of Smith's life, l^owhatan, it is 
said, was a great dissembler, and eten while addriess«- 
ing his visitors in the language of peace and frk^* 
ship, and interchanging presents wi& thiem, was 
plotting a scheme for t^eir destruction. Hostilities 
broke ont shortly after, and before Smith and New- 

• port could return to Jamestown, Aat set^ement was 
attacked by a strong body of the Indians, The Eng- 
lish were quite defenceless, having no arms at hand, 
as their imbecile governor, Wingfield, fearii^g a con- 
spiracy of the people, had locked up their guns and 
prohibited military elercises. Jamestowiii would 
have been taken, and the inhabitants massacred, but 
for a fortunate accident. A cannon shot, from a tcssel 
in the river, cut off the branch of a tree, which fell 

' among a party oi the Indians who were rushing to 
the assault. This so terrified them that they fled in 
all directions and abandoned the tindertaking. 

A treaty of peace followed, and Smith, with a party 
of men, made several excursions feito the interior to 
obtain supplies of provisions. The rivers were cov- 
ered with innumerable flocks of wild fowl, and itt6 
Woods abounded with deer and ttirkeys. The neces- 
sities of the coonists were soon Relieved, but the 
restless activity of Smith, and a desire to silence the 
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munnurs f some of his countrymen, who asser.ed 
that he had not made sufficient endeavors to explore 
the head streams of the Ghickahominy, induced him 
to continue his enterprises during the season of plenty. 
In the winter of 1607, he collected a small number 
of followers, ^d proceeded once more in a barge up 
that riveras far as it was navigable. Having left the 
barge in a wide bay, out of the reach of the Indians, 
with positive orders that none of the crew should 
leave her on any account, he rowed farther up, in a 
small canoe, attended by two Englishmen and two 
friendly Indians. He was scarcely out of sight, when 
the crew of the barge, impatient of restraint, disobeyed 
his orders and went on shore. 

At the very spot where they landed, a body of three 
hundred savages, headed by Opechancanough, brother 
to Powhatan, were lying in ambush, watching for a 
favorable opportunity to attack the barge. One of . 
the Englishmen, straying from the rest, fell into their 
hands, and from him they extorted information of the 
object and route of Smith. They immediately put 
the captive to. death in a cruel manner, and followed 
Smith with all their force and with the utmost cau- 
tion. Twenty miles up the river, they discovered his 
two English companions fast asleep by a fire in the 
woods : they immediately shot them with their arrows, 
and then followed oji the track of Smith, who had 
gone to shoot some wild fowl for pjrovisions. Smith 
wis proceeding up the bank of the river, not far from 
his canoe, when he discovered the savages close upon 
him. He endeavored to retreat, ^nd, finding the 
enemy pressing hard upon him, shielded himself by 



"* Qigitizedby VjOOQIC 



POCABOINTiigri 173 

tjring his Indian guide to his left arm, whfle he exer- 
, ziaed the right in his defence. In this munner he 
contrived to loald and fire his musket, and ward oflf 
the arrows of his assailants, while he retreated slowly 
toward the water. He shot three of th«9i dead^ 
wounded several others, and, in this manner, of facing 
one way And walking another, kept the enemy, who 
were astonished at his bravery and skill, at a safe dis- 
jMkce. But, not being able to pay close attention to 
is steps, he sank, at last, into a miry spot, so deep 
iiat, owing to his embarrassing connection with his 
^uide, he was unable to extricate himself* Here he 
* emained a considerable time, the savages not daring 
10 attack him so long as he held the liiusket. But, 
.he cold having benumbed his limbs, he could make 
1)0 further exertibn ; yet no man dared to lay hands on 
him, and those who made the neatest approach to him 
were observed to tremble with fear. He at length 
threw down his arms, and made signs that he had 
surrendered. 

The Indians now pulled him out of the mud and took 
him to the fire where his two companions had been 
killed. They chafed his benumbed limbs and restored 
them to activity. He called for their chief, and 
Opechaucanough appeared. Smith, \dth perfect self- 
possession, entered into such conversation with him 
as could be carried on by signs. He had an ivory 
pocket-cotapass with him, which he showed to Ope- 
chaucanough and his attendants. " Much th^y mar- 
velled," says the narrative, " at the playing of the fly 
and ueedlo, which they could see so plainly atid yet 
dot wh :h, becJEiuse of the glass that cotered them. 

Digitized by Google 



174 FgcAHcmTAs. 

But when he demonstrated, by that globe-like jewel, 
the roundnesse of the earth and skies, the spheare of , 
the sunne and moone and starres, and how the sunne 
did chase the nighte about the world continually — the 
greatnesse of the land and sea, the diversity of the 
nations, the varietie of complexion, and how we were 
to them antipodes, and many other such like matters, 
they all stood as amazed with admiration/' If this 
account qf the old narrator be correct, Captain John 
Smith may claim the honor of having been the first 
scientific lecturer in the United States. How much 
of his lecture the savages understood, we are not 
informed. 

If not highly edified by Smith's explanation of the 
Copernican system, they were amused sufficiently to 
listen to him for some time ; but, an hour afterwards, 
they bound him to a tree and prepared to shoot him. 
When their bows were bent, Opechancanough stepped 
forward and held up the compass, on whjch they all 
threw down their weapons, and Smith was led off in 
triumph to Orapaxe. They marched in Indian file, 
Ot)echancanough being in the centre, with the Eng- 
lish swords and muskets borne before him. The 
prisoner followed, held fast by three of the savages, 
and on each side of him marched a file of six, with 
their arrows ready to let fly in case of an attempt tp 
escape. When they reached the town, the women 
and children flocked in crowds to see the prisoner 
The Indians formed a circle round Opechancanough 
and sung and danced. Smith was then placed in a 
large log wigwam, and supplied so liberally with pro 
visions that he imagined he was ta be fattened foi 
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slaughter. They took him to a sick man to cure 
him, but Smith refused to prescribe unless they would 
permit him to go to Jamestown for medicines, which 
was denied. A design was entertained by the In- 
dians, at this time, to make another attack upon 
Jamestown ; and they had so high an opinion of the 
courage and talents of Smith, that they endeavored 
to gain his assistance, by the offer of a large tract of 
land, with as many women as he chose to demand. 
But he rejected all their offers, and assured them that 
they could never succeed i^^ainst the English ; in 
proof of which, he described their formidable means 
of defence by their muskets and cannon, and the ter- 
rible apparatus of mines, by which whole armies 
might be blown into the air. To convince them that 
his accounts were not exaggerated, he wrote on a 
leaf of his pocket-book a note to his friends in James- 
town, directing them to frighten the Indians, and send 
him certain articles which he wfmted. The savages, 
who carried this note, came back terrified beyond 
description, and bringing the very things that Smith 
had sent for, to the utter amazement of ehe whole 
tribe, 'who. were unable to penetrate the mystery of 
the '* speaking leaf.'' 

Failing in their scheme of attacking Jamestown, the 
Indians carried their prisoner fron^ place to place, 
through all the dominions of Powhatan, that the 
whole tribe might enjoy the spectacle of the renowned 
Englishman, led in triumph by their warriors, ^t 
Werowocomoco he was brought into the presence of 
Powhatan. The savage emperor was dressed in his 
racoon skin robe, and sat on a wooden throne, some- 
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thing like a bedstead, j^aced before a latge fire« On 
his right and left sat two young girls, his daught^rd. 
His counsellors^ adoriied with shells and feathers, were 
ranged on each side of the wigwam, with an equal 
number of won^n standing behind them. On the 
entrance of Smithy the attendants of Powhatan 
greeted iiim with a loud shout. The que^a of Ap- 
pamatox was directed to bring him water to wash^ and 
another woman wiped his hands with a bunch of feath- 
ers. These acts of savage pcditeness seem to have 
been, thought due to the prisoner, on account of his 
reputation lor courage and skill, as at this time no 
thoughts of clemency were entertained by hts ene- 
mies. A short consultation between Powhatan and 
his warriors was terminated by a resolution to put 
the captive to instant death) as a man whose superiodr 
bravery and genius rendered him very dangerous to 
the Indians. 

No time Was lost iit preparing to carry this decision 
into effect. Two large stones were brought in and 
placed at the feet of the emperctf . Smith was seized 
by as many of the Indians as could lay hands on him, 
dragged forward, and his head laid on the stones. A 
heavy club was then produced, and laid before Pow^* 
hatan, for whom was ieserved the honor of beating 
out the brains of the victim. The grimly-painted 
warriors looked on in silence, with sensations of awe 
at the spectacle. A dreaded and fonnidable eiiemy 
was to be sacrificed for their safety ; but in their most 
savage mood, they were not insensible to the emotion 
of pity for the hai-d fkte of a foe, whose bravery they 
could not but admire. And now comes a seene 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



POCAHOIfTAS. 177 

which has 'tfever failed to touch the heart and excito 
Uie interest of the reader — an(J one which has few 
parallels in history. The fatal club was uplifted ; one 
instant more and the wretched victim had been struck 
dead, when Pocahontas, the young, amiable and 
beauteous daughter of the emperor, uttered a scream 
of terror and agony, which arrested the blow. With 
. dishevelled hair and eyes streaming with tears, she 
threw herself upon the body of Smith, clasped his 
head in her arms, and, by the most imploring look§, 
directed towards her father, solicited the life of 
the captive. The royal executioner suspended his 
blow in amazement, and looked round upon his war- 
riors. Either a respect for the gallant prisoner, or 
admiration of the noble behavior of his fair friend, 
had moved their hearts. Powhatan read in their 
looks a sentiment of mercy, and spared the life of the 
doomed victim. Such is the narrative of the most 
striking and dramatic incident in the whole history 
of the North American Indians. 

Pocahontas was about thirteen years of age, but 
we have not the means of knowing whether simple 
humanity or a more tender sentiment filled her breast 
on this occasion. Smith, though saved from death, 
was still detained a captive. Nantaquaus, the brother 
of Pocahontas, a brave and finely-shaped young 
man, also took a deep interest in the welfare of the 
prisonelr. Through his influence with Powhatan, 
the hardships of the captive were much alleviated; 
Smith employed himself in making bells, beads, and 
copper trinkets for Pocahontas, and bows, arrows and 
L nr.— 16 , 
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Other articles for her father. After a while, Pow 
hatan was persuaded .ta set him free. This act wai 
preceded by a^ strange ceremony. . Powhatan dis- 
guised himself and two hundi^d of His n^» i& th» 
most hideous mamser, and ca^Esed Smith to be carried 
into a large wigwam in the woods, where he wa» 
laid on a mat by a ire. Ere kng he was akimed by 
a most terrific howlmgy and imagined that the hour 
of his execution had at lieist anired. Powhatan wtiA 
his gtim masquerad^rs burst into the wigwam, and, 
instead of deliyering a sentence of cbath, imnonneed 
to Smith that he w^ at liberty, and that he and ^ 
emperor were friends. He requested Smith to send 
him, onliis arriral at Jamestown, a pair of cannon and 
a grindstone, in requital of which, he would grre him 
the country of Capahowsick, and love him as his son 
Nantaquaus. Smith returned to his countrymen* 
and did not fail to reward the generous Pocahontas 
by such presents of toys and finery as he judged 
most acceptable to a savage belle. Powhatan was 
now on good terms with the settlers, and Pocahontas 
lent her friendly offices in the most efiectual manner. 
A scarcity of provisions was felt at Jamestown ; dis- 
content and a mutinous spirit began to prevail. Po- 
cahontas visited the place every four or five days, 
always with a supply of provisions, by which the 
lives of many persons were, savetl, and the affiiirs of 
the colony relieved from much embarrassment. 

During Smith's administration as president of the 
colony, in 1609, the friendly relations between th^ 
Indians and the settlers experienced some disturbance. 
The historians of Virginia' Blccuse Pofwhatan of du- 
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plicity and treachery, but not, as it appefu-s, on any 
very plausible grounds. Smith, with a body of 
armed men, paid a visit to him at Werowocomoco, 
and requested a supply of provisions. The emperor 
pleaded poverty, and frankly confused that he dis- 
liked the English, and should be glad to get rid of 
them. There was. no duplicity here. A speech 
which he made to Smith, while discussing the ques- 
tion of peace and war, is worth quoting, "I have 
seen two generations of my people die. Not a man 
of the two generations is alive now but myself. I 
know the difference between peace and war better 
than any man in my country. I am now grown old, 
and must die soon ; my authority must descend to 
iny brothers, Opitchapan, Opechancanough and Cata- 
tough ; — then to my two sisters, and then, to my two 
daughters. I wish them to know as much as I do, 
ind that your love to them nuiy be like mine to you. 
Why will you take by force what you may have qui- 
etly by love ? Why will you destroy us who supply 
you with food ? What can yoji get by war ? We 
can hide our provisions and run into the woods ; then 
you will starve for wronging your friends. Why are 
you jealous of us ? We are unarmed, and willing to 
give you what you ask, if you come in a friendly 
matiner, and not with, swqrds and guns, as if to make 
war upon an enemy. I am not so simple as not to 
know that it is much better to eat good meat, sleep 
comfortably, live quietly with my wiv«s,and children, 
laugh and be merry with the English^ and trade for 
their copper and hatchets, .than to run away from 
them, and to lie cold in the woods, feed on acorns, 
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roots and such trashy and be so hunted that I can nei- 
ther eat nor sleep. In these wars, my men must sit 
up watching, and, if a twig break, they all cry out, 
^Here comes Captain Smith!* So I must end my 
miserable life. Take away your guns and swords, 
the cause of all our jealousy, or you may all die in 
the same manner." 

Smith, however, could not be persuaded that Pow- 
hatan was sincere^ and persisted in keeping his guard 
near him ; so the meeting broke up. Symptoms of 
distrust now increased on both sides, and, before long, 
Powhatan formed a plan to attack the English, and 
put Smith to death. Pocahontas obtained informa- 
tion of this design, and lost not a moment in com- 
municating it to her English friend. At the dead of 
night she Jeft her father's house, and traversed the 
wilderness till she reached the quarters of Smith, 
where, /with tears streaming from her eyes, she in- 
formed him of his danger, and besought him to provide 
for his safety. Warned by this advice, the English 
stood upon their guard, and foiled the attempt of the 
savages. The colony of Virginia may be said thus 
to have twice owed its preservation to the noble- 
minded Pocahontas. 

After Smith left the country for England, in con- 
sequence of the accident by which he was severely 
injured, we hear no more of Pocahontas till 1612, 
when Captain Argall, who had just arrived from 
„ England, proceeded on a trading voyage up the Poto- 
mac. Hostilities had prevailed between the settlers 
and the Indians, during most of the period subse- 
quent to the above adventure, but Argall had estab- 
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lished friendly relations with the tribes on the river. 
Relying on this, none of them apprehended any hostile 
measures at Ai^lPs visit. Pocahontas^ for some 
reason which is not known, had left her father, and 
was at that time residing on the Potomac, in the 
neighborhood of a chief named Japazaws. This 
came to the ears of Argall, and he immediately con* 
ceived the perfidious design of making her a prisoner, 
either for the purpose of holding her as a hostage to 
check any designed hostilities on the part of her 
father, or for the mercenary purpose of extorting a 
ransom. • For the accomplishment of this scheme, he 
tampered with Japazaws, whose honor and integrity 
were not proof against the attractions of a brig' 
copper kettle, which was ojQTered as the price of ms 
treachery. A bargain was struck, and the perfidious 
chief betrayed the guardian angel of Virginia into the 
hands pf a people whom her generous and compas- 
sionate spirit had oflen saved from famine and the 
tomahawlf. 

The only circumstance that can palliate the treach- 
ery of Japazaws, is the fact that it was accompanied 
with a promise from the English captain, that no hurt 
should befall Pocahontas, and that she should be 
treated with every care and respect. The plot to get 
her into the hands of the English, was contrived with 
some art. The wife of Japazaws was employed to 
entice her on board the ship of Argall, which lay in the 
river. Pocahontas had no curiosity to visit the ship, 
having already seen many vessels during her frequent 
visits to Jamestown. The wife of Japazaws therefore 
pretended great anxiety to see one, but declared her- 
16* 
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self unwilling to go on board, unless Pocahontasr 
would accompany her. Tlie latter, having no ac- 
quaintance with Argall, at first hesitated, but, giving 
way to the solicitations of her friend, at length con- 
sented. Pocahontas was received so amicably that 
she dismissed all her fears, and presently strayed 
from her companions into the gun-room, where* she 
was secured as a prisoner. Japazaws and his wife 
counterfeited great sorrow and indignation, to conceal 
the share they had borne in this base transaction. 
Argall sailed with his prize for Jamestown. Poca- 
hontas was overwhelmed with grief at finding her- 
self in captivity, not being able to conjecture what 
fate was designed for her. But having received 
assurances that considerations Df policy alone had 
induced the English to seize her person, in order to 
gain more favorable terms in their negotiations with 
her father, her apprehensions and sorrow subsided. 

The English immediately sent a message to Ppw- 
hatan, informing him of 'the capture of his daughter, 
and demanding of him the prisoners, guns and other 
articles which he had at various times taken from 
them. They had, however, made a miscalculation in 
their measures. Either the affection of Powhatan for 
his daughter had cooled,— of which there is some 
probability, considering the favor she had always 
shown to his enemies, the English, and her late sepa- 
ration from him,— or motives of policy and a regard for 
his people withheld him from making any sacrifice or 
concession to regain his daughter. He sent no mes- 
sage in reply ; but two of his sons, on the faith of a 
truce, visited Jamestown, to inquire into the situation 
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of their sister« On their return, thty made such a 
report as apparently to satisfy him wiA regard to her 
safety, but he said nothing of the proposed ransom. 
At,the end of three months, by the advice of his coun« 
cil, he released several English prisoners, each with a 
broken musket, and opened a negotiation, by ofiering, 
in case his daughter should be immediately given up, 
to pay five hundred bushels of corn, and pledge his 
constant friendship. But this negotiation failed. The 
English demanded the remainder of the muskets 
taken by the Indians. Powhatan affirmed that they 
were lost. The two parties distrusted each other, 
and the English heard no more of Powhatan for a 
long time. ' 

Early in 1613, Sir Thomas Dale, the former gov- 
ernor of the colony, took Pocahontas on board a ves- 
sel, and sailed up the Potomac to visit her father* 
On arriving at Werowocomoco, they found that Pow- 
hatan was absent, and the Indians appeared disposed to 
fight them. The English, to intimidate them, burnt 
many of their wigwams, and sent threatening mes- 
sages throu^out the neighborhood. Some of the 
Indians were induced to renounce hostilities, and a 
partial pacification was effected. Two of the brothers 
of Pocahontas went on board the vessel, and were 
delighted to meet her and find her happy. No inter- 
course could be obtainied with Powhatan, and Dale 
returned to Jamestown, without accomplishing the 
chief purpose of his expedition. 

Pocahontas, in the mean time, had embraced the 
Christian religion, and was baptized at Jamestown, by 
the name of Rebecca. Her usual tippellation, while 
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living among the English, was " the Lady Rebecca." 
Her desire to return to her own kindred was material- 
ly weakened by an attachment which had grown up 
between her and a young Englishman, Mr. John Kolfe, 
who bore a high character in the colony. He now. 
proposed to make her his wife, — an important step, 
which was submitted for consideration to Sir Thomas 
Dale, and other persons of high authority. No ob- 
stacle being oflfered, Pocahontas sent her brother 
information of the design. He communicated the 
intelligence to Powhatan, who gave a raady consent 
to the match, and despatched Opacbisco, his brother, 
and two of his sons, to be present at the marriage. In 
April, 1613, Rolfe and Pocahontas were married at 
Jamestown. 

The union appears to have been an eminently 
happy one, and Pocahontas expressed not the slight- 
est wish to return to a savage life. In 1616, she lefk 
Virginia for England, in company with her husband. 
Sir Thomas Dale and a number of Indians. They 
arrived at Plymouth in June, and proceeded to Lon- 
don, where " the Lady Rebecci " became an object 
of great curiosity to all descriptions of people. She 
was able to converse with readiness in the English 
language, and attracted the admiration of all by her 
unaffected grace, and the child-like simplicity of her 
manners. She enjoyed the particular friendship of 
Lord and Lady Delaware, by whom she was taken 
to court, where she received great attention. But we 
are informed that the aristocratic pride of the monarch, 
James L, was greatly shocked that one of his pleb^an 
subjects had dared to marry the daughter of a king. 
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Such a scruple was worthy of Jamcf , m some respects 
the weakest aad silliest priace that eyer sat on the 
throne of England. 

The meeting which took place in England between 
Pocahontas and Smith, has some&ing in it touching 
and pathetic, though the circumstances are rather 
obscurely denoted. Smith, at the time of her arrival, 
was on the point of embarking for New England. 
He went to Visit her at Brentford, in the neighborhood 
of London, where she had taken up her residence, to 
avoid the smoke and tumult of the great capital, 
which could not but be disagreeable to one accus- 
tomed to the sunny skies and green solitudes of Vir 
ginia. It appears that she had been made to believe, we 
know not for what purpose, that Smith was dead, and 
now seeing him, suddenly, in her presence, she gave 
way to the most unbounded expressions of joy and 

. afiection, threw heirself upon his neck, and called him 
her father. Smith, however, with too frigid an adhe- 
rence, perhaps, to what he judged to be the decorum 
of polished society, did not return her caresses with 
equal warmth, on which the artless young woman 
turned away from him, and hid her face with her 
hands. After some entreaty she conquered her feel- 
ings, and addressed him in the following words : 

" You promised my father that whatever was yours 
should be his, and that you and he would be all one. 
When you were a stranger in our country, you called 

. Powhatan father ; and for the same reason I will now 
call you so." Smith endeavored to make her under- 
stand the absurd and jealous pride of king James, 
which would not allow him to claim the paternity, 
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erea by name, of an Indian princess. She continued, 
in a firmer and more earnest tone, " You were not 
afraid to come into my father's country and strike a 
fear into everybody but myself; and are you afraid 
here to let me call you fkther? I tell you then, I 
will call you father, and you shall call me child, and 
so I will forever be of your country and kindred. 
They all told us you were dead, and I knew not 
otherwise, till I came to Plymouth. , But Powhatan 
commanded Tomocomo to seek you out, and know 
the truth, because your countrymen are much given 
to lying." 

We are not iM how for the sturdy veteran. Smith, 
was moved by this pathetic appeal, which shows the 
frankness, amiability and artless innocence of Poca« 
hontas in the most beautiful manner. Smith, not* 
withstanding the cool and cautious reception he gave 
his benefactor, exerted himself to promote her inter- 
ests at court, and addressed a petition to the queen 
in her behalf, from which we make the following 
extracts, which may show that he by no means {appre- 
ciated, too lightly, her character and services. " If 
ingratitude be a deadly poison to ail honest virtues, 
[ must be guilty of that crime if I should omit any 
means ^ be thankful. So it was that about ten 
years ago, being in Virginia, and taken prisoner by 
the power of Powhatan, their chief king, I received 
from this great savage exceeding great courtesy* 
especially from his son Nantaquaus, the manliest, 
comeliest, boldest spirit I ever saw in a savage, and 
hb sister Pocahontas, the king's most dear and well- 
beloved daughter, being but a child of twelve or thir- 
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teen years of age, whose compassionate, pitiful heart 
of my desperate estate, gave me much cause to respect 
her. I being the first Christian this proud king and 
his attendants ever saw, and thus enthralled in their 
power, I cannot say I felt the least occasion of want 
that was in the power of those, my mortal foes, to 
prevent, notwithstanding all their threats. After 
some six weeks' fattening amongst these savage cour- 
tiers, at the minute of my execution, she hazarded 
the beating out of her own brains tojsave mine, and 
not only that, but so prevailed with her father, that I 
was conducted to Jamestown, where I found about 
eight and thirty miserable, poor and sick creatures to 
keep possession of all those large territories in Vir- 
ginia. Such was the weakness of this poor common- 
wealth, as, had not the savages fed us, we directly had 
starved; and this relief, most gracious queen, was 
commonly brought us by the lady Pocahontas. Not- 
withstanding all those passages, when unconstant 
fortune turned our peace to war, this tender virgin 
would still not spare to dare to visit us, and by her 
our fears have been often appeased, and our wants 
still supplied. When her father, with the utmost of 
his policy and power, sought to surprise me, having 
but eighteen with me, the dark night could not affright 
her from coming through the irksome woods, and, 
with watered eyes, gave me intelligence, with her best 
advice to escape his fury, which had he seen, he had 
surely slain her. Jamestown, with her wild train, 
she as freely visited as her father's habitation, and, 
during the time of two or three years, she, next under 
God, was still the instrument to prevent this colony 
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from death, famine, and utter confusion. As yet, I 
never begged anything of the state, and it is my want of 
ability, and her exceeding deserts; your birth, means 
and authority ; her birth, virtue, want and simplicity, 
doth make me thus bold, humbly to beseech your 
majesty to take this knowledge of her, though it be 
from one so unworthy to be the reporter as myself, 
her husband's estate not being able to make her fit to 
Attend your majesty." 

It does not -appear that any very copious shower 
of royal bounty was the answer to this prayer. The 
notorious parsimony of the king may account for his 
neglecting to take notice of Pocahontas in any sub- 
stantial form. Tomocomo, a Virginian chief who 
accompanied her to England, was not slow to discover 
the meanness of the English monarch, nor backward in 
expressing his opinion. He was introduced to James, 
but found that person so unkingly, that he refused to 
believe him a sovereign, until by confirmatory circum- 
stances he was satisfied, and then, with a melancholy 
countenance, he said : " You gave Powhatan a white 
dog, which he fed as himself. But your king has 
given me nothing ; yet I am better than your white 
dog." The sarcastic wit of the barbarian should have 
extorted a bounty from the lord of St. James- palace, 
but probably no courtier had the audacity to rei^ind 
the king that Powhatan had treated a white dog with 
more liberality than he had treated a prince. 

Pocahontas, in less than a year after her arrival in 
England, prepared to return to America, but, on the 
point of her embarkation at Gravesend, she fell sick 
and died, at the age of twenty-two. Her death dis- 
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played a Lappy combination of savage fortitude and 
Christian submission. All who witnessed her last mo« 
ments, were affected by the lively and edifying picture 
of piety and virtue which her language and demeanor 
exhibited at the approach of the fatal hour. Her infant 
son, Thomas Rolfe, was left at Plymouth with Sir 
Lewis Steukly, who took charge of his maintenance 
and education. He returned afterwards to Virginia, 
and became a man of fortune and en^inence there. 
His descendants, at the present day, form a very 
numerous and highly respectable progeny. 

The name of Pocahontas adorns the brightest page 
in the history of the natives of America. In what- 
ever light we view her character, either as a maiden, 
a wife, or a mother, she is equally entitled to our 
respect and admiration. Heroic and amiable, con- 
stant and courageous, humane, generous, discreet and 
pious, she combined in an extraordinary manner the 
virtues and perfections of both savage and civilized 
nature. The union of so many qualities honorable 
to the female sex and to the human species, should 
never be forgotten, in forming our estimate of the 
American race. 
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*Massasoit, the sachem of the tribe of Indians who 
dwelt in the neighborhood of Boston, and who gave 
his name to the state of Massachusetts, had two 3ons, 
whom the English named Alexander and Philip* 
Massasoit was the friend of the English as long as he 
Kved. At the period of his death, in IGdl, the settle- 
ments had extended inland beyond Connecticut river, 
and the white population of New England probably 
amounted to forty thousand souls. The Indians, at 
the same period, might have numbered thirty thou- 
sand; but the whites were continually increasing, 
and the Indians diminishing. The latter became 
jealous and distrustful as they saw the former en- 
croaching on their territories, and themselves cooped 
up in narrow precincts, where their neighbors could 
watch them and keep them in subjection. It is true 
these encroachments were always made by purchase, 
and the prices were duly paid, but the Indians com- 
monly repented of their bargains, or forgot them, and 
saw nothing but injustice and usurpation in the gradual 
extension of the English settlements over the country 
of which they had formerly held undisturbed posses- 
sion. 

Alexander, (he elder son, inherited the authority 
of Massasoit, but died after a reign of a few months. 
Philip succeeded him in 1662. His Indian name 
was Metacom. . Hubbard, the old historian of New 
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England, infonns* us that, "for his ambitious and 
haughty spirit, he was nicknamed king Philip." He 
was chief of the Pokanokets, or Wampanoags, a tribe 
of the Narragansets, who dwelt around the bay of 
Rhode Island. Philip's chief seat was at Mount 
Hope, now Bristol. He appears to have nourished 
hostile feelings against the English at a very early 
period. • Immediately ailer his accession to the com- 
mand, rumors of plots and treacheries began to alarm 
the settlers. At the court of Plymouth, on the 6th of 
August, 1662, Philip mside his appearance to clear 
himself of the charges made against him. We are 
unable to say whether he had any settled plan of hos* 
vilities at this period. The accusation of plotting to 
cut off the English, he utterly denied, and earnestly 
requested the continuance of the friendship which 
had subsisted between them and his father. A treaty 
was accordingly drawn up, signed by Philip and his 
unrle, and witnessed by other Indian sachems. This 
seems to have quieted the fears of the Plymouth peo- 
ple, and we hear little more 'of Philip's designs for 
eight or nine years. 

During this period, the Pokanokets increased in 
numbers, and acquired additional strength by obtain- 
ing fire-arms from the English. Their- ancient bows 
and arrows were now thrown aside. Philip, was 
active in studying the condition of the settlers, and 
making himbelf acquainted with their strength, policy 
and designs. Historians have given him' credit for a 
grand scheme, conceived with deep foresight, and 
carried on with the most craAy and persevering dis- 
' simulation-'*^ scheme to lull the suspicions of the 
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- whites by a constant show of friendsnip, till a general 
combination of all the Indian tribes could be formed 
to extirpate them at a single blow. There was proba- 
bly less systematic plotting and precise calculation in 
the Indian politics, than is commonly imagined. The 
savages, irascible, vindictive, reckless and impetuous, 
could not avoid collisions with their neighbors. 
Threats of hostility were uttered from time to time, 
and the fears of the colonists magnified these explo- 
sions of an angry temper into an organized scheme 
of resistance. AH we know with certainty, is, that 
the broils with the Indians continued to multiply, till 
the English were fully persuaded that a plot was 
going on for their destruction. They felt that some- 
thing must be done to meet the coming storm, or dis- 
sipate it before it should burst on their heads. 

In April, 1671, Philip was discovered to be making 
warlike preparations. The English summoned him 
to a conference with the Plymouth government at 
Taunton, to which place he came with a band of war- 
riors, attired, painted and armed as for battle. A 
council was held in the meeting-hous*e, one side of 
which was occupied by the Indians, and the other by 
the English. Philip charged the whites with depre- 
dations upon his cornfields, and declared that he was 
arming not against the English, but against the Nar- 
ragansets. This was contradicted by such proofs 
that Philip was utterly confounded and driven to a 
Confession of the whole plot, declaring " that it was 
the naughtiness of his own heart that put him upon 
that rebellion, and nothing of any provocation from 
the English.'* He signed a submission, with four of 
M 17* 
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his councillors, agreeing to give up all the fire-arms 
among his people, to he kept hy the government of 
Plymouth as long as they should " see leason." The 
guns he had with him were accordingly given up, 
and the remainder he promised to deliver at Plymouth 
at a specified time. , 

The disarming of his men does not speak much for 
Philip's sagacity. He certainly repented df this step, 
as he failed to deliver the remaining guns at the time 
fixed. The Plymouth people sent a messenger to 
Boston, complaining of him for not keeping his word, 
as the government of Massachusetts had acted as 
umpires in this affair. Philip, however, had fore- 
seen, this, and was at Boston as early as the Plymouth 
messenger. Josselyn, the English traveller, s?iw him 
on this occasion. " The roytelet of the Pokanokets," 
be informs us, " had a coat on, and buskins set thick 
with beads in pleasant wild work, and a broad belt 
of the same. His accoutrements were- valued at 
. twenty pounds." "Their beads are their money; 
of these there are two sorts, blue beads and white 
^ beads; the fiirst is their gold, the last their silver. 
These they work out of certain shells, so cunningly 
that neither Jew** nor devil can counterfeit." Philip 
had the address to satisfy the government at Boston, 
and a favorable report was carried back to Plymouth. 
A general congress of commissioners from all the 
colonies was projected to meet at Plymouth for the 
final settlement of afiairs with Philip. This congress 
was heW in September, 1671. Philip confessed him- 
self the author of the troubles, and stipulated to pay 
a hundred pounds " in such things as he had," as an 
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indemnity for the expense to which he had dubjected 
the colony. Furthermore, he covenanted to deling 
five wolves' heads, iflA could get them, or as many as 
he could procure until they came to five wolves' heads, 
yearly. 

The treaty of Plymouth restored tranquillity to the 
colonies for two or three years^ But^ in 1674, the 
tempest of hostilities, which had been repeatedly lulled 
by negotiations, burst suddenly out in all its fury; 
The warj commonly known as I^ilip's war^ lasted for 
neatly three years, and threatened the total destruc^ 
tion of all the New England colonies. The first act 
in this* war was the murder of John Sassamon by the 
Indians. This man was a subject of Philip> and a 
roving, adventurous character. While he lived in 
the neighborhood of the English, he mastered their 
language and became a convert to Christianity. He 
showed a great aptitude for learning, acquired the art 
of reading and writing, and translated a portion of the 
Bible into Indian. He was for a time employed as a 
schoolmaster at Natick ; then he returned to his peo- 
pie, and was engaged by Philip as his sedretary. But, 
ever unquiet, he again went among the English, who 
received him in a friendly manner, in consequence of 
his professions of sincere repentance, for it appears 
that he had gone back to paganism when he rejoined 
his own people. Sassamon was re-baptized, received 
into the church, and officiated .as a Sunday teacher. 
In 1672 he was sent as a missionary to the Namas-* 
kets and other Indians, in Middleborough. While 
living heroi he obtained intelligence of Philip's pk>f 
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against the English; he immediately went to Fly- 
mouth, and gave information of it to the governor. 

Sassamon was perfectly aware of the risk he ran 
in making this disclosure. He enjoined strict secrecy 
upon the English, assuring them that if the Indians, 
suspected him of giving information of their designs, 
his life would be forfeited. Yet, by some means, it 
became known to Philip, and, early in the spring of 
1675, Sassamon was missing. Suspicion imme- 
diately arose that he had been murdered, and, after a 
search, his body was found in Assawomset pond,' in 
Middleborough. The murderers, hoping to escape 
suspicion, left his hat and gun upon the ice, that it 
might be supposed he had drowned himself, or fallen 
in by accident ; but, upon an examination of the body, 
it appeared that his neck had been broken. No doubt 
now existed that this murder had been committed by 
order of Philip. Three Indians were arrested, and 
put upon trial at Plymouth, in June, before a jury 
composed of eight English and four Indians ; they 
were all found guilty of the murder, and executed. 
One of them, before the execution, confessed his guilt. 
The dead corpse, it was said, bled at the approach of 
one of the murderers ! 

Philip was highly exasperated, when he heard that 
the murderers of Sassamon had been executed. He 
did not deny their agency in the affair, but contended 
that " the English had nothing to do with one In- 
dian's killing another." At this time, he was train- 
ing his forces, but had not fully matured his plans. 
The murder of Sassamon precipitated the conflict. 
Philip CO Ud no longer restrain his vindictive spirit 
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and rushed at once into hostilities. The Narragan« 
sets, who had entered into the plot, and vrere to fur* 
nish four dM)usand warriors, were not yet ready., /ind 
the war commenced without that combination of the 
•savages, which might haye given th«ni victory at 
}ast. The first attack was made upon Swansey , a 
frontier town, on the 24th of June, ld76. The In- 
dians waylaid the inhabitants as they were returning 
from iaeeting, it being a fast day, and killed seveial 
of tnem. Consternation immediately spread through- ^ 
out the country* The minds of the people had for 
some time been brooding over the idea of an impend*< 
ing calamity, and their superstitious feard were 
aroused by portentous omens. Cotton Mather re- 
lates, with all the gravity of a historian^ that, ** in a 
clear, still, sunshiny mormng, there were divers per- 
sons in Maiden, who heard, in the air, on the south- 
east of them, a great gun go ofif, and presently there«^ 
upon, the report of small guns, like musket-shot, very 
thick, discharging as if there had been a battle. This 
was at a time when there was nothing visible done 
in any part of the colony to occasion such noises. 
But that which most of all astonished them was the 
flying of bullets, which came singing over their heads, 
and seemed very near to them ; after which, the sound 
of drums passing along westward was very audible ; 
and, on the same day, in Plymouth colony, in several 
places, invisible troops of horse were heard riding to 
and fro." Other writers speak of an eclipse of the 
moon, in which, the figure of an Indian scalp was 
seep imprinted on the disk of that orb. The perfect 
form of an Indian bow appeared in the sky ; strange 
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Kowlings of wolves were heard at night. Such were 
the wild and superstitious fancies, which, at that sea- 
son of alarm and apprehension, filled the minds of the 
colonists with terror. 

Swansey was immediately abandoned by the in- 
habitants, and, a few dtys after, burnt by the Indians.. 
Taunton, Middleborough and Dartmouth, quickly 
after, shared the same fate. The colonists flew to 
arms. Mas^chu setts sent companies of voluftteers 
to Plymouth colony, but the Indians dared not face 
the English in the open field. They practised a sys- 
tem of ambushes and surprises. When the troops 
came upon them, they fled into the swamps and for- 
ests, where they could not be pursued, and, while the 
English were marching in one direction, the savages 
were burning, ravaging, plundering and laying waste 
in another. On the 18th of June, Philip, with a very 
strong force, was discovered in a swamp at Pocasset^ 
near Taunton river. By the edge of the swamp 
were a hundred wigwams, newly constructed of green 
bark. A few Indians showed themselves, and were 
immediately attacked by the English, who, by this 
means, 'were drawn into an ambush, and lost fifteen 
of their number. They then surrounded the swamp, 
although it was nearly seven miles in circuit, m hopes 
of starving out the Indians, but, after a blockade of thir- 
teen days, the latter escaped across the river in birch 
canoes, which they had constructed during this inter- 
val. Philip fled to the country on Connecticut river, 
from which quarter he made incursions upon the set- 
tlements. His finances being low at this time, he cut 
his coat, whi:h was made entirely of wampumpeag, 
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to pieces, and distributed them throughout the coun- 
try among the Nipmuck sachems and other Indians. 
Philip's coat appears to have been a kind of portable 
treasury! 

In September, a company of between eighty and 
ninety English, under Captain Lathrop, of Beverly, 
niarched from Hadley to Greenfield, to bring away 
the corn and other valuables from that town. Hav- 
ing loaded their teams, and commenced their march 
homeward, they stopped on the road to gather grapes, 
and were ambushed and attacked by the Indians at 
Sugar-loaf Hill. The attack was so sudden, and the 
English were so unprepared for defence, that, before 
they could take any measures for their safety, almost 
every man was killed. The Indians were neariy a 
thousand in number. A company of seventy Eng- 
lish, under Captain Moseley, being on a reconnoitring 
excursion in the vicinity, were drawn to the scene of 
action by the report of the musketry. They imme- 
diately attacked the Indians, with great resolution, 
and continued the fight from eleven in the forenoon 
till nearly night, when they were obliged to desist. 
On their retreat, they were, joined by another body 
of a hundred English, with sixty Mohegans. The 
attack was then renewed, and the Indians were com- 
pelled to retreat in. their turn. The disaster of La- 
throp's company was a severe blow to the colony of 
Massachusetts, and filled the land with mourning. 
The persons who fell were all "choice young men, 
the flower of Essex county." 

Terror and excitement prevailed throughout the 
country for a whole year. The Indians, skulking 
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from corert co covert, waylaid the inhabitants apoa 
their jdumeyS) in their resort to public worship, an4 
at their labor in the fields. The tomahawk and 
scalping-knife were constantly busy. The mangled 
carcasses and disjointed limha of their rlctims were 
suspended upon the trees, to texfify those who escaped. 
Troops of savages hung upon the skirts of the towns 
and villages, "like the lightning on the edge of the 
clouds.'' Brookfield and Deerfield were set on fire. 
Hadley was suddenly attacked, while the people were 
at meeting. In the midst of the consternation and 
tumult, an unknown individual suddenly made his 
appearance in the town, rallied the disheartened peo- 
ple, cheered them on to battle, and the Indians* were 
defeated. The mysterious unknown then disappeared. 
He is supposed to have been Oofie, the regicide, who 
had been long concealed in that part of the country. 

The attack o^ Lancaster is vividly described by 
Mary Rowlandson, who was carried into captivity 
by die Indians. Forty-two persons sought shelter 
under her roof, and, after a fiirious assault, the house 
viras set on fire by the Indians. " Quickly/' says she, 
" it was the dolefulest day that ever mine eyes saw* 
Now the dreadful hour is come. Some in our house 
were fighting for their lives; others wallowing in 
blood ; the house on fire over our heads, and the bloody 
heathen ready to knock us on the head if we stirred ouU 
I took my children to go forth, but the Indians shot so 
thidc, that the bullets rattled agi^nst the house, as if 
one had thrown a handful of stones; We had si^ 
stout dogs, but n(me of them would stir. The bullets 
flying thick, one went through my side, and through 

Digitized by Google 



PHILIP. 201 

my poor child in my arms." The house was taken, 
and a horrible massacre followed. " There remained 
nothing to me but one poor wounded babe. Down I 
must sit in the snow, with my sick child, the picture 
of death, in my lap. Not the least crumb of refresh- 
ing came within either of our mouths from Wednes- 
day night to Saturday night, except only a little cold 
water. One Indian, and then a second, would come 
and tell me, * Your master will quickly knock your 
child on the head.' This was the comfort I had from 
them. Miserable comforters were they all." 

Philip was not present at the attack on Lancaster. 
The party that captured Mrs. Rowlandson joined him 
on the west bank of the Connecticut. Her narrative, 
at this point, contains some particulars, which showed 
that Philip could treat his prisoners with humanity. 
" We must go over the river to Philip's crew. When 
I was in the canoe, I could not but be amazed at the 
numerous crew of pagans that were on the bank on 
the other side. There came one of them, and gave 
me- two' spoonfuls of meal to comfort me, and another 
gave me half a pint of peas, which was worth more 
than many bushels at another time. Then I went to 
see king Philip. He bade me come in and sit down, 
and asked me whether I would smoke, a usual com- 
pliment, now-a-days, among the saints and sinners ; 
but this noways suited me. During my abode in 
this place, Philip spoke to me to make a shirt for his 
boy, for which he gave me a shilling. Afterwards he 
asked me to make a cap for his boy, for which he 
invited me to dinner. I went, and he gave me a pan- 
cake, about as big as two fingers ; it was made of 
iv.^18 
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parched wheat, beaten, and fried in bear's grease, but 
I thought I never ta^ed pleasanter meat in my life.'' 
Philip, having ravaged the western frontier of Mas- 
sachusetts, next proceeded to the country of the Nar* 
ragansets, who had not yet heartily engaged In the war, 
although it appears their cooperation had been expected 
by him. The alliance of the Narr^gans^^ widi Philip 
was regarded by the colonists as a measure that called 
for their most powerful efforts. An army of fifteen 
hundred men was raised by the three colonies of 
Massachusetts, Plymouth and Connecticut, cmd placed 
under the command of Josiah Winslow. They took 
the field in NovemW, 1675, 8tnd directed their march 
toward the Narraganset country, in the south-westerly > 
part of the present state of Rhode Island. Philip had 
prepared for their approach, and fortified his army in 
the strongest. manner. He made choice of an island 
in the centre of an immense swamp in South Kings- 
ton, where he erected the largest and strongest fortifi* 
cation ever constructed by the savages of New Eng- 
land. Five hundred wigwams, of superior' structure, 
were surrounded by a high and thick palisade. A 
hedge of fallen trees, a rod in thickness, encircled the 
palisading. The wigwams were fortified with bas- 
kets and tubs of corn, piled round them on the inside, 
so as to render them bullet-proof. The whole fort 
comprised an area of five acres, and was skirted by a 
body of water, over which the trunk of a tree had 
been laid for a bridge. The only assailable point 
was defended by works which would have done no 
discredit to a modem engineer; a block-house and 
bastions flanked it on either side, and exposed the 
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- assailants to a heayy cross-fire, hi this strong-hold 
three th<msand Indians had taken up their residence 
with nranitions of war and provisions for the whole 
winter. 

The season was very severe, and tl^ie march of the 
Engli^ wias so much retarded, that Philip had full 
information of the expedition on foot against him. 
Nearly a month elapsed hefore the different hodies of 
troops, marching irom separate points, formed a junc- 
tion, ahout eighteen miles from Philip's head quarters. 
The army was obliged to enqamp in the open field, 
under a December sky, without tents to cover them. 
An intense cold prevailed; the air was filled with 
snow; the provisions of the army were nearly ex- 
hausted, and it was necessary to make the attack with- 
out delay. No Englishman in the army was acquainted 
with that part of the country, and, from the abundance 
of snow on the ground, there seemed hardly a possi- 
bility of discovering the strong-hold of the Indians. 
By a fortunate accident, an Indian, named Peter, had 
just been takenf prisoner. This nrnn, who had proba- 
bly lived among the English some time previous, was 
• prevailed upon to guide the army to Hiilip, Follow- 
ing his directions, they pushed forward, and, about 
mid-day on the 19th of December, reached the swamp 
t where the fort stood. The attack was instantly made. 
The advanced body attempted to pass the narrow 
bridge, but could only march two abreast, and were 
swept oflT by the fire from the ifon ; others supplied 
their places and were shot dbwn. Six captains and 
a large number of men were killed, knd the Eng^ 
1^ ^ lish were on the point of being repulsed in l)iis 
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qaarter, wlien unother small party, tinder Captaiu 
Mosely, bad, by some means or otber, passed all the 
impediments, scaled tbe palisades, and got witbin the 
fort, wbere tbey were contending hand to hand with 
the Indians. A cry arose of " They run ! they run /" 
The Indians were struck with panic; the English 
gathered fresh courage, poured in greater numbers 
upon tbe bridge, effected a passage, and assaulted the 
main breastwork. Tbe battle now raged with the ut- 
most fury for three hours. The English forced their 
way into the intrenchments, and drove the Indians 
from wigwam to wrgwam, with terrible slaughter; 
men, women and children were shot and hewn down 
indiscriminately, and lay in heaps upon the show. 
Such of them as escaped tbe swords and bullets of the 
English, dispersed an^d hid themselves in the woods. 
A third part of the whole Narraganset tribe are sup- 
posed to have perished in this battle. The English 
had eighty killed and a hundred and fifty wounded. 
They set fire to the wigwams and abandoned the 
place, B- Ing obliged to march eighteen miles through 
a snow-storm before their wounds could be dressed. 

Nothing is said of the personal exploits of Philip* 
in this battle, and some have doubted whether he was 
present on the occasion. It is certain that, immedi- 
ately after, he fled towards Albany, and attempted to 
raise the Mohawks against tbe English. These sav- 
ages, however, could not be seduced by his intrigues, 
but turned out against him, killed many of his fol- 
lowers, and drove him out of their country. His 
affairs were now at a very low ebb. His allies, dis- 
couraged by their repeated losses and defeats, fell ofl^ 
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one after another. He was hunted from place to 
place, and, in the summer of 1676, we ^nd him, with 
a stnall hand of followers, again revisiting his old res- 
idence at Pokanpket. In July he made an attack 
upon Taunton, hut was repulsed hy Captain Church, 
who took many prisoners. Philip fled to the woods 
of Focas^et. He practised the most wily stratagems 
A cut off his pursuers, hut without success. On 
Taunton river he was attacked hy a party from 
Bridgewater, and ten of his men were killed. He 
narrowly escaped heing made prisoner, hut, hy shav- 
ing his hair and otherwise -disguising himself, he 
eluded the search of his pursuers. 

The situation of Philip had now hecome desperate. 
The mdefiEitigahle Captain Church followed hard 
after him, and tracked him through every covert and 
hiding-place. On the 1st of August, he came up with 
him, and killed and to^k one hundred and thirty of his 
men. Philip again had a narrow escape, and fled so' 
precipitately that he left all his wampum hehind. 
His wife and son were captured. His cup of mis- 
fortune now seemed to he full. "My heart hreaks," 
said he, in the agony of his grief; " now I am ready to 
die." Tet he still maintained a desperate resistance, 
and uttered no word of submission to his enemies. A 
few days after, he again faced his pursuers.. Both par- 
ties laid ambushes, hut neither succeeded in ensnaring 
the other, and they came to an open fight, Philip was 
defeated, and once more betook himself to the woods, 
having lost nearly two hundred of his followers within 
three days. One of those who remiained, advised him 
to make peace with the English ; for which advice, 
18* 
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Philip immediately put him to death. Sach Was the 
item and inflexible resolution of the savage chieftain. 
This act of severity accomplished his ruin. The 
brother of the 4nan thus slain* fearing the same finte, 
deserted, and gave Captdn Church information of 
Philip's hiding-place, offering to lead him to the spot. 

On a little- eminence, skirted by a miry swamp, at 
the foot of Mount Hope, his old capital, Philip had 
made his last stand, with a few faithful adherents. 
They lay down to sleep, on the night of the 11th of 
August, whhout any suspicions that their enemy was 
nk hand. Early the next morning they were aroused 
by the discharge of the English musketry. Philip 
was the first to fly. At the report of the fim gun, he 
started from his sleep, threw bis gun and. powder-horn 
over his shoulder, and ran at full speed, being but 
half dressed. Btit the English had surrounded the 
swampv and Philip was met 1^ two of his enemies, 
the one an Englishman, and the odier an Indian, 
named Alderman. They knew not who he was, but 
allowed him to come within point-bliink shot, and 
then took aim at himi The morning being rainy, 
the Englishman's gun missed fire, but Alderman^s 
went off. Philip was shot through the heart, and 
fell upon his face in the mud and water, M^ith his gun 
beneath him. 

Philip had a mutilated hand, occasioned by the 
iNirsting of a pistol. Bein^ identified by this mark, 
the whole company gave three loud huzzas. Captain 
Church, in hid exultation bter the body of his fkllen 
«nemy, exclaimed, *^ Forasmuch as he has caused 
aiany an Englishman's body to lie unburied and rdt 
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.^ above* ground, not one of his bones shall be buried." 
Then, calling his old Indian^ executioner, he ordered 
him to behead and quarter the body. TThis was done, 
with a most scurrilous speech from the savage, which 
the readers of the old histories will excuse us from 
copying. Philip's head was sent to Plymouth, where 
it was ejqposed upon a gibbet for twenty years. If 
we condemn the barbarity of this act, we must also 
bear in mind that t|;Le heads of the Scotch rebels were 
exhibited upon Temple Bar, in London, nearly a cen- 
tury later. , 

With Philip, perished five of his most trusty fol- 
io wers» and among .them the very Indian who fired the 
first gun at the commencement of the contest. Phil- 
ip's war was not only the most serious conflict which 
New England ever sustained against the savages, 
but the most fatal to the aborigines themselves. The 
great tribe of the Nanragansets, of old the leading 
tribe of New England, was tilmost entirely extirpated ; 
hardly a hundred men remained. The last chief 
capable of leading the Indians to battle had fallen. 
Philip's son was transported to Bermuda and sold as 
a slave. The war cost the colonies half a million of 
dollars, and the lives of above six hundred men, the 
flower of the population. Thirteen towns and six 

, hundred houses were burnt, and there was hardly a 
family in the country that had not occasion to mourn 
the death of a relative. 

The character of the last sachem of the Pokano* 
kets may be gathered from the preceding narrative. 
He was a true Indian, and the deadly foe of the 
whites ; ever resol ute, persevering and implacable in 
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his enmity. Courage and cunning hie possessed 
in common with all his race ; but perhaps his talents 
for intrigue and the depth of his political schemes 
have been exaggerated. The heroism which be* 
longs to constant intrepidity and reckless darings 
he certainly possessed ; and We cannot withhold a 
certain degree of admiration from the man who fights 
to the last in defence of his home, his race and his 
independence, whatever barbarian vices may stain his 
character. Whoever has visited Mount Hope, and 
seen the lovely bay that spreads at its foot, may sym- 
pathize with the savage patriot in his desperate .efforts 
to transmit it to his posterity. 

It does not appear that Philip was personally vin- 
dictive. His enmity was national, not individual. 
Considered as a savage, we have no right to call him 
blood-thirsty or cruel. He had staked everything upon 
the struggle, and that war was conducted on his part 
according to the established system of Indian warfare. 
In his general policy and his negotiations, he was in- 
sincere and vacillating. He always opposed, in prac- 
tice, the introduction of Christianity among his people, . 
though he amused the missionaries sometimes with 
favorable words. Gookin says of him,' " He is a per- 
son of good understanding and knowledge in the best 
things. I have heard him speak very good words, 
arguing that his conscience is convinced." But when 
Mr. Elliot urged the importance of Christianity, he told 
him he " cared no more for the Gospel, than he did for 
a button upon his coat." Such was Philip of Poka- 
noket, to the fast, consistent only in the virtues of a sav- 
age, and his implacable animosity to the white men. 
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Was ihe chief of the Ottawas, a tribe which, during 
.the lifetime tf this reaQwned leader, inhabited the 
couatry in the neighborhood of Detioit. The Ot- 
Lawas were the oldest and most powerful tribe ia 
that region, and Pontiac ejcercised a sort of imperial 
sway over his neighboring sovereigns, A travel- 
ler! who visited that country about the year 1760, 
mentions him in the following terms ; " Pontiac is 
their present king or emperori who has certainly the 
largest empire and greatest authority of any Indian, 
chif^f that has appeared on the continent since our 
acquaintance with it. He "puts on an air of majesty 
and princely grandeur, and is greatly honored and 
revered by his subjects." During the wars between 
the French and English, in North America, Pontiac 
adhered constantly to the French interest, and ihe 
histories of the time represent his enmity to the 
former as so deep-seated and inveterate, that the con- 
clusion of peace between the two nations could not 
for some time mitigate his hostile temper. Cour- 
ageous, enterprising, subtle and ambitious, he was 
reluctant to abandon the depredations which he had 
systematically carried on against his old enemies, 
and his thoughts were devoted to a scheme for com- 
bining all the tribes which were under his influence 
into a grand league for the extirpation of the English. 
After Quebec had been captured from the trench, 

N 
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an expedition was despatched by the British generaK 
undec Major Rogers, against the French posts in tho 
Indian country. On reaching Pontiac's doininions, 
Rogers was met by that chieftain, who, in an authori- 
tative manner, demanded his business, and asked 
how he dared to enterrhis territory without permiss\on . 
from himself, the " king and lord of the country.*' 
Rogers informed him that he had no hostile design 
against the Indians, but only wished to expel the 
French, who were their common enemies, and the 
cause of all their troubles. Pontiac replied with a 
peremptory prohibition against his further advance, 
couched in the following laconic style : " I stand in 
the path you travel in, till to-morrow morning." How- 
ever, he condescended to interchange presents with 
the British commander, and very civilly inquired 
whether he was in want of supplies for his men. 
The next day, a quantity of parched corn and othei 
provisions were fumished for their use, and paid for 
by the British. Pontiac now assumed a more friend- 
ly air, smoked the pipe of peace with his guest, and 
assured him that he might pass through his country 
unmolested, and displace the French garrisons. 
Rogers had much conversation with him, and was 
struck with the evidence of his sagacity, and his 
desire for knowledge. He wished to be made ac- 
quamted with the English mode of war, to know hovr 
their arms and accoutrements were provided, and 
how their clothing was manufactured. Rogers at- 
tempted to persuade him to submit to the authority 
of the king of England. Pontiac replied, that he 
would not acknowledge him as his superior, though 
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• he was willing to call bim unde^ and make him a 
present of furs. He expressed a willingness to grant 
favors tQ thie English^ and allow them'jto settle in his 
country, but upon the express condition that they 
should consider themselves under his authority ; and 
he assured theiPt in plain terms, that, ixx case' they 
acted in oppositipn to his will, he would *' shut up the 
\vny, and keep them out." J)uring the stay of Sog- 
ers and his detachment in that quarter, they were 
treated as friends by Pontiac and all the tribes undei 
his command. He even made a proposal to visii 
England, which country he had a strong desire to, 
see ; he offered Rogers a part of his territory, if he 
would take him across the Atlantic. 

There seems no. reasonable doubt of the sincerity 
of Pontiac *s friendship toward the English at this 
period. He accompanied the troops during a consid- 
erable part of their route homeward, and was the 
means of preserving them from the fury of a body of 
Indians, who bad collected near Detroit for the pur^ 
pose of cutting th^m off. What aroused his subse- 
quent enmity against that nation^ we have no positive 
means of knowing; but, within twp or three years we 
find him inspired ^ith the most hostile temper toward 
the English, and projecting a deep-laid and extensive 
scheine for their destruction. Like Philip of Poka- 
noket, he determined to try the effect of a combina- 
tion among the various tribes within his reach. In' 
tbis enterprise, he displayed much sagacity, deep cal- 
culation and foresight, and his attempts were for a 
time crowned with such remarkable success, that he 
became the terror of the frontier, and the name of 
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Pontiac attained a high degree of celebrity, not only 
throughout North America, but even in Europe. 

By his efforts, a band of confederate nations, 
consisting of the Hurons, Miamis, Chippeways, Otta- 
was, Potowatamies, Missisauges and others, was 
organized for united action against the enemy, in 
1763. Instead of openly attacking the English settle- 
ments, Pontiac formed a plan for capturing, by strata- 
gem, such of their forts and outposts as they had 
lately acquired by the treaty with France. One of 
the most important of these was Michilimackinac, a 
fortress situated upon an island in the strait between 
lakes Michigan and Huron, and which, down to the 
present day, has always been considered a military 
station of the highest consequence. At this period 
of our history the fortress was surrounded by a 
strong stockade, and defended by a garrison of about 
a hundred men. It contained also about three hun- 
dred French inhabitants. Pontiac aimed his first 
blow at this place ; and the artifice and cunning which 
were exhibited -on the occasion, were such as to enti- 
tle the capture of Michilimackinac to a conspicuous 
rank in the history of military stratagems. There 
was a game played by the Indians, called baggatiway, 
which is practised with a bat and ball. Two po^ts 
are set in the ground, a mile or farther apart. Two 
parties take possession of the posts, and each endea- 
vors to throw the ball- up to the post of the adversary. 
In this endeavor, the ball is tossed in all directions, 
and the game is attended by all the shouting and tur- 
bulence natural to rude athletic sport. The whole 
itratagem beinf well matured, a large body, of Indians 
iv.~19 
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resorted to ^Michilimackinac, under the pretence of 
trade or curiosity. No indipations had yet appeared 
of a hostile disposition on their part, and the garrison 
were entirely unsuspicious of a plot, although Major 
Etherington, the commanderi was advised ;to be upon 
his guard, by a person who had heard a rumor of 
some treacherous design then in n^editation against 
the English. 

On the 4th of June, 1763, the birth-cby of the king 
of England, above four hundred Indians had collected 
round the fort, and began the game of haggatiway. 
The English officers went to look on,, for their amuse- 
ment. In the height of the game, as hiid been pre- 
viously agreed, the Indians struck the bail over 
the stockade, as if by accidents, A few of them 
rushed in to recover it. This was repeated a second 
and a third time, to lull suspicion, the Indians run- 
ning in and out in tumultuous laughter, and, to ap- 
pearance, entirely absorbed in their sport Having, 
in this manner, put the sentry at the south gate com- 
pletely off his guard, and collected a large crowd at 
that spot, they made a sudden rush, poured in at the 
gate, and took possession of the fort before, the garri- 
son could make a movement for its defence. Seventy 
of the soldiers were put to death ; and the Indians, 
apprehending no danger from the resistance of the 
remainder, spared their lives* Many of them were 
afterwards ransomed at Montreal, at high prices. 
The Indians also mpule prisoners of aiv>ther party of 
English, who arrived in a boat a few days aAerward. 
and ignorant of the capture of the place. 

Pontiac was not present at the taking of Michili- 
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, mackinac, 1)ut the scheme was of his plannittg. The 
leader rf th« bandHvas a chiefi named Menehwehna. 
Pontiac, seeing his first blow at MichiKmackinac 
crowned ^th sticcesi;, in:imedi^tely took the field, 
and opened the campaign on a large scale. In about 

\' a fortnight, he had taken possession of every" fort in 
the west, Except three. Thus, eleven of the English 
strong posts, extending ftojui Presque Isle, oh Lal:e 
Erie, to Michilimackinac, tefnained in his hands. 
Theise rapid successes entitled him to the name of 
the Napoleon of the Indians. The financial policy 
of this sagacious leader 'appears evidently to have 
been borrowed from the Europeans, and we may 
admire the ingenuity 6f the unlettered savage, who 
issued bills of credit with all the regularity and sys- 
tem of a British exchequer* Pontiac appointed a 
comtnissary, and raised funds to carry ori the war, by 
pledging his royal credit. His bills were drawn on 
birch bark, and bore the figure of an otter, which 
was his coat of Wms ; under this was dtawii the 
regresehtation of the particular article for wTiich the 
bill was valid,— as a gun, a bag of corn, a deer, &c. 
These bills passed current among the Indians, and 
were faithfully redeemed after the war. The " Pon- 
tiac treasury nbte^,** we • belieVe^ were never below 
|)ar. Repudiation was unknown under savage rule 
in Michigan. Let the barbarian chief enjoy the full 
applause due to his financiafl honor. His modern 
Successors might find something in his example wor- 
tiiy of imitation. ■ ' 

The only strong J)lace in the west, remaining in the 
^ands of the Enjglish, was Detiroit, then defended by 
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about three hundred men, under Major 61ad«7yQ. • 
Pontiac, by a rapid march, appeared before the place, * 
while the garrison were yet ignorant of the fall of 
Michilimackinac and the subsequent hostilities. The 
warriors of Pontiac's party were very numerous, but 
they were so intermixed with their women and chil- 
dren, and carried so many commodities for trade, 
that no suspicion was excited. Pontiac encamped 
his multitude at a short distance from the fort, and 
sent a message to the commander, informing him 
that he had come to traffic, and, as a preliminary, he 
wished to hold a parley with him, to " brighten the 
chain of peace " between the English and his people. 
Major Gladwyn consented, and the following day was 
appointed for the conference. Detroit was now on the 
point of falling a prey to the same treachery which 
had surprised Michilimackinac, and a more bloody and 
horrible massacre would hare ensued ; but while the 
crafty and dissembling savage deemed his foe already 
m his power, an unforeseen and trivial incident for- 
tunately caused the miscarriage of his plot, and De- 
troit was saved. * 

On the evening of that day, an Indian squaw, who 
had been employed by the major to make him a pair 
of Indian moccasins out of a curious piece of elk-skin, 
brought them to his quarters. The commander was 
so highly pleased with the workmanship, that he 
resolved on making a present of the moccasins to a 
friend, and directed her to take the remainder of the 
hide back, and execute another pair for himself. Or- 
dering his servant to pay her for her work, he then 
dismissed her. The woman went to the door» but 
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. did not depart; and when the patrol guard took 
their rounds to see that the fort was clear of stran- 
gers, she was found loitering in the area, ukl could 
giro no satisfactory account of her husiness there. 
On being carried into the presence of the commander, 
he demanded why she did not depart before the gates 
were shut She told him, after much hesitation, that, 
as^e had always behaved with great goodness toward 
her, she was unwilling to take away the Remainder 
of the skin, upon which he set so high a value. 
Being unable to comprehend this explanation, the 
major pressed hei further, and^ with atill more reluc- 
tance, she replied, that if she took the skin away 
again, she should never be able to return it. 

The commander now suspected that she was in the 
possession of some secret which she feared to divulge, 
and insisted on knowing the whole matter, promising 
her that the disclosure should not cause her any 
harm, but that, if it appeared important to the Eng- 
lish, she should be rewarded for her service. Under 

, this encouragement, she informed him that the* In- 
dians were engaged in a plot to surprise the place, 
massacre the garrison and inhabitants, and plun- 
der the town. This was to be done in the following 
manner. All the Indians, who were to attend the 
council in the fort the following day, had cut their 
guns short, so tliat they could be concealed under 
iheir blankets. Fontiac, while delivering his speech 

. to the commander, was to give a signal, by extending 
his belt of wampum in a particular manner, on which 
the Indians were to spring up, draw their guns, 
«id fire on the major and his attendants. Havimr 
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d€spatched them, they were immediate y to ru^ iinto 
the town, where they would find themselres support* 
ed by a great number of their warriors, who were to 
pass in, during the sitting of the eouneil, under pre- 
tence of trading, but privately imoied in the akanet 
described. 

Having gathered these and further particulars of 
die stratagem from the woman, the commander sent 
her off, and took immediate measures for defence* 
He walked round the fort the whole night, to see that 
eyery sentinel was on duty,, and the utmost Tigilance 
observed. As he traversed the ramparts on the side 
of the Indian camp, he heard them. in boisterous mer* 
riment, iall unconsciotis of the discovery of Aeir plot 
and indulging in festive anticipation of their bloody 
triumph on the morrow. With the dawn of day the 
troops were mustered, and every man received hia 
instructions. Word was sent 'to all the traders in the 
town that it was expected a great number of Indians 
would enter the pkce that day, who might be inclined 
to plunder, and the commander advised them to have 
their arms ready to rep^l any such attempts. About 
die middle of the forenoon, Pontiac and his chiefs 
arrived, and were conducted to the council«roomv 
where the major and his principal officers, with pis* 
tols in their belts, awaited their arrival. When the 
number of Indians agreed upon had entered, the gates 
Were closed. As the Indians passed along, they did 
not fail to observe that a greater number of troopt 
than usual were drawn up on the parade, and march- 
ing about in different quarters. After taking their 
teats on the skins prepared for them, Pontiac aske^ 
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die veasen df all tkb eztraoidiiuary display, and ie« 
marked thiU it was an odd way of holding a council 
He was told the men were only exercising. 

Pontiac, now having his raspicions hilled, began 
his speech, which abounded in the strongest expres- 
sions of good will toward the EngU^. The moment 
for giving the signal approached. Pontiac drew his 
wampom belt, but, on the instant when his attendants 
made the first morements to grasp their muskets, all 
the English officers drew their swords half out of 
the scabbards, and the men made a loud clashing 
with their guns. Pontiac, tlu^ugh one of die boldest 
of men, imm^iately turned pale and trembled, and, 
instead of making the concerted signal with the belt, 
delivered it in the usual way. His chiefs, who had 
impatiently expected the command to fall upon their 
enemies, looked at each other with astonishment, but 
continued quiet, waiting the result of this unexpected 
turn of affiiirs. 

The Bridsh commander, having heard him to the 
conclusion, addressed Pondac in reply. Instead of 
thanking the great warrior for his protestadons of 
friendship, he put on a frowning look, and boldly 
pronounced him a traitor. He assured him that the 
English knew everything, and were folly acquainted 
wiA hie villanous designs. In proof that tney were 
acquainted with his most secret thoughts, he stej^ped 
toward the nearest Indian, and, drawing aside his 
blanket, exposed his shortened firelock. The sav- 
ages, seeing their perfidy exposed, were stmdt dunib 
with confusion. The commander then proceeded to 
tell them that, as he had given his word, when they 
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he should hold his pr(HniBe invii^able, thou^ they 
had no right, in consequence of theii treachery, to 
claim such an indulgence. He advised them^ however, 
to make the best of their way out (tf tke fort, lest his 
young men, in indignation at their perfidious design, 
should cut them all in pieces. Pontiac had the hardi- 
hood to deny the charge of treachery, but the major 
would not listen to him, and immediately turned him 
and his men out of the fort 

-Being foiled in his stratagem, the viikLictive chief- 
tain threw off the made, and attacked the fort openly 
the next day. The Indians pressed the assault with 
great fiiry, and practised a variety of expedients to 
capture or destroy it. At one time they filled a cart 
with combustibles and forced it again$t the pickets to 
set them on fire« , At another time they attempted to 
set fire to the church by shooting fiery arrows against 
it, but were dissuaded by a French priest, who told 
Pontiac that it would call down the anger of God 
upon him. On several occasions, they succeeded in 
making a breach in the defences by cutting through 
the stockade, but these attempts were at last counter- 
acted by ^e garrison, who hewed away the timbers 
on the inside, and when the Indians rushed into the 
breach, discharged a cannon planted for the purpose, 
which made so terrible a slaughter that the enemy 
were e&ctually repulsed. The Indians, at length, 
despaired of mastering the fort by assault, and turned 
the siege into a blockade. . 

There was no other British post in the neighbor- 
hood to afibrd relief to Detroit, and the garrison wei?e 
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redueedte gseat distreasibr want of !provifiidns. FioftB 
Pitt and Niagara weie ako beaicgiad, and a(H eommu- 
nication betweeii tlw different Btations was ier a long 
time intenrapted. The siege of Detroit lasted for 
nearly a year. On tlie ^29th of July, a reinforcement, 
under Captain Dalyell, reached the place. A few 
days after, this ofiber, with a body of about two huh- 
dred and fifty men, made a sortie, with the design to 
surprise the camp of Pontine ; but that vigilant and 
crafty chiefti^in was apprized of his moY^onents by hils 
epies, and laid an ambush for the lEnglish, behind a 
picket fence, near a bridge. Just as the detachpoent 
had passed the bridge, die Indians discoTored them- 
sekes and poured in so prompt and destructive a fire, 
that great numbers were levelled to the earth, and 
the whole body thrown into conlusion. The Indians 
were vastly superior in numl)ers, and the English 
made a hasty reti^at. They mieceeded in making 
their way back to the fort, with the loss of their com- 
mander and about fifty men. The bridge where the 
battle was fought, retains, to this day,, the name of 
Bloody Bridge. Nearly a hundred dead bodies were 
counted on the bridge the next morning, . which 
entirely blocked up its passage. The .savage chief 
ordered Captain Dalyell's ^head to be cut off, and set 
upon a post. 

During the siege, Pontiac captured several vesods 
which attempted to relieve the garrison, and tiieated 
the crews wUh much cruel^. Que day a sdiooner 
arrived near the fqrt, loaded with provisions.: btxt 
finding the shores lined with enemies, she tacked 
about and made sail down the i^xait. The Indians 
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pursued her in their ca&oes, and kept up no heavy a 
fire that they killed almost every man of her crew. At 
length they boarded her in great numbers, and the 
master, being determined not to fall alive into the 
hands of the savages, ordered Uie gunner to set fire to 
the magazine that they might all be blown up together. 
A Huron chief of the assidliog party happened to un- 
derstand English enough to comprehend this order, 
and immediately gave the alarm to the rest, on which 
they all rushed into their canoes and paddled off vrith 
the greatest precipitation. The crew, taking advan- 
tage of a brisk flaw of wind, which fortunately sprung 
up at this m<Hnent, crowded sail and ran under the 
guns of the fort, where the cargo was landed in safety, 
and Detroit was saved from famine. * 

<rhe siege nevertheless continued, and the obstinate 
perseverance of the savage leader still cheered on his 
followers in their endeavors to reduce the place. But 
" Fontiac's war" had now fixed the serious attention 
of the British government, and preparations were 
made on a large scale for an ofiensive campaign 
against the savages. An army of* three thousand 
men, under General Bradstreet, took the field and 
marched upon Detroit. Pontiac was too well aware 
of the superiority of the English arms,* to indaige a 
hope of resisting, with success, so great a force as 
this. He immediately made overtures for an accom- 
modation, without waiting for the arrival of Brad- 
street's army. Gladwyn listened to his proposals, 
and a treaty was concluded on fiivorable terms to the 
English. The Indians abandoned Detroit and retired 
to their hunting grounds. Pontiac's war was thus 
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brought to a closet aaid the tranqoiljity of that legkOi 
remidned undisturbed by savage hostilities for a long 
time afterwards. 

From this period^ Pontiac appeared entirely to 
hare laid aside his animosity toward the English, 
and to have become their sincere and zealous friend. 
The government, to reward him for his new attach- 
ment, and insure a continuance of his fidelity, al- 
lowed him a valuable pension. Of the remainder 
of his life we find no very circumstantial relation, but 
we are told that his restless and intriguing spirit 
would not allow him to continue faithful to his new 
allies, even with the strong inducement of a yearly 
stipend, and that he fell under strong suspicions of 
treacherous dealing. In 1767, he was sent as an agent, 
by the British, to attend a council of the Illinois tribes. 
A faithful Indian accompanied him as a spy. Pontiac 
delivered a speech in the council, which discovered 
so much lurking hostility to the British, and was 
altogether of so insidious a purport, that his attendant, 
in a fit of passionate indignation, drew his knife sis 
soon as he had* done speaking, and stabbed him to the 
heart. 

Pontiac was one of the mos't remarkable of his race 
for resolute courage^ deep sagacity, fertile invention, 
and the main components of the character of a great 
savage warrior. He had compass of mind, judgment 
and forethought, equal to the conception and formation 
of mighty projects ; but his temper appears to have been 
capricious, and he was not distinguished for inflexible 
firmness of purpose. We possess the history of the 
maxi, however, in too imperfect a shape, to allow ua 
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to scratinize his policy with a v«ry satie&ctory result 
BxB military ^enie were soperitf to those of Philip. 
Like him, he prohably, at one time, Inooded orer a 
grand scheme for the total eKtirpatim of the myites ; 
bat his superior penetration, doubtless enabled him to 
perceiTe, before the close of his oareer, the hopelessness 
of mich a project. At one period, he ntged strongly 
upon his people the necessity of dispensing altogether 
with European commodities. He ad;rised them to 
have no intercourse with the whites, and to return 
altogether to their ancient modes of life. 

An anecdote, illustrating ti^ fearless confidence of 
Pontiac, reminds us of a similar one of Alexander of 
Hacedon. A messenger had been sent to him, by 
Major Sogers, who carried him a present of brandy. 
The attendants of the chief were suspicious of a 
stratagem to poison him, and entreated him not to drink 
it* Pontiac was determined that the English should 
see that he could conduct himself without timidity 
or distrust, and boldly replied : " It is not possible that 
this man, who knows my love for him, and who is 
also sensible of the great fietvors I have done him, can 
tl^nk of taking away my life ;" then, putting the cup 
to his lips, he drank a cbaught without betraying the 
slightest apprehension. Such are the contradictions 
of the Indian character. This great warrior could 
practise treachery himself, yet scorn to suspect it in 
others' 
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This unfiHrtunate chief, better known to the wiaU 
by the eloquent and pathetic speech which he has left 
as a record of his misfortanes and sorrows, than by his 
exploits in war, was of the Mingo or Cayuga tribe. 
His father, Shikellimus, was a personal friend of the 
benevolent James Liogan, the friend of William Penn, 
and the founder of the Loga&ian Library, at Phila- 
delphia. The name of the son was probably derived 
from this person. During the war with the French, 
when the Indian confederates, under the guidance of 
Pontiac, threatened the northwestern settlements with 
extermiiiation, Logan refused to take up arms against 
the whites, to whom he was attached by the most 
friendly feelings, and exerted himself as a peace^maker. 
He became known, throughout all the neighboring 
tribes, as the white man's friend, and continued on 
terms of the mpst perfect amity with all the western 
settlers till the year 1774, when his friendship wa$ 
requited with a s^ies of acts of such barbarous and 
wanton cruelty, as rendered him. at once a most vin- 
dictive and imjdacable enemy to the whole civilized 
race. Few portions of the history of the red men 
afford events more tragical and affecting than the fate 
of the unhappy Logan. 

In the month of April, 1774, while the Indian tribes 
on the northern frontier of Virginia were in a state 
of profound peace with their white neighbors, a rumor 
Q IV.— 20 
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was circulated in that quarter taat the savages had 
stolen the horses of some land-jobhers on the Ohio 
and Kenhawa. This report, although unsupported by 
any good evidence, seems to hanre created a general 
belief or suspicion that the Indians meditated hostili- 
ties against the settlements, iln lionsequence of this 
impression, the land-jobbers eoQested in a body at 
W]^eeling, ^diere, in a few ^ys, th^ r^eived intelli- 
gence that a canoe ^th a few Indians was comii^ 
down the Ohio. A man, called Captain Michael 
Cresap, who seems to have acted as con»nand«r of 
the party, propoeed to ascend the Tiver and kill the 
Indians. There were at that time .not the slightest 
indications of hostility on the part of the savages, ex- 
cept what could be gathered from ihe report above 
mentioned. Colonel Zane, one of the settlers, strongly 
objected to the proposal, representing to Cresap, very 
justly, that such an act, besides being an atrocious 
murder, which would di^prace forever all concerned 
in it, must inevitably bring on a war, in which torrents 
of innocent blood would be shed. Unfortunately, this 
reasonable and hum^e counsel did not prevail. Cre- 
sap, with a detiurhment of the party, went up the river. 
On their return they w^e asked what had become 
of the Indians. They coolly repHed ^t they had 
&llen overboard. On examining their canoe, it was 
found bloody and pierced with bullets. The fate of 
the unoffending natives was hit too evident. This 
was the first blood shed in a war which brought the 
most terrible veageanoe on the heads 4>f the aggres 
»rs. . • 

Having thus got a tiete of blood, Cresi^ indulged 
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his appetite for sl^agliter withoat scruple or restraint. 
The same erening, hearing of an encampment of 
Indians in the neighborhood below, he proceeded 
down the river, fell upon them while they were totally 
unsuspicious of any hostile design, and killed a num- 
ber of them. In neither of these cases did the whites 
pretend any proroeation for their murders. Gresap's 
atrocities were soon imitated by another blood-thirsty 
wretch named Darnel Greathouse. He collected a 
company of thirty-two men, and proceeded to the 
mouth of Yellow Creek, ppposite which a large num- 
ber of Indians had encamp^ Greathouse concealed 
his men in an ambuscade, and orossed the river ta 
learn the number of the savages. He went round 
among them, estimated their strength, and found that 
they were too numerous to be openly attacked. It hap- 
pened that the Indians had heard of the murders 
committed by Cresap, and began to tdk of revenge.- 
Greathouse knew nothing of his danger till one of the 
squaws came to him and advised him to go home, for 
the Indians were drinking, and, beii^ angry on account 
of the murder of their people down the river, they 
might do him a mischief. 

He accordingly made the best of his way back, and 
cofnsulted with his party how to ensnare the Indians 
by a stratagem, as an open assaidt was too hazardous. 
It was determined to invite a; portion of' them across 
the river, and get them intoxicaited, by which means 
their whole body m^[ht be massacred, pieeemeal. 
This was accordingly done; a number of the Indians, 
male and female, accepted the invitation of the whites 
to drink nun, crossed the river, and after being well 
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plied with liqaor, were all barbareosly murdered in 
cold blood, with the exception of one little girl. The 
Indians in the camp heard the firing, and^ as was 
expected, sent off two canoes with armed warriors. 
The whites lay in ambush on the bank of the river, 
and receired them with a deadly fire, which killed 
the greater part, and forced the surrivors to return. 
A great number of shots were exchanged across the 
stream,' but none of the whites were killed or even 
wounded. Their conduct throughout this bloody 
affair was atrocious imd bn:^. They scalped their 
Tictims, one of whom was the very female who had 
given Greathouse the friendly caution when he visited 
the camp. 

The whole of the family of Logan perished in these 
wanton massacres ; in the last, were his brother and 
sister, the latter in a delicate situation, which aggra- 
vated the enormity of the crime, and augments our 
sympathy for the fate . of the unfortunate victim. It 
will ex<^ite the wonder of no man, that Logan froin 
this moment breathed nothing but vengeance against 
the treacherous and inhuman whites. A general 
Indian war immediately followed. Logan was the. 
foremost in leading his countrymen to the slaughter 
of their perfidious enemies. On the 12th of July, 
with a party of only eight warriors, he attacked a 
settlement on the Muskingum, captured two prisoners 
and carried them o£ When they arrived at an In- 
dian town, they delivered them to the inhabitants, who 
instantly prepared to put them to death in torture. 
Logan, however, in the heat of hts vindictive feelings, 
displayed the humanity of his nature He cut the 
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cordt of one of the prisoners who was about to be 
burnt at the stake, and saved his life. This man 
was afterward adopted into an Indian family, and 
became Logan's scribe. 

A chief, named Cornstalk, was the leader of the 
Indians in this war. Large bodies of warriors were 
collected, and they abandoned the nsual mode of sav- 
age warfare, and, instead of making petty incursions 
upon the settlements, they resolved to meet the whites 
in the open field, with a strong aitny, and give them 
battle in their own way. This new scheme of mili» 
tary tactics^ however, they had not the skill to follow 
up with success, and the contest was brought to a close 
much more speedily than would have been the case, 
had the savages pursued their old method of hos- 
tilities. The whites, everywhere along the frontier, 
abandoned their settlements, and either fled from the 
scene of warfare, or took shelter in the forts. Gov- 
ernor Dunmore, of Virginia, ordered out the militia, 
and an army of three thousand men was equipped for 
the campaign. One half this force, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Lewis, marched toward the mouth 
of the Oreat Kanhawa, and the other division, under 
Dunmore, proceeded toward the Indian towns on the 
Ohio, with the design of destroying them m the 
absence of the warriors, who were drawn off by the 
approach of Lewis's army. 

At Point Pleasant, on the Great Kanhawa, a san- 
guinary battle was fought on the 10th of October, 
1774, between Lewis's army and the combined forces 
of tke Shawanese, Mingoes, and Delawares. The 
t^o amies were about e<)ual in rtmbers. The 
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action commenced a little after sttnrise, 'by a furious 
attack from the Indians, who drove in the advanced 
body of three hundred Virginians, with great slaugh* 
ter. The main })ody coming up, the fight was re- 
newed, and continued with ^e utmost obstinacy 
through the day« The Indians, with great military 
skill and calculation, had completely invited their 
q[)ponents, who were hemmed in upon a pduit of land 
at the junction of the Kanhawa and Ohio rivers, hav- 
ing the Indian line of battle in their front, and no 
possibility of a retreat in any direction. Cornstalk 
commanded 'the savage forces, and this tawny son of 
the forest distinguished himself in all his manceuvrea 
throughout the ^igagement, by the skill as well as 
the bravery of a consummate general. During the 
whole of the day, his stentorian voice was heard 
throughout the ranks of his enemies, vociferating, 
"Be strong! -be strong!^* After an incessant fire 
for twelve hours, darkness put an end to, the conflict. 
The Virginians lost one hundred and forty killed and 
wounded ; the loss of the Indians was about the same. 
The Indians retreated the next day, and shortly 
afterward nfiade proposals for peace. Logan, who had 
fought with great bravery throughout the war, refused 
to be a suppliant on the occasion. Cornstalk, with 
eight other chiefs, visited the camp of Lord Dunmore* 
to open negotiations, but Logan remained at his cabin 
in sullen seclusion, refusing to meet the whites. He 
was too distinguished a personage to be neglected in 
this important matter, and a messenger was sent to 
him to inquire whether the proposals for peace met 
his approbation.. Under these circumstances he 
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delivered the celebrated speech to which he owes his 
reputation. According to the best authenticated 
accounts, after shedding an abundance of tears for 
the loss of his friends, he addressed the messenger in 
the following language : 

" I appeal to any white mam to «ay, if ever he 
entered Logan's cabin hungry, and he gave him not 
meat ; if ever he came cold and naked, and he clothed 
him not. During the course of the last long and 
bloody war, Logan remained idle in his cabin, an 
advocate for peace. Such was my love for the whites, 
that my countrymen pointed as they passed, and said, 
•Logan is the friend of white man** I had even 
thought to have lived with you but for the injuries of 
one man. Colonel C re sap, the last spring, in cold 
blood and. unprovoked, murdered all tKe relations of 
Logan, not even sparing my women and children. 
There runs not a drop of my blood in the veins of 
any living creature. This called on me for revenge. 
I have sought it ; 1 hare Idlled many ; I have fully 
glutted my vengeance. For my country, I rejoice at 
the beams of peace. But do not harbor a thought 
that this is the joy of fear. Logan never felt fear. 
He will not turn on his heel to save his life. Who 
is there to mourn for Logan ? Not one ! " 

Every reader has been touched with the simple 
eloquence and pathos of this famous speech. Mr. 
Jefferson has indulged in no exaggeration in assert- 
ing, that neither Greek, Roman, nOr modern oratory 
has any passage that surpasses it. Logan's affecting 
appeal to the white men will be longer remembered 
than any other existing specimen of Indian rhetoric. 
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We are acquainted with few more particulars of 
the history of this unfortunate chief. It is mournful 
to state, that his great qualities became obscured, late 
in life, by indulgence in that vice which has been the 
most fatal scourge of his race— intemperance. He 
fell by assassination on a journey homeward from 
Detroit. 
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This famoae wmrrior bora the name of Thayan- 
daneca amoog: hb countrymen. The word signifies 
a hrafit^ and it ia by this name only that he was 
knawn to the whites during hh life-time. He was an 
Onondaga, of the Mohawk tribe, and, at a very early 
age, left the s^avages for the society of the English. 
' Many accounts reprefient him as a half-breed Indian, 
the son of a German ; but tkb notion appears to be 
incorrect. His complexion was somewhat lighter ■ 
than was common among bis tribe. He was bora 
about the year 1742* Sir William Johnson, the com* 
mander-in-chief of the British forces in North Amer* 
ica, took him under his care while a youth, and the 
belief was entertained, by some people, that lie was 
his son. Johnson determined to give hira a good 
English edncation, and accordingly, in July* 1761, 
placed him at Moor's charity school, at Let an on, in 
Connecticut. Johnson was a great friend and patron 
of the Indians. The anecdote of his ** dreaming con^ 
test" with one of the chiefs » in which the savage 
complained that Sir William " dreamed hard,** is well 
known* His residence was on the Mohawk, about 
forty miles above Albany, where he built him an ele- , 
gant house, and entertained the ted men of the Six 
Nations with great hospitality. A sister of Brant, 
named Molly, was his domestic companion, and h« 
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remained on friendly terms with the Indians till his 
death, in 1774. 

Joseph Brant, as our hero was called, appears to 

have made good proficiency in his studies, and adopt- 

ed successfully the manners of the English. In 1775, 

he visited England, where he attracted much notice. 

Either durmgf ihls visit, or shortly after, he received 

the com mission of colonel in the regular army* The 

revolultonary war was now at hand, and the British 

government aeem, at the very outset, to have made 

calculations on engaging the savage tribes as auxilia- 

*Ties in the contest. At the beginning of the troubles 

Brant was employed as a secretary by Guy Johnson, 

Bon-iri'law of Sir William, who embraced the royal 

party, and bore a military command. Johnson was 

compelled to leave the country, and Brant fled with 

, him into Canada. How long he remained there, is 

not stated. At the invasion of Burgoyne^ in 1777, 

Brant was employed, by that general, to engage the 

Six Nations in hostilities against the Americansi and 

proceeded to the frontier to execute this design* A 

body of New York militia, under General Herkimer, 

went in pursuit of him, and found him at Unadilla, 

with a band of one hundred and thirty w^arriors. 

This was in July, 1777, when the capture of Tieon- 

deioga, and the victorious march of Burgoyne toward 

the Hudson, had spread consternation throughout the 

country. Herkimer held a conference with Brant, 

hoping to dissuade him from hos til i ties. Bat the 

Eavage chief would not talk of peace ; he protested 

his inflexible loyalty to the British; — declaring that 

ih^ Indians would adhere to the cause of the king, ai 
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their fathers and grandiathers had done ^->*4hat ** the 
king's belts" were yet lodged with them ; and they 
could not be fidse to their pledge* He reproached 
Herkimer for haying joined the '*B<»ton peoj^e" 
against the king, and told him that the Boston people 
were resolute, but the king would humble them. He 
then addressed his warriors, who uttered a loud 
shout, ran to their encampment, sei^ tlieir arms, 
fired several guns, set up the war-whoop, and ranged 
themselves as for battle. The militia were much 
superior in number, but avoided committing hostili- 
ties. Their commander appears to have still enter* 
tidned hopes of a pacification. But a sudden tem- 
pest came on and broke up the meeting. The two 
parties separated without fighting, and an opportunity 
was thus lost of checking the hostile temper of the 
savages in the outset. This proyed a most imfortu- 
nate occurrence for the Americans. 

The savage war had now commenced. The toma- 
hawk and scalping-knife were combined with British 
bayonets for the devastation of the frontier. Bur* 
goyne, in his advance toward the Hudson, had de* 
tached General St. Leger, against Fort Stanwix, on 
the Mohawk. Brant, with his Indians, formed a part 
of this force. Colonel Oansevoort, the commander 
of the fort, rejected every summons to surrender, 
and declared his determination to defend it to xke 
last extremity. But the fortifications were weak, 
and the danger of Fort Stanwix was speedily known 
throughout the neighborhood. A body of militia was 
raised in the valley of the Mohawk, for the relief of 
die place. Greneral Heridmer tsook the command 
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and, early in August, began his inarch for the place 
St. Leger, * hearing of his approach, despatched a 
strong force of British and Indians to meet them. 
Brant, knowing from experience that the militia 
would advance without much order or precaution, 
planned an ambush, which the misconduct of the 
Americans and their commander enabled them to 
carry into effect with such success as to cause them a 
severe loss. He placed hi3 warriors in a ravine at 
Oriskana, where the militia were obliged to pass over 
a narrow "corduroy road." Herkimer approached 
this spot in the forenoon of the 6th of August, with- . 
out the precaution of sending scouts ahead to see that 
the pass was clefar. His first intimation of the vicin- 
ity of an enemy, was a terrific Indian yell, followed 
immediately by so heavy and well-aimed a discharge 
of rifies, as brought nearly every man of his advanced 
body to the ground. The Indians then rushed down 
from the heights which overlooked the ravine^ and 
fell with their tomahawks upon the second regiment, 
advancing upon the causeway. This body was sev- 
ered from the rear division, and maintained so des- 
perate a fight with their assailants, that the savages 
at length began to give way; but, at the moment 
when the Americans were on the point of routing 
their enemies,' a reinforcement of tories came up. 
These were a body of men who had left that neigh- 
borhood at the commencement of the war, and were 
the objects of deadly hatred to the patriots. The 
sight of these men greatly increased the exasperation 
and fury of the militia, and the battle raged with ten- 
fold heat. A most extraordinary conflict was now 
IV.— 21 
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Witnessed. Hemmed in between the steep heights. Ae 
tones and militia were broken into groups of twcinty.ior 
thirty each, in such a tnanner thatihey could not -Sxe : 
they fou^t hand to hand, or closed in deiudly strifei 
drawing their knives and stabbing each otber. The 
Indians, witnessing this strange confusion, and the 
severe loss they sustained in the struggle, begacn to 
suspect that both parties of the whites had combiited 

> to destroy them ; and, at length, several of their 
chiefs exclaimed that it was a plot of the white peo- 
ple to draw them into a snare and cut them off; i>p<m 
which, orders were given to the Indians to kill all 
i;i4iites without distinction. These orders were in- 
stantly obeyed ; the arms of their savage allies weee 
tuxned against the British themselves, who, by this 
most remarkable caprice of fortune, suffered none 
from their friends than ihey did from dieir enemies. 
A number of Herkimerls men saved themselves by 
flight, but about a hun^d were so surrounded by 
the enemy that escape was impossible. Yet they 

' bravely maintained the contest, and, posting them- 
selves in Indian fashion behind logs and trees, kept 
the foe at bay, till the Bdtish oommander, iewing a 
part of the garrison of Fort Stanwix might sally out 
and attack his rear, drew off his men and abandoned 
the field. 

Brant lost a hundred of his Indians in Uiis batde ; 
and about the same number of the tones were killed. 
The militia suffered a kss of one hundred and sixty 
killed. General Herkimer was mortally wounded, 
and his horse was shot under khn. He ordered his 
saddle to be j^ed upon a little knoU, and, sealing 
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kimself upon it, continued to give his ordera. He 
was entreated to withdraw ta a place of safety, but lie 
replied, "No — I will face the enermf;" and while the 
battle was raging in all its fury, he deliberately drew 
his tinder-box from his pocket, lighted hia pipe, and 
smoked it with the greatest composure. 

A body of two hundred and fifty men of the garri- 
son were in the mean time advancing to the relief of 
Herkimer's party. They fell upon the Indians and 
tones, put them to rout, captured their provisions and 
baggage, with five standards, and returned in safety. 
Herkimer's disaster produced no disheartening efiects 
upon the garrison. They repulsed every attack, and 
refused to listen to any motion of a surrender, al- 
though they had no longer any hope of being relieved. 
As- it was of the utmost importance, to reduce this 
place, in order to leave no military post in the hands 
of the Americans, which might threaten the right 
ftank of Burgoyne's army in its approach, St. Leger 
tried the arts of intimidation. On the 8th of August, 
he sent a flag to the fort with another summons, in 
which he exaggerated his own strength, and repre- 
sented that Burgoyne had entered Albany in til< 
umph, after laying the whole country waste in hia 
victorious march. He further stated, that Brant and 
his Indians were determined, if. they met with fur- 
ther resistance, to massacre every soul on the Mo- 
hawk river ; and, in case they were obliged, to wait 
any longer for the surrender of Fort Stanwix, every 
man of the garrison would be tomahawked. 

Chinsevoort, maintaining his inflexible resolution, 
was not moved in the slightest degree by these men» 
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aces, but determined to make a new attempt to raiae the 
neighborhood for his relief. Two of his officers un- 
dertook the desperate task of passing through the 
besiegersMines, and conveying intelligence to the 
inhabitants of the surrounding district, of the state of 
the fort and the necessity of relieving it. In the dead 
of the night they stole over the parapets, and crept 
on all-fours through the grass and bushes for half a 
mile, to the stream of the Mohawk, which they crossed 
by swimming. Here they were obliged to traverse 
the path leading from the Indian camp, on which the 
enemy were continually going backward and forward, 
and for a long time they had the shouts and yells of 
the savages sounding in their ears on the right and 
left. Travelling fifty miles farther, with no other 
food than blackberries, they reached the German 
Flats, from which place an express was sent to Gen- 
eral Schuyler, at Stillwater. 

Measures were instantly taken to relieve the fort. 
General Arnold offered to conduct the expedition, and 
a brigade wdjs detached for this purpose. An oppor- 
tunity presented itself for directmg a stratagem against 
the enemy. A spy of the tories, named Cuyler, had 
been lately captured by the Americans. He was 
carried before Arnold, who promised him his life and 
the restitution of his estate, on condition of his per<» 
forming the following service. He was to rejoin the 
besiegers of Fort Stanwix, and alarm them with ac- 
counts that the Americans were marching in great 
force against them ; which representation he was tc 
substantiate by such arts as he could devise for the 
occasion. Cuyler, who understood the Indian lan- 
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guage well, agreed to the proposai. He engaged 
some friendly Indians in the scheme, and managed 
all the contrivances with a degree of cool cunning 
that would have' done credit . to a genuine Yankee. 
He shot several bullets through his coat, and then, 
proceeding to the Indian camp, told the savages that 
General Arnold, with an army of three thousand men 
was rapidly advancing upon them ; that Colonel But- 
ler, the commander of the tories, was captured, and 
that he himself had narrowly escaped with his life, 
in proof of which he exhibited the shot-holes in his 
coat. While the camp was in a great alarm at this 
news, the friendly Indians, as had been agreed upon, 
dropped in one by one and corroborated the story. 
A complete panic now took possession of the savages, 
and they resolved to decamp immediately. St. Leger 
used every art to induce them to stay, but not even 
the tempting offer of strong liquor could conquer their 
fears. They only replied : " You mean to sacrifice 
us. When we marched down, you told us there 
would be no fighting for us Indians, and that we 
should have nothing to do but to smoke our pipes. 
But you see how the whites have killed our warriors."* 
Saying this, they immediately marched off. 

^t. Leger's force was much superior to that which 
Arnold was leading against him, yet his men were so 
discouraged by the defection of the Indians and the 
exaggerated reports of the strength of the Americans, 
that he was forced immediately to raise the siege. 
About noon, on the 22d of August, he broke up his 
camf, and retreated with precipitation, leaving his 
tento artillery and stores. The garrison sallied out 
# P 21* 
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and tdok possession of the Whole ; they found t)i# 
British bombardier, fast arieep by the side of a moilttr. 
The Indians were highly exasperated against St. Leger 
for what they considered hisf tteacherous dealing" in 
leading them into trouble. They took their reyenge 
by practising the following horse-play upon liie Brit- 
ish commander. Towards night, the retreating army 
came to a piece of soft muddy ground. St. Leger 
and Sir John Johnson, one of his of&cers, were en- 
gaged in an angry altercation, each blaming the other 
for misconduct during the siege. An Indian cttme 
running after them, cr3ring out, "Here they come! 
Here they come ! " The two officers began scamper- 
ing with all their might, tumbling over in the mud iii 
a manner neither comfortable nor dignified. The 
soldiers, catching the alarm, threw away their packs 
and took to flight, as well as their commanders. The 
Indians repeated the trick again and again, and kept 
the British in a constant panic till they reached the 
shores of Lake Oneida. Such was the disastrous 
and humiliating termination of this enterprise. As 
Stephano says of losing his bottle in the pool, there 
was not only loss, but great dishonor. 

The disaffection of Burgoyne's Indian allies war 
completed by the victories of Bennington and Still- 
Water, and they abandoned him to his fate. We hear 
no more of the movements of Brant till the following 
year, when he made an expedition against Cherry 
Valley, whe^ a fort had been erected as a place of 
reftige for the families in the neighborhood. With 
a body of savages, he approacl^ed the fort cautiouiily 

to reconnoitre. It happened that, on this day, the boyfi 

% 
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of the neighborh jod had assembled for their amuse- 
ment, and were training with wooden muskets. The 
Indians obtained an indistinct view of thexn through 
the woods, and imagined them to be men. Believing 
"^ the garrison too strong for his force, Birunt di^^ed not 
attack the place, but secreted his men behind a large 
rock near the road leading to the Mohawk. An offi- 
cer, who had been to the fort to carry intelligence of 
a reinforcement being about to march for fits relief, 
was on his way back, when he was fired upon from 
their ambusK, and fell from his horse. Brant, ever 
foreijjiiost in deeds of blood, sprang from his hiding 
place, and tomahawked him with his own hands. 
Shortly after he attacked Springfield, the birth-place 
of Benjamin West, burnt the town and carried off* a 
number of prisoners. On this occasion, however, he 
showed more than common humanity^ th^' women 
and children were spared. 

The detail of the ruthless deeds of thk savage 
marauder now brings us to one of the most ealamitous 
and heart-rending occurrences of the revolutionary 
war, — ^the destruction of Wyoming, — an event which 
has afforded a theme for one of the moet giAed among 
modern English poets. The beautiful valley of 
Wyoming, on the east branch* of the Susquehanna, 
seemed destined by nature for the abode of peace and 
sylvan repose. The opening stanzas of the poem of 
Campbell, describe its characteristics with some Jicense 
of the writer^s imagination. 

« On Susquehanna's side, fair Wyoming, 

Although the wild-flowpr on thy ruin'd wall 
And roofless hones a sad remembrance bring 
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Of what thy gentle people did befUl, 
Yet thou wert once the loyeliest land oi all 

That see th' Atlantic wave their mom restore, 
dweet land ! may I thy lost delights recall, 

And paint thy Gertmde in her bower of yore, 
Whose beauty was the love of Pennsylyania*s shora. 

It wad beneath thy skies that but to prone 

His antumn fruits, or skim the light canoe 
Perchance along thy river calm at noon. 

The happy shepherd swain had nonght to do 
From mom till evening's sweeter pastime drew 

Their timbrel in the dance of forest brown, 
Where lovely maidens prankt in floweret new ; 

And aye, those sonny moontains half way do^. 
Would echo flagelet from some romantic town. 

There, where of Indian hills the daylight takes 

His leave, how might yoo the flamingo see, 
' Disporting like a meteor on the lakes ; 

And playful squirrel on his nut-grown tree. 
And every sound of life was full of glee, 

From merry mock-bird'^ song, or hum of men ; . 
While hearkening, fearing nought their revebry. 

The wild deer arch'd his neck from glades, and thea 
Unhunted, sought his woods and wilderness again. 

And scarce had Wyoming of war or crime 

Heard but in transatlantic story rang; 
For here the exile*met from every clime. 

And spoke in friendship every distant tongue ; . 
Men from the blood of warring Europe sprung 

Were but divided by the running brook j 
And happy where no Rhenish trampet song, 

Or plains no sieging mine's volcano shook, 
The blue-eyed' German changed his sword to pnminf> 
hook." 

The first settlers of Wyoming were from New 
England, and the population were subsequently aug- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



meiited by ft body of 6«tni¥m emgr^Jm. Al Um 
period of ihe catastrophe, it was in the most fiourish»' 
tag condition, and contained eight townsbips, ««ch 
fiye miles square, beautifully situated on both th« 
sloping banks of the stream. The Talley wm m 
populous that a thousand soldiers had been raised 
here for the cont^iental army. Unfortunately, there 
was a considerable mixture of royalists among the 
inhabitants, and civil discord and animosity raged, in 
this sequestered spot, with all the rancorous heat of a 
political capital. The act of sending away alj the 
effective strength of the peculation was a piece of 
great imprudence, and the inhabitants soon received 
Warnings from the neighborhood, that they were in im- 
minent danger. The quiet of the valley had h^em in^ 
terrupted, during the year 1777, by petty incursions 
of the Indians, and marauding attacks by parties of 
the tory refugees of their own people ; and it was only 
by a vigorous opposition, and a s^ies of successfu} 
skirmishes, that these troublesome invaders had be^ 
driven off. Since then several moore royalists, and 
others not before suspected, had abandoiied the settle- 
ment, and gone anuKOg the enemy, carrying with them 
EOt only full information of the state of afiairs in iSe 
place, but such feelings of reseatj^ent and malignity, 
as could not fail of stimulating anew the hostile tem* 
per of the refugees, and exciting the Indian appetite 
for plunder, devastation and blood. 

Early in 1778, intelligenee wa^ received that a 
large force of British and ravages was eoUecting at 
Niagara, for the purpose of laying waste the fronimT^ 
of New York, Pennsylvamia mi Virginia^ Aa unu^ 



d by Google 



St46 BBAM. 

sual number of strangers began to make their appear<i 
ance at Wyoming, under various pretences, whose 
behavior became so suspicious, that many were 
arrested. Upon their examination, there appeared 
strong evidence that they were acting in concert with 
the enemy, and that a scheme was on foot for the 
destruction of the settlement. 'Pwenty of the sus* 
pected persons were accordingly sent off to Connecti- 
cut for trial, and the remainder were forcibly expelled 
from the neighborhood. Application was made to 
congress for military assistance ; but the war in other 
parts of the country «o completely occupied their 
attention that no relief was afforded by the govern- 
ment. The inhabitants of Wyoming were compelled 
to trust to their own strength for their defence. They 
erected four forts, and garrisoned them in the besi 
manner they were able. 

Brant and his Indians combined with the tories 
under the command of Colonel John Butler, to fall 
upon Wyoming. As the time fixed upon for the 
attack drew near, the savages practised unusual 
treachery. For several weeks they repeatedly sent 
small parties to the settlement, making the strongest 
professions of friendship. These parties, besides 
lulling the people into security, carried on a corre- 
spondence with the disaffected persons there, and acted 
as spies. On the 1st of July, 1778, the enemy sud- 
denly appeared in full force on the Susquehanna, 
consisting of twelve hundred British and tories, and 
four hundred Indians. All the whites were disguised 
and painted as Indians, except the officers, who wore 
dieir British regimentals. One of the small forts was 
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Hnmediately given up by 'the treachery of the garrison, 
who were secretly inclined to the tones. Another 
was taken by storm, and all, except the women and 
children, massacred, in the most inhuman manner. 
Colonel Zebulon Butler, the second in command at 
Wyoming, was cousin to the tory leader, and expe- 
rienced all the uimatural and deplorable effects of 
civil rage, in extinguishing the sentiments of human- 
ity and severing the ties of kindred. Leaving a 
«mall party in the fort at Wilkesbarre, he crossed the 
Susquehanna with about four hundred men, and took 
post at Kingston fort, which was crowded with women, 
children and defenceless people. On the 3d of Jiily, 
he marched out in search of the enemy, but was 
attacked by a much superior force. In the heat of 
the action. Brant, with a body of his warriors, issued 
suddenly from a swamp and fell with great fury upon 
die left flank of Ae Americans, who at length gave 
way, completely routed. 

The fort was now closely besieged, and, as there 
appeared to be n<5 chance of escape, the commander 
proposed a parley with his kinsman and enemy. 
This was agreed to, and the American suffered him- 
self to be overreached by the treacherous cunning of 
the tory commander. The conference was to be held 
in the open field, at such a distance from the fort as 
to exclude all possibility of protection from it. Eour 
hundred men, the whole strength of the garrison 
marched out with their commander, who was not. 
altogether without suspicion of the designs of his 
enemy. On arriving at the place, they found none 
of the opposite party there. Advancing somewhat 
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farth^ 4o die foot of a joAountain, ihey discovered n 
few peisons displaying a white flag, and retiring n3 
tl^e ganisoa approacl^ed ttiem. This was a device to 
lead the Americans into a snare. They followed ithe 
' flag till, on a sudden, they found themselves attacked 
on every side hy the whole force of the enemy. 

The conflict was maintained for three quartei^ of 
an hour, when a panic caused the Americans to break 
their ranks and fly. The remainder of the affior w^ 
but a bloody massacre of the fugitives. Butler, with 
about seventy men, escaped, and regained tli^ fort 
where he found himself closely besieged again the 
next day. The enemy, to intimidate the garrison, 
sent in to them the scalps of one hundxeid nT^d ninety- 
six of dieir late friends. Butler dje^mied i( useless to 
attempt any further defence of ^ plaqa, and aban-i 
doned it with his family, leaving the comomnd t^ 
Colonel Denison. This oflicer detennined on another 
trial for negotiating with the enemy. He went with 
a flag of truce to the tory commander, demanding 
what terms he would grant on a surrender. Butler 
replied, with savage address, " The Imickety Deni- 
son, having defended the fort till mosjt of hi3 n\en 
were killed or disabled, surrendered at dispretipp, on 
the 4th of July. . 

The scenes that followed are too horrible if^i deit^il. 
SaY&ge cruelty was glutted te ,the full extent* The 
tomahawk and the firebrand completed the de^trmcr 
Uon of Wyoming. Men, women, chi|d«^n« ^oi. even 
cattle, wejre ittvdved in a common massaci^. Th^ 
tories surpassed theii Indian associates in ferocity, 
and Butler was a hi greater savage than Bxaoh ^ 
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this occasion ; "^et the tender mercies of the latter 
were* cruel. Mr. Campbell has given a striking pic- 
ture of his barbarities, in the language which he puts 
into the mouth of the Oneida chief, while warning the 
people of Wyoming that Uie enemy were at hand. 

" But this is not a time — ^he started up, 

And smote bis breast with wo-denoimcing hand — 

This is no time to fill the joyous cup : 
The mammoth comes— the foe — the monster Brant, 
With all his howling, desolating band— > 

Disse eyes have seen their Uade, and burning pine, 
Awake at once, and silence half your land ; 

Bed is the cup they drink, but not with wine. 

Awake and watch to-night, or see no morning shine. 

Scommg to wield the hatchet for his bribe, 

'Gainst Brant himself, I went to battle forth,— 
Accursed B^ant^ — K^ left of all my tribe 

Nor man, nor child, nor thing of living birth. 

No— not the dog that watched my household hearth 
escaped that night of blood upon our plains ; 

All perished ! — ^I alone am left on earth ! 
To whom nor relative nor blood remains. 
No ! — ^not a kindred drop that runs in htunan veins ! " 

Brant continued an active partisan of the British 
during the remainder of the revolutionary war. . In 
November, 1778, he assisted a party of tories in an 
attack on the settlements in Cherry Valley, where the 
horrors of Wyoming were renewed. These repeated 
disasters at length directed the attention of the Amer- 
ican government to this quarter, and, in the summer 
of 1779, an army, under General Sullivan, marched 
upon the Susquehanna. Brant. and Butler, with a 
force of eight hundred Indians and tories, entrenched 
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themselves at Newtown, to oppose* Ae advance of 
Sullivan . On tj^e 29tlL .^ August, tliey iwere uttAckedf 
andt after an jengageBftent of jtwo ho\ur9} defeated and 
piiit to flight* The Amerle^uoks destroyed forty Indian 
villages and w&ompletely laid waste tlw <H)u»try. 
These severities checked the hostilities of the savages 
for a year; but, in- the summer of 1779, Brant was 
again in the field, and fell suddenly upon Minisink, 
in Orange county, New York. He plundered and 
burnt the place, and drew a body of militia, who 
turned out to pursue him, into an ambush, where the 
greater part of them were killed. In the spring of 
the following year he surprised Harpersfield, and 
carried off many prisoners. In August, he fell upon 
Canajoharie, and committed great devastations. He 
continued to be the scourge of the frontier till the 
close of the revolutionary contest. 

The peace of 1782 put an end to Brant's military 
career. He took no part in the Indian hostilities of 
1791 and 1793, but exerted himself to bring about 
a pacification, and avowed friendly feelings toward 
the United States. He visited Philadelphia and 
New York, in 1792, and had an interview with 
Washington. On the march of General Wayne into 
the Indian territory, Brant was one of the Indian 
ambassadors who waited upon him, and attempted to . 
negotiate for the Ohio as a boundary between the 
two parties. He appears to have been at this time 
superior to all the other Indian chiefs in authority 
and influence, and is called, in the publications of the 
day, their "king of kings." He owed this title, 
however, less to any positive rank than to the influ- 



d by Google 



BRANT. 261 

ence which his superior knowledge and talent gained 
him among his eountrym«nv He was their chief 
negotiator, and the director of their councils. 

As a recompense for his servicesin the revolution- 
ary, war, the British government made hitn a grant 
of land at the western extremity of Lake Ontario. 
Here he fidally established himself and continued to 
the day of his death. His residence was' on Grand 
river, twenty-four miles from Newark, v^here he had 
a farm and garden under cultivation, a half-blood wife 
and forty negro slaves. His manners and dress were 
almost entirely European/ and the d<nnineering spirit 
he displayed toward his black menials showed that he 
could imitate the worst characteristics of the whites. 
A traveller, who visited his seat, says, "These 
poor creatures are kept in the greatest subjection, 
and they dare not attempt to make their escape, for 
he has assured them that, if they did so, he would 
follow them himself, though it were to the confines 
of G^orgyi, and would tomahawk them wherever he 
met them. They know his disposition too well not to 
diink that he would strictly adhere to his word." 
Notwithstanding his savage propensities, he always 
entertained visitors in'a polite and hospitable manner. 
During the latter part of his life, he received from the 
British government a captain's half pay, together 
with annual presents, the whoie amounting to fiife 
hundred pounds sterling m year. The Mohawk 
Indians inhabiteid his neighborhood, h«ving removed 
from their foitter residencfe in the state of New York 
at the conclusion of the revolutionary war. Brani 
managed their affiiirs with much ability, and rendered 
them great service <1i the leasing ci their lands. 
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[q 1796, he put his own son to death; in a quarreL 
The son was a dissolute, worthless fellow, and had 
often threatened the life of his father. He afterwards 
spoke of this act with regret, J)ut consoled himself by 
the reflection that he had done a service to his coun- 
trymen by ridding them of a rascal. The character 
of Brant was a strange compound. He wished for 
leisure amid his public cares, that he might devote 
his time to the study of Greek, of which language he 
professed himself an ardent admirer. He translated 
a portion of the New Testament into the Mohawk 
tongue, and designed to finish the work when afiairs 
of state allowed him sufficient time. 

The latter part of the life of this singular man 
appears to have been undisturbed, except by the 
domestic troubles which we have related. He died 
on the 24th of November, 1807, leavings several chil- 
dren. One of his sons became a member of the colo- 
. nial assembly of Upper Canada. This person visited 
England in 1^2, and appears to uave be^n keenly 
sensible of the odium attached to his name in conse- 
quence of the severe^ terms in which the poet Camp- 
bell had spoken of his father. He took some pains ^o 
show that he was less to blame for the bloody deeds 
of Wyoming, than had been generally supposed, and 
Mr. Campbell was so far convinced, that he publicly 
avowed that he had judged too harshly of the savage 
chieftain. Still there can be no question that the 
character of Brant is disgraced by savage cruelty ;— 
the more inexcusable as he had the advantage of a civ- 
ilized education. That he was a person of superior 
abilities, there can be as little doubt He was, per- 
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haps, the most successful leader that the red men 
have ever had in their contests with the whites ; and 
the degree of civilization to which he attained must 
be pronounced remarkable, when we consider the 
strong obstacles which military habits throw in the 
way of every species of refinement and mental culti- 
Tation. 
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Tms renowned warrior was bom on the Scioto, 
near the present site of Chillicothe, in Ohio. Hi^ 
father, Pukeesheeno, was a Shawanese chief, and was 
killed fighting against the Virginians, at the battle of 
Point Pleasant, in 1774. His mother had three sons 
at one birth, Tecumseh, EUskwatawa and Eumskaka. 
Of the latter we have no further account, but Tecum- 
seh and his brother EUskwatawa, or the Prophet, 
becan^ the two most famous Indian chiefs of their 
day. Tecumsehi in the Shawanese language, signi- 
fies a cougar crouching for his prey^ and EUskwa- 
tawa an open door. The date of their birth is about 
the year 1770. Tecumseh engaged in the hostilities 
which led to the defeat of St. Clair in 1792, and, at this 
early age, became distinguished for his prowess and 
his animosity toward the Americans. He continued 
fighting against them until General Wayne had given 
the Indians a severe overthrow, and effected a pacifi- 
cation by the treaty of Greenville, in 1795. The 
hatchet was then laid aside for several years. Tecum- 
seh acquired great influence among his countrymen 
by his sagacity and penetration,. and was particularly 
noted for the uniform sobriety of his habits. 

The government of the tribe in the mean time was 
administered nominally by his brother, the Prophet, 
but Tecumseh was in fact the chief director of pub- 
lic affairs. His hostility to the Americans waa 
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sQendy cherished daring the whole internal of 
peace. His views heing eiqmnded and his judgment 
matured hy years and experience, he hegan to enter* 
tain thoughts of a scheme which had exercised the 
Udents of Philip and Pontiac, — to unite all the trihes 
in a cenfedezacy against the whites. The intrignea 
and impostures of his brother contributed to aid this 
project in a singular manner. The Prophet, during 
die early part of his life, abandoned himself to stupid 
intoxication, but, about the year 1804, a sudden and 
remarkable change came over him, and he was 
inspired with a singular project The story of this 
event is in substance as follows. One day, while in 
the act of lighting his pipe in his wigwam, he fell 
back in a trance upon his bed, and continued a long 
time motionless and without any signs of life. He 
was supposed to be dead, and preparations were made 
for his burial. AU the principal men of the tribe 
were assembled, according to custom, around the 
body of their chief, and they were in the act of bear- 
ing him away to his grave, when he suddenly 
revived, and uttered these words : " Be not alarmed-^ 
I have seen heaven. Call the tribe together ^ that I 
may reveal to them the whole of my vision,** The 
tribe were accordingly collected together, and he 
proceeded to informf them that two beautiful young 
men had been sent from heaven by the Great Spirit, 
who addressed him in the following language : — *' The 
Great Spirit is angry with you, and will destroy all 
the red men, unless you abandon drunkenness, lying 
and stealing. If you will not do this, and turn your- 
selves tp.him, you shall never enter .the beautifu} 
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place which we will now show you.** He was then 
conducted to the gates of heaven, where he was 
indulged with a sight of all its glories, but not per- 
mitted to enter. After being tantalized in this man- 
ner for several hours, he was ordered to return to 
the earth, inform the Indians of what he had seen, 
and urge them to repent of their vices, and they would 
visit him again. 

It was in consequence of this vision that Ellskwa- 
tawa assumed the name and functions of a prophet, 
and soon acquired an extraordinary celebrity. He 
established himself at Greenville, where Wajrne's 
army had been cantoned in 1795, and the treaty with 
the Indians 'concluded. Here he proclaimed himself 
a Prophet and Reformer, and announced that the 
Great Spirit who had made the red men, was not the 
same that made the white men; that the misfor- 
tunes which had befallen the red men, were owing to 
their having abandoned the mode of life which he had 
first taught them, and imitated the manners of the 
whites ; and that he was commanded to tell them that 
they must return to their former habits, leave off the 
use of whiskey, discard the coats and blankets of the 
white men, and clothe themselves in skins. The 
fame of the Prophet spread through all the surround- 
ing tribes, and he soon found himself at the head of a 
large number of followers. It is remarkable that 
although the purpose of his mission was the reforma- 
tion of the morals of his people, the greater number 
of his adherents consisted of the most abandoned 
characters. They were principally young men of the 
Shawanese, Delawares, Wyandots, Potawotamiesi 
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Ottawas, Chippeways and Eickapoos^— dissolute, un* 
principled and roving adventurers. But we can find 
a parallel in the history of past times. The first 
band of crusaders who naarched to the rescue of the 
Holy Sepulchre, were mostly men of the same stamp. 
Novelty- and the love of adventure were the main 
stimulants in both cases. 

Besides his ordinary followers, the Prophet was 
visited by immense throngs of men, women and chil- 
dren from the tribes on the Upper Mississippi and 
liake Superior. The most extravagant tales were 
told, and believed by the Indians, of his power to per- 
form miracles ; and they considered no fatigue or suf- 
fisring too great to be endured for a sight of him. 
The inhabitants of Ohio became alarmed at witness- 
ing this great assemblage of the savages upon their 
frontier, and the governor of the state sent a messen- 
ger to the Prophet to insist upon their removal. The 
agent of the United States at Fort Wayne, also per- 
ceiving the design of their crafty leader to fix himself 
permanently at Greenville, which was within the 
. American limits, seconded these remonstrances so 
strongly that he was compelled to remove. In 1808 
he abandoned Greenville, with all his followers, and 
selected a new residence on the north bank of the 
Wabash, near the mouth of the Tippecanoe. 

The occupation of this place was also illegal, as 
the territory belonged to the Miami tribe, who had 
never given their consent to the intrusion. They 
made strong remonstrances against it, but the Prophet 
paid no heed to them. His followers now comprised 
a strong body of the most daring and unprincipled 
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young' blades to be found in the whole Indian tem^ 
tory ; and, adopting the piiuciple of '^ might make* 
right;" which hais been acted up(m by many a greater 
man, he maintained his post at Tippecanoe by force 
of arms, and the Miamies were too weak to expel him. 
All the chiefs of the surrounding tribes, with hardly 
an exception, were hostile to him, as they saw that 
he was constantly endeavoring to> destroy their influ^ 
ence, and to propagate a seditious and revolutionary 
spirit among their people. These efibrts were attended 
with such success, that several of the chiefe were 
put to deaths at the instigation of the Prophet's 
partisans, on* charges of practising sorcery. Tete^ 
boxke, the venerable chief of the Delawares, and sev- 
eral of his friends were burnt at the stake* Fanati* 
eism, whel^er in civilized or savage communities, runs 
the same career. These severe measures, howeveVi 
soon had the effect of injuring the cause of thei^ 
author. In the course of a year, his adherents fell 
off to such an extent that he was left with not more 
than three hundred warriors in his train. In their 
dissolute idleness, they su&red much for want of 
provisions, and many of them would have starved, 
had they not been supplied with corn by GreneriJ 
Harrison, the governor of the territory of Indiana. 

In September, 1809, a treaty was C'Oncluded at 
Fort Wayne, between the Delawares, Miamies and 
Potawotamies, and Greneral Harrison, as comtnissioner 
on the part of the United States. By this treaty tho 
Indians ceded to the govemn^nt, a tract of land extend* 
ing sixty miles along the Wabash above Vincenne$* 
This was done without the advice or knowledge of 
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Tecumseh, and neither the prophet nor any of his 
followers were present during the transaction. They 
had no «laim to the land in question, it having heen in 
the legal possession of the MiamieS time out of mind. 
The chiefs of the other trihes attended the council, and 
advised the cession, and the transaction was in every 
respect regular and equitahle. Yet Tecumseh, who 
had been absent during the negotiation, on a mission 
of intrigue among the different tribes, was inflamed 
with anger when he returned, and learnt what had 
been done. He openly threatened to kill the chiefs 
who had signed the treaty, and declared his determi* 
nation to prevent the land from being Purveyed and 
occupied by the Americans. Harrison, being informed 
of this, sent him a message, informing him that if he 
possessed any just claims to the territory, they would 
not be annulled by the treaty ; that he might come to 
Vincennes and exhibit his pretensions, and if they 
proved to be well founded, the land would either be 
given up to him, or a satisfactory indemnity allowed. 
Accordingly, in August, 1810, Tecumseh proceeded 
to Vincennes, attended by several hundred warriors. 
A day was appointed for a conference, and the savage 
chief pleaded his cause in a long s(>eech to the gov- 
ernor, amounting in substance to this — ^that the Great 
Spirit had made the Western World for the sole use of 
the Indians ; that the white men had no right to come 
there and take the land away from them; that the ter* 
ritory was held in common by all the red men, no par- 
ticular part being the property of any one tribe ; ana 
that, consequently, no sale of land made without th6 
consent of all, was authentic or valid. There woula 
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luLve be^n^v show of plausibility in this argument. 
had this savage expounder of law been able to show 
that the red men of the western continent were in 
reality one political family; but as it was notorious 
that the various tribes were almost constantly in a; 
state of hostility with one another, his argument was 
clearly unsound. Governor Harrison heard him 
patiently to the end, and then replied, in a manner 
which the rudest savage could understand — that 
the Indians, like the white people, were divided 
into many different tribes and nations, having no 
common association or interest; that the Great Spirit 
never designed that they should form a single com* 
munity, which was evident from the fact that 4hey 
spoke different languages, thus putting it out of their 
power to understand each other; that Tecumseh 
could have no claim to the land ceded by the treaty, 
as he was of the Shawanese tribe, who emigated from 
Georgia ; and, finally, that the lands on the Wabash 
bad been peaceably possessed by the Miamies beyond 
the memory of any man living. 

The interpreter, who translated this reply into the 
Shawaijese, had not quite finished, when Tecumseh 
interrupted him with the exclamation, "/i? is all false, ^^ 
At the same time, giving a signal to his men, they 
grasped their tomahawks and war clubs, and sprang 
up from the grass on which they had been sitting. 
Harrison leaped from his seat and drew his sword. 
He was for. some minutes in imminent danger; his 
immediate attendants were all unarmed, and the only 
guard in the neighborhood consisted of a sergeant and 
twelve men. He maintained, however, the utmost codI- 
IV.— 23 
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11688, and ordered the guard to advance. Both parties 
now &ced each other with the most menacing aspect; 
tomahawks were raised, swords unsheathed, and 
pistob cocked. The firm countenance of the goT- 
emor intimidated the savages, and they thought it pru- 
dent not to strike. After a short suspense, he broke 
silence, and told Tecumseh that he was a bad man, and 
he would have nothing more to do with him. He there- 
fore ordered him to retire immediately to his camp 
and return home. Thus ended the conference. The 
parties separated, and the militia of the neighborhood 
were ordered into ^he town during the night, to defend 
the inhabitants from the attack which was expected. 

The savages, having slept upon the matter, con- 
sidered it more coolly the next morning, and deferred 
their hostilities. At an early hour, their chief sent 
for the interpreter, and, after making an apology for 
his passionate behavior, earnestly requested another 
parley with the governor. Wishing to try every 
method of terminating the business amicably, Harri- 
son consented, but took the precaution to go attended 
by a strong guard. Tecumseh made another speech, 
affirming that he had been incited to his late proceed- 
ings by some white persons, but that it was not his 
intention to offer any violence to the governor. He 
was asked whether he had any other grounds for his 
claim to the lands, than those he had already stated. 
He answered. No. Harrison then observed to him, 
that so great a warrior as Tecumseh ought to disdain 
all duplicity and concealinent, and desired to know 
whether he really designed to make war upon the 
United States if they persisted in maintaining their 
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right to the land which they had acquired by a fair 
treaty. He replied that he was firmly resolved t6 do 
this, and to defend the "Did boundary." Several of 
the other warriors then started up and declared that 
they would stand by Tecumseh and obey his orders. 
This interview closed without any satisfactory, 
result, the savage chief avowing his determination 
never to rest till he had brought all the tribes, upon 
the continent into a confederacy against the whites. 
Hanison informed him that the United States would 
defend their title to the land, but that his words 
should be reported to the president, who would take 
the proper steps in the afiair. As Tecumseh had 
abated the insolence of his demeanor since the first 
conference, it was hoped that a farther interval might 
bring him to reason. Harrison paid him a visit in 
his camp th^ next day, and was received with great 
civility. A long conversation was held, but the reso- 
lution of the savage was inflexible. He affirmed that 
he was very reluctant to go* to war with the United 
States, as he had no complaint against them, except 
on the subject of their purchasing land from the 
Indians. On the contrary, he was sincerely anxious 
to be their friend, and if General Harrison could per- 
suade the president to give up the territory lately 
ceded, and agree never to make another treaty with- 
out the consent of all the tribes, he would be their 
constant and faithfuf ally, and assist them in all their 
wars against the English, — ^who were always treating 
the Indians like dogs— clapping their hands and 
crying "*/i^oy/" He would much prefer joining the 
Seventeen Fires, but if the Americans would not give 
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up the lands, he would join the English agaiilst them. 
Harrison again assured him that his demands never 
could be complied with by the president. ** Well," 
replied Tecumseb, "as the great chief is to decide 
the matter, I hope the Great Spirit will put sense 
enough in his head to induce him to give you orders 
to give up the land. It is true, he is so far off as to 
be out of danger from the war. He may sit still in 
his own town and drink his wine, while you and I 
must fight it out." 

It was now evident that not a mere savage caprice, 
but deep policy, and stern, inflexible resolution guided 
the actions of the great chieftain. The general per* 
reived that an Indian war could not be avoided, and 
he improved the opportunity, before the departure of 
Tecumseh, to express to him a wish that, in case of 
hostilities, no cruelty should be exercised upon prison- 
ers. The chief assured him that he would do all in 
his power to prevent it. We shall see hereafter that 
he strictly kept his word. The negotiations of Vin- 
cennes came ip a final close, and the Indians departed. 
Tecumseh and his brother continued their intrigues 
to effect a general rising of the tribes against the 
United States. The prophet visited the Creek In- 
dians in the summer of 1811, and, we are told, 
attempted to Work upon their superstitious feelings 
by announcing that a great lamp^would shortly appear 
in the west to aid him in his war against the whites; 
and, in case the Creeks would not follow his direc- 
tions, the earth would, before long, tremble to its 
foundations. The comet of 1811, and an earthquake, 
which was believed to have happened about that time, 
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afforded the belieyers in the marvelloas, ample food 
for their credulity. The precise date of the predic- 
tion is of material importance in settling his claim to 
a foreknowledge of the events. This, however, is 
wanting in the present case; hut the prophet had no 
lack of believers on that account 

Tecnmseh did not suffer his passionate and vindic- 
tive feelings to hurry him into any precipitate action 
apon his plan of hostilities. It appears to have been 
the original intention of this wary and experienced 
politician, to avoid a war till he could organize a 
combination among the tribes sufficiently powerful t6 
present an effectual resistance to the American anns, 
or till his cause, could be strengthened by a rupture 
between the United States and Great Britain, — ui 
event which grew more and more probable every day. 
In the mean time, he kept up a constant correspon- 
dence with the British Indian department in Canada, 
and his followers were supplied with arms, ammuni- 
tion and clothing from the king's stores, at Maiden. It 
has been asserted that the plan of the Indian con- 
federacy originated with the British government, but 
of this we have no positive proof. We are only certain 
that the Indians, who visited the British posts on the 
frontier, were tampered with by the agents at those 
places, and urged, by presents and promises, to hostil- 
ities against the Americans. Their natural passion 
for war was thus inflamed, and they were assured of 
assistance from the British arms, in case they*took up 
the hatchet against " Big Knife,"-*— the naitie bestowed 
on the Virginians and Eentuckians, who had given 
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them the seyere defeats which they had sofTered in 
the campaigns of Wayne and Dunmore. 

Under the influence of all these motives, hostile 
acts could not long be avoided. In 1811, Indian 
depredations and murders began to alarm the inhabi- 
tants along the frontiers of the territories of Indiana, 
Illinois anid Missouri. ' The authors of these outrages 
being known, messages were sent to the chiefs of the 
several tribes, demanding that they should be given 
up. No satisfaction could be obtained. Governor Har- 
rison, having summoned Tecumseh to restore some 
stolen horses, was informed that the chief and his 
brother would pay him a visit. It was agreed that 
they might do so, provided they brought only thirty 
followers. The governor knew these men too well 
to trust them implicitly, and caused them to be closely 
watched while yet at a distance. They were dis- 
covered desceQding the river with a body of several 
hundred. Their farther approach was forbidden, and 
Tecumseh advanced with a few canoes, but was 
quickly followed by his whole force, and they en- 
camped within a mile of Vincennes. There was 
every appearance that they intended to plunder the 
town ; but so large a force of militia was collected, 
that the attempt was not made. A parley was held, in 
which Harrison complained of the murders and rob- 
beries committed by the Indians. Tecumseh replied 
that he had never sheltered the ofienders; but con- 
fessed his design of forming a grand confederacy 
against the Americans. He stated that the policy 
'pursued by the United States, of purchasing the 
Indian lands, he viewed as a " mighty water," which 
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threatened to overflow his people, and that his con- 
federacy was a dam to resist the inundation. 

This council served no other purpose than to show 
the threatening state of afiairs, and the unconquerable 
perseverance of the savage leader in the prosecution 
of his grand design. Two days after die council 
broke up, he set off on a journey to the south. He 
visited the Creeks, Choctaws and Chickasaws; then, 
crossing the Mississippi, he returned northerly, and 
continued his course up the stream as high as the 
river Des Moines; from this point he crossed the 
head streams of the Illinois, and returned to the 
Wabash. The activity, ingenuity and perseverance 
which' he displayed in this expedition, are truly 
wonderful. All the tribes which he visited were pre- 
vailed upon, by his eloquence and his arguments, to 
join in the grand Indian league, and oppose^ as one 
man, the encroachments of the Americans. 

But, during his absence, affairs had taken a most 
important turn. . The Prophet, who had been left 
with the sole authority at^ Tippecanoe, received 
instructions from his brother to avoid coming to 
extremities with the Americans, as matters were not 
yet ripe for an explosion, but to restrain his followers 
from committing depredations, which might afford 
their enemies a plausible pretext for attacking them 
before their schemes were fully organized. The Pro- 
phet, however, lacked the sagacity and self-command 
of his brother, and neither comprehended his plans, nor 
possessed sufficient influence over the wild despera 
does around him to restrain their excesses. Murders 
imd depredations followed in quick succession; no 
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redress couI4 be obtained bylhe suffbrers; aod tbe 
Inhabitants of the frontier at length held a meeting* at 
Vincennes, and drew up a memorial to the president 
of the United States, setting forth their dangwsi 
and requesting that a stop might be put to the out* 
rages of the banditti of Tippecanoe. 

This produced immediate effect A regiment of 
United States' ^oops, under Colonel Boyd, was ordered 
from Pittsbui^ to Vinceiines. Governor Harrison 
was authorized to raise the militia, take command of 
the whole force, and expel the Prophet apd his fol* 
lowerR. The militia were immediately called out; 
Tolunteers flocked to the rendezvous, and, about the 
end of September, 1811, Harrison, at the head erf 
nine hundred men, began his march up the Wabash. 
Conformably to his orders, he halted within the limits 
of the United States, ahd despatched some Delaware 
and Miami Indians to induce the Prophet to give up 
the murderers and the stolen horses which he had 
with him. These messengers of peace were received 
and treated with great insolence, and ,the demands 
were rejected with haughty disdain by the Prophet 
and his council. So far from wishing to accommo* 
date matters, or to defer the breaking out of the war, 
the Indians detached a small party to begin hostilities 
by cutting off any stragglers which they might fall in 
with near the American camp. Finding none, they 
fired upon one of the sentinels and wounded him 
severely. * The messengers on returning, informed 
Harrison that it was vain to expect peace, and that 
nothing but force could t)btain either satisfaction for 
injuries done, or security for the future. They 
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assared him farther, that the strength of the prophet's 
party was hourly increasing by the arrival of crowds 
of giddy young sparks from every quarter, particu* 
krly from the tribes on the Illinois. 

Harrison was now convinced that nothing but an 
immediate advance upon the enemy would bring mat- 
ters to a crisis. On the 29th of October, he resumed 
his march. Two routes led to the Prophet's town ; 
one on the north and the other on the south shore of 
the Wabash. The latter was the more direct, but 
led through a hilly region, covered with wood. The 
northern route passed over wide prairies, which 
afforded few situations favorable for ambuscades. 
To impose on the enemy, a route was reconnoitred 
on the south side of the river, and a wagon road begun. 
Having advanced a short distance along this line, the 
army suddenly wheeled to the left and crossed the 
Wabash. By this manoeuvre the Indians were com- 
pletely out-generalled, and sent their detached parties 
in a direction where no enemy was to be found. Har- 
rison continued to advance, till, on the 6th of November,' 
he arrived within five or six miles of Tippecanoe, 
where he first obtained a sight of the enemy. The 
advanced guard approached the Indians, and endeav- 
ored to open a parley with them, but they replied only 
with manifestations of insult and defiance. The 
whole army then moved forward with the utmost 
caution, while clouds of savages hung upon their 
front and flanks. Within a mile and a half of the 
town, they were met by three Indians, one of them a 
principal counsellor of the Prophet. They demanded 
to know why the troops were advancing against them. 

Digitized by Google 



879 TBCUlfSBH. * 

They stated tliat tbeir leader wished^ if pot^Ue, ta 

aToid hostilities) and that he had sent a pacific mieasage 

> by the Miami and Potowatomie chief, who had unfor* 

tunately gone down on the wrong side of the Wabash. 

Harrison indulged a hope that the sayages, perceiv- 
ing the Americans were in earnest, had at last resolved 
to compromise matters. He agreed to a suspension 
of hostilities, and the next day was appointed for a 
council to treat of peace. The army encamped on a 
little elevation skirted by a prairie. Notwithstanding 
the pacific demonstrations of the Indians, the general, 
like a prudent commander, took every precaution 
against treachery. A strong night-guard was placed 
on duty ; all the forces were disuributed in a manner 
to enable them to act at a moment's warning. The 
strictest vigilance was enjoined upon every one, and 
all necess^ury preparations were made for a surprise. 
The sun went down at the close of a quiet afternoon, 
-—the hum and bustle pf the Indian town died away 
into perfect repose. The moon rose at a late hour. 
The stillness of midnight was not interrupted by a 
single sound; all breathed of quietness and peace, 
and the near approach of dawn indicated that every 
danger was past; but the moment of most imminent 
peril was now at hand. 

A little after four in the morning, a sentinel, who 
was gazing on the wide prairie before him, had his 
attention roused by a strange movement on its suf- 
face. Not a breath of wind was stirring, yet the tall 
grass was waving as if under the influence of a strong 
oreeze. Rapidly the noiseless waves approached 
nearer till they broke against the eminence at his 
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feet He cried, *< Who goes there?" hut noToice 
WHS he93rd in reply. Suddenly, with the quick 
thought of a hackwoodsman, he istooped down, and, 
looking under the grass^ heheld an Indian stealthily 
creeping towards him! He fired; in an instant a 
tremendous yell arose from the prairie, and a cloud 
of savage warriors rushed upon the American lines. 
But the troops were better prepared for their recep- 
tion than they imagined. Harrison, knowing from 
experience the hour of the greatest danger, was 
already at his post, and every officer prepared for 
'actk>n. The troops, who had lain upon their arms, 
were marshalled with great promptness. All the 
watch-fires were immediately extinguished, that the 
enemy might not be guided by them in directing their 
attacks. 

The American left flank received the first onset. 
The guard in that quarter gave way, overpowered by 
numbers and the fury of the assault. The general 
hastened to the spot, and ordered up several cotnpa- 
nies from the centre, which kept the enemy in check. 
The attack was now extended to front, flank and rear, 
and a most deadly fire from the enemy nearly sur- 
rounded the American camp. The Indians rushed 
upon the lines and retreated alternately, making a 
loud rattling noise with deer-hoofs. They fought with 
the utmost resolution, and seemed determined to van* 
quish or die. The Prophet was not in the battle^ but 
sat on a hill adjacent, singing a war-%ong. He. had 
told his men that the Oreat Spirit would render the 
guns of the Americans useless, and that their bullets 
would not hurt the Indians, who would have light, 
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while their enemies would be involved in thick dark* 
ness. But, soon after the commencement of the battle, 

* he was told that his men were falling ; he ordered 
them to fight on, for his predictions would soon prove 
true, and continued singing louder than ever. • The 
Indians maintained the conflict with undaunted Beso- 
tion, rushing up to the bayonets of the troqps and 
striking at them with their tomahawks and war-clubs. 
But the Americans sustained the charges with great 
coolness and intrepidity, and repulsed their assailants. 
With the dawn of day the contest began to turn in 
theit favor. They charged the enemy on all sides, 
drove them into the woods and' swamps, and put an 
end to the conflict. 

Such was the battle of Tippecanoe, one of the 
hardest fought actions ever gained by the American 
arms. The two parties were about equal in numbers, 
each amounting to eig^t hundred men ; but a great 
part of the Americans were raw troops, totally iiiex* 
perienced in military affairs. They had fifty killed, 
and double that number wounded. The Indians are 
supposed to have suflered an equal loss. General 
Harrison narrowly escaped, the hair of his head being 
cut by a bullet. 

• Tippecanoe was instantly abandoned by the Indians, 
and the troops found nobody there except a chifef whose 
leg was fractured. This defeat broke up for a time 
the Indian confederacy. Tecumseh was unable to 
raise any considerable savage force against the Amer* 
icans till the commencement of the war of 1812. On 
his return from the south, finding the warriors of 
Tippecanoe dispersed,^ and. his brother fled, he pro* 
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eeedecl lo the Amerieiin. post of Foti Wayne. He 
still cherished the same haughty spirit and obstinate 
resolution in endeavoring to combine the savage tribes 
agaistet their great enemy. He spoke with much Ut- 
terness of Harrison, whom he never could forgive for 
expelling his men from Tij^ecanoe. He attempted, 
by threate atid insolent language, to obtain ammuni- 
tion from the commander of the fort, but being 
refused, he said he would go to his British father, who 
would not deny him. He appeared thoughtful for a 
while, then gave the war-whoop and went away. 

Before the war with Great Britain had actually 
broken out, he began to put his. threats in execution* 
Small parties committed depredations on the frontiers 
of Indiana, Illinois and Ohio, early in the spring of 
1812; but we hear little of Tecumseh personally, 
until afler the disastrous campaign of General Hull, 
which brought the whole northern hive of savages 
down upon the defenceless settlements of the Ameri- 
can frontier. The British had now engaged them as 
auxiliaries in the war, and Tecumseh received a com- 
mission of brigadier-generaL With a strong body of 
warriors he joined the army of Greneral Procter, when 
Harrison took the field, in the autumn of 1813, and 
inarched toward Detroit. Procter, with a very strong 
force, occupied Maiden, on the opposite side of the 
river. Here he at first determined to wait the attack 
of Harrison, but the unexpected victory of the Ameri- 
cans on Lake Erie had given them the command of 
the waters, and he decided to bum Maiden and 
retreat into the interior. Tecumsehrwho possessed 
more courage than the British commander, could not 
B IV.— 24 
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hear of this design without indignatMn, and addressed 
him in the following speech : 

« Father ! — Listen to your children : you hare them 
now all before you. In the old war our British ftXtiet 
gave the hatchet to his red children when our c^d 
chiefs were alive. They are now dead. In that war 
our British father was thrown on his back by the 
Americans, and he took them by the hand without 
our knowledge. We are afraid our father will do so 
again this time. In the summer before last, when I 
came forward with my red brethren, and was ready to 
take up the hatchet in favor of our British father, we 
were told not to be in a hurry, for he had not yet 
determined to fight the Americans. 

''Listen! — When war was declared, out father 
stood up and gave us the tomahawk, and told us that 
he was then ready to strike the Americans ; that he 
wanted our assistance ; and that he would certainly 
get our lands back which the Americans had taken 
from us. 

" Listen / — ^You told us at that time to bring forward 
our families to this place; and we did so. You 
promised to take care of them, and they should want 
for nothing while the men went to fight the enemy ; 
that we need not trouble ourselves about the enemy's 
garrisons; that we knew nothing about them, and 
that our father would attend to that part of the busi- 
ness. You also told your red children that you would 
take good care of your garrison here, which made our 
hearts glad. 

** Listen ! — ^When we were last at the Rapids, it is 
true we gave you but little assistance. It is hard to 
fight people who live like ground hogs. 
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^^FfU^UTt listen! — Our ships have gone out \ipon 
the lake; we know they have fought; we have heard 
the great guns ; but we know nothing of what has 
happened to our father with the great guns. Our 
ships have gone one way, and we are much ast bu- 
ished to see our father packing up everything and 
preparing to run off the other way, without letting his 
red children know what his intentions are. You 
always told us to remain here, and take care of our 
lands ; it made our hearts glad to hear that was your 
wish. Our great fiather, the king, is the head, and 
you represent him. You always told ua that you 
would never draw your foot off British ground, but 
now we see you are drawing back, and we are sorry 
4o see our father do so without seeing the enemy. 
Our father is like a fat -dog, thaC sticks his tail over 
his back when there is no danger, but, as soon as he is 
firightened, drops it between his legs and runs off. 

" Father^ listen /-—The Americans have not yet 
beaten us by land, nor are we sure they have done so 
by water. We ^erefore wish to- stay here and fight 
the enemy if they come. If they beat us, we will 
then retreat with our father. At the battle of the 
Sapids, in the last war, the Americans certainly 
defeated us, and when we retreated to our father's 
fort at that place, the gates were shut against us. 
We were afraid this would happen again; but, instead 
of this, we now see our British father preparing to; 
march out of his garrison. 

^< Father /—You have got the arms and ammunition 
which our great father sent for his red children. If 
ycm imean tago away, g^ve them to us, and you may 

Digitized by Google 



276 T^CUXSBH. 

go and wekome. Our lires are m the handa 6( the 
Great Spirit We are determined to defend our 
lands, and, if it be his will, we wish to leave our bones 
upon them." 

It is believed that, had the British general followed 
the advice of his savage ally, and made a stand 
agcinst the Americans at Maiden, the result would 
have been much more favorable to the British. The 
remonstrance of Tecumseh^ however, had no eflect. 
Procter set fire to the town and retreated with precip- 
itation. ' Tecumseh had above two thousand Indians 
under his command, but was obliged to retreat in 
company with the British. Harrison crossed the 
river and advanced rapidly in pursuit. He overtop 
the retreating army at the Moravian towns, on the 
river Thames, and, on the Sth of October, 1813, forced 
them to battle. Each side numbered about twenty- 
five hundred men. The British were posted in an 
advantageous situation, with their flanks protected by 
the river and a swamp. Tecumseh, with his whole 
savage force, was stationed on the left. It is not our 
purpose to give a minute account of the battle. The 
Indians fought desperately, and, as they were charged 
by the Americans, reserved their fire with great cod- 
ness till the columns had approached within a few paces 
of their line, when they poured upon them so destruc- 
tive a volley that the front ranks were nearly all cut 
down. Tecumseh was foremost among his men, ani- 
mating them to the conflict by his voice and gestures. 
Colonel Soktkstmf who led on the mounted infantry 
against them, ordered his men to dismount and form . 
in line This was done, and a fierce and saagoinaiy 
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eonflict was maintained for a short sj^ace. Tecumseh 
was shot dead ; and the whole Indian ban 1, no longer 
able to sustain the c&arge of the • Americans, gave 
way, fled intojhe swamp, and dispersed. The British 
right wing had been previously routed, and the victory 
was complete. More than six hundred prisoners were 
taken. The British general escaped by the fleetness 
of his horse, but his carriage and sword fell into the 
hands of the victors. This overthrow, and the death 
of Tecumseh, who was the life and soul of the Indian 
confederacy, completely broke the spirit of the sava- 
ges. Seven of the hostile tribes immediately sued 
for peace, delivered up their prisoners, and gave host- 
ages for their pacific behavior. 

Such was the close of the career of this famous 
savage, who, if not the moat successful, was, perhaps, 
the most able military chief of all the northern tribes. 
He possessed great qualities, sagacity, foresight, self- 
command, valor, eloquence, and a strength of intel- 
lect adequate to grasp great political schemes. If 
we compare hun with the British general under whom 
he fought, we must pronounce him a far superior 
man. He had more courage, more humanity, more 
firmness, and understood better the art o war. Few 
ofilcers in the British service in America were so 
well qualified to commftnd in the field as this Indian 
waxrior. As a specimen of his geographical knowl- 
edge we may cite the following anecdote. When the 
British, under General Brock, were about to invade 
Miphigan, their commander asked Tecumseh what 
tort of a country they must pass through in case they 
fenetrated into the interior* The chiefi taking a roU 
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of birch bark, extended it on the ground by means of 
foiii stones ; then drawing forth his scalping knife, he 
etched upon it a map of the country, with the positions 
of all the hills, woods« plains, morassies and roads, 
forming an accurate military chart. In his person 
Tecumseh was tall and muscular, with a dignified car- 
riage and a piercing eye. He had a more than Indian 
austerity of manners, which enabled him to control 
the wayward and furious passions of the wild hordes 
whom he led to battle. He was generally taciturn, 
but, when occasion demanded it, he could speak with 
great fluency and eloquence. At au interview with 
Oeneral Harrison, a chair was offered to him, with 
the words, "Your father requests you to take a seat" 
" My father ! " exclaimed he, with great animation ; 
" the sun is my father, and the earth is my mother ; 
and on her bosom I will repose ! " Saying this, he 
seated himself in the Indian manner on the ground. 

Tecumseh had none of the savage passion for gaudy 
attire, and although great , abundance of valuable 
and ornamented clothing and trinkets fell into his 
hands, he invariably wore a plain dress of deer skin. 
His humanity deserves to be noticed to his special 
honor. He faithfully adhered to the promise he 
gave General Harrison, that he would do all in his 
power to prevent cruelty to prisoners. Procter, the 
British commander — a man infamous in the history of 
bloody deeds — authorized and permitted the most atro- 
cious massacres by the savages in his army. On one 
occasion, Tecumseh, perceiving a number of American 
prisoners about to be tomaht^ked, while the British 
ofllcers were quietly looking on, ru^hdl in among 
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them, flourished his sword, and called upon the 
savages, for shame, to desist; adding "it is a disgrace 
to kill a defenceless prisoner ! " 

Tecumseh left a son, who was fighting by the side 
of his father when the latter wfis slain. The Prince 
Regent of England made him a present of a handsome 
sword, as a token of respiect for the memory of his 
pareiit. In 1826, he emigrated to the west of the Mis- 
sissippi. The Prophet was believed to have been itilled 
in November, 1812, at the capture of the Mississin- 
away towns, on the Wabash, by the Americans ; biit it 
subsequently appeared that he made his escape into 
Canada. Ahei the terminatfen of the war he received 
a pension from the British government, and continued 
to reside there, till 1826, when he accompanied his 
nephew to the we^t 
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Saootewatha, viho was called Red Jacket by the 
whites, in consequence of his wearing snch a gannent 
when a boy, was of the Seneca tri%>e — one of the Six 
Nations. He was born about the year 1750, in the 
western part of the state of New York. He was of a 
plebeian &mily, and does not appear to hare been 
giAed with military taleiib, yet he attained the highest 
distinction and inflnence among his tribe, solely by his 
powers of eloquence. Of the early part of his career, 
little appears to be known. After the ck>se of Ae 
revolutionary war, a great council of the Indian 
nations w]as held at FcMrt Schuyler for the settlement 
of aflairs with the American commissioners. Ked 
Jacket distinguished himself at this council by his 
opposition to the general wish for peace. He deliv* 
ered a speech against *^ burying the hatchet,^ and 
urged the continuance of the war, with such elo- 
quence and force, that the warriors were carried 
8way#y the magic of his oratory ; and it was only by 
allowing lime for the 'efiect of it to dissipate and the 
temper of his auditors to cool down by sober refiectioD» 
that the more prudent and moderate of the chiefs 
were enabled to give a pacific turn to their delibera- 
tions.^ 

About the year 1790, ^. council was held on the 
diore of Lake Canandaigua, to negotiate a purchase 



d by Google* 



SSB JAC1XT. ^ S81 

of land from the Indians. After two days spent in 
discussing the terms, a treaty was agreed upon, and 
only wanted the formality of a signature to make it 
complete, when Red Jacket, who had not yet heen 
heard, arose to speak. An eye witness thus describes 
Che scene. " With the grace and dignity of a Soman 
senator, he drew his blanket around him, and with a 
piercing eye surveyed the multitude. All was hushed ; 
nothing interposed to break the silence, save the gen- 
tle rustling of the tree-tops, under whose shade they 
were gathered. After a long and solemn, but not 
unmeaning pause, he commenced his speech in a low 
voice and sententious style. ^ Rising gradually with the 
subject, he depicted the primitive simplicity and hap- 
piness of his nation, and the wrongs they had sus- 
tained from the usurpations of white men, with such 
a bold but faithful pencil that every ^ditor was soon 
roused to vengeance or melted into* tears. The effect 
was inexpressible. But ere the emotions of admira- 
tion and sympathy had subsided, the white men 
became alarmed. They were in the heart of an 
Indian country, surrounded by more than ten times 
their number, who were inflamed by the rememlnrance 
' of their injuries, and excited to indignation by the 
eloquence of a favorite chief. Appalled and terrified, 
the white men cast a cheerless gaze upon the hordes 
around them. A nod from the chiefs might be the 
onset of destruction. At this portentous moment, 
Farmer's-Brother interposed. He replied not to his 
brother chief, but tvith a sagacity truly aboriginal, he 
caused a cessation of the council, introduced good 
cheer, comnended the ebquence of Red Jacket, an^ 
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befcnre the meetisg had re-assembled, iiirith the ^i of 
olher pradent chiefs^Jie had modemted the fo^ of 
his nation to a more salatary review of the qoestion 
before thenu'' 

The iieune of his great eloquence gained Red Jaeket 
m powerful ii^uefnce, not only in his own tribe, but 
among all the Six Nations of Indians. At one time 
he foil into discredit with his people, from what cause 
Moes not a{^ear, and was denounced bjT his est^mies 
as guilty of witchcraft. On this cluurge he waa 
JJNFOUght to trial, and defended himself in a spee<^ 
three hours in length, which prored so efiectnal that 
hfi was acquitted. His reputation was greatly aug<- 
mented by this occurrence. He was one of a depdta* 
tion of his countrymen who visited Philadelphia, m 
1792f and acted as chief spokesmanin Iheir negti^tift^ 
tions with the gpTemor. 

He had a rooted antipathy to Christianity, whicll 
neither the h^pee of time nor the persuasiwis of the 
white men could remove. He always opposed strongly 
the intrusion of missionaries among his people. In 
180S» a missionary from Massachusetts visited Buf* 
falo,/and convened a council of the Indians, whkb 
comprised many of the Seneca chiefo and Timrriors: 
His purpose was to inculcate upon the 'savages the 
advantages they would derive from the introduction 
of Christianity among them. He delivered a dis- 
course, in which he es^lained his object in calling 
them together. He mformed them that he was sent 
by the great missionary society of Boston to teach 
them how to worship the Qreat S]Mt, and not t6 
jbfiniud them of their lands and property ; that there 
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WBSOnly ejietru^ religion ia the worlds atid anlesffthey 
embraced it, they could not be bappj, and that they 
had lived in darkness and error all their lires. He 
wished, if the Indians had any objection to his religion^ 
th^y would state it. After he had finished, they am* 
feared together, and appointed Bed Jacket to gire their 
answer. He addressed the missionary in a speech 
which we shall quote entire* It exhibits genuine 
Indian shrewdness, and coniliderable force of argument. 

" Friend and brother; it was the will of the Great 
Spirit that we should meet together this day. He 
orders all things^ and he has given us ^ fine day for 
our council. He has taken his garment from before 
the sun, and caused it to shine with brightness upon 
us; our eyes are opened, that we see clearly; our 
ears are unstopped, that we have been able to hear 
distinctly the words that you hare spoken ; for all 
these favors we thank the Great Spirit, and him only. 

" Brother, this council fire was kindled by you ; it 
was at your request that we came together at this 
time; we have listened with attention to what you 
have said. You requested us to speak our minds 
freely; this gives us great joy, for we now consider 
that we stand upright before you, and can speak what 
we think ; all have heard you? voice, atid all speak 
to you as one man ; our minds are sigreed. ^ 

'* Brother, you say you want an answer to your talk 
before you leave this place. It is right you should 
have one, as you are a great distance from home, and 
we do not wish to detain you ; but w^ will first Idok 
back a little, and tell you what our fathers have told 
Uffi and what we have heard f«*om the white people. 
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" Brother, listen to what we say. There was a 
time when our forefathers owned this great island.* 
Their seats extended from the rising to the setting 
sun. The Great Spirit had made it for the use of 
Indians. He had created the hufialo, the deer, and 
other animals for food. He made the hear and the 
bearer, and their skins served us for clothing. He 
had scattered them over the country, and taught us 
how to take them. He had caused the earth to pro- 
duce corn for bread* All this he had done for his red 
children because he loved them. If we had any dis- 
putes about hunting grounds, the/ were generally 
settled without the shedding of much blood. But an 
evil day came upon us ; your forefathers crossed the 
great waters, and landed on this island. Their nitm- 
bers were small; they found friends, and not enemies; 
they told us they had fled from their own country for 
fear of wicked men, and come here to enjoy their 
religion. They asked for a small seat ; we took pity 
on them, granted their request, and they sat down 
amongst us ; we gave them com and meat ; they gave 
us poison in return. The white people had now 
found our country; tidings were carried back, and 
more came amongst us ; yet we did not fear them, we 
.took them to be friends ; they called us brothers ; we 
believed them, and gave them a larger seat. At 
length, their numbers had greatly increased; they 
wanted more land; they wanted our country. Our 
eyes were opened, and ^our minds became uneasy. 
Wars took plaie; Indians were hired to fight against 

. * An opinioiL prevuls among the Indians that this country 
IS an island. 
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Indians, and many of our people were destroyed*. 
They also brought strong liquor among us ; it was 
strong and powerful, and has slain thousands. 

''Brother, our seats were once large, and yours 
were very small ; you have now become a great peo* 
pie, and we have scarcely a place left to spread ou? 
blankets ; you have got our country, but are not satis- 
fied ; you want to force your religion upon us. 

"Brother, continue to listen. You say you are 
tent to instruct us how to worship the Great Spirit 
agreeably to his mind, and if we do not take hold of 
the religion which you white people teach, we shall 
be unhappy hereafter. You say that you are right, 
and we are lost ; how do we know this to be true ? 
We understand that your religion is written in a 
book ; if it was intended for us as well as you, why 
has not the Great Spirit given it to us, and not only 
to us, but why did he not give to our forefathers the 
knowledge of that book, with the means of under- 
standing it rightly? We only know what you tell 
us about it. How shall we know when to believey 
being so often deceived by the white people ? 

" Brother, you say there is but one way to worship 
and serve the Great Spirit ; if there is but one reli- 
gion, why do you white people differ so much about 
it ? Why not all agree, as you can all read the book ? 

** Brother, we do not understand these things. We 
are told that your religion was given to your fore- 
&thers, and has been handed down from father to son. 
We also have a religion which was given to our fore- 
&thers, and has been handed down to us theii 
cb'ldren. We worship that way. It teacheth us to 
TV-— 2S 
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be thankful for all the farors we reteive ; to love each 
other, and to be united. We never quarrel about 
religion. 

"Brother, the Great Spirit has made us all; but 
he has made a great difference between his white 
and red children ; he has given us a dififerent com- 
plexion, and different customs ; to you he has giyen 
the arts ; to these he has not opened our eyes ; we 
know these things to be true. Since he has made so 
great a difference between us in other things, why 
may we not conclude that he has given us a different 
religion according to our understanding. The Great 
Spirit does right; he knows what is best for his 
children ; we are satisfied. 

" Brother, we do not wish to destroy your religion, 
or take it from you ; we only want to enjoy our own. 

" Brother, you say you have not come to get our 
land or our money, but to enlighten our minds. I 
will now tell you that I have been at your meetings, 
and saw you collecting money from the meeting. I 
cannot tell what this money was intended for, but 
suppose it was for your minister; and if we should 
conform to your way of thinking, perhaps you may 
want some from us. 

"Brother, we are told that you have been preach- 
ing to the white people in this place. These people 
are our neighbors ; we are acquainted with them; we . 
will wait a little while and see what effect your 
preaching has upon them. If we find it does them 
good, makes them honest and less disposed to cheat 
Indians, we will then consider again what you have 
'taid. 
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" Brother, you have now heard our answer to your 
talk, and this is all we have to say at present. As 
we are going to part, we will come and take you by 
the hand, and hope the Great Spirit will protect you 
on your journey, and return you safe to your friends." 

The Scnecas took part with the United States in 
the war of 1812. The jpractice of employing the 
savages in hostilities had alwa^ been condemned by 
Ae people of this country, but as the British govern- 
ment had set the example, and strengthened their 
armies materially by Indian auxiliaries, it began to 
be questioned whether such a system ought not to 
be turned against them. Grand Island, in the river 
Niagara, belonged to the Senecas, and when, the 
British threatened to invade it, the Indians deter- 
mined Id take up arms in its defence. They were 
accordiiigly permitted to join the American forces qu 
the Niagara frontier. Red Jacket was one of their 
leaders, ancl distinguished himself in an action near 
Fort George, on^the 17th of August, 1813, in which 
the British and their Indian allies were defeated. 
The prisoners were all treated with humanity ; nor 
was any excess committed by the savages on the 
American side during the war. 

After the peace^ Red Jacket professed to feel himself 
much annoyed by the attempts of missionaries to 
establish themselves among his people. In 1821, he 
made a- formal complaint against them to* the gov- 
ernor of New York, in a letter dictated by himself, 
V which we have not space to copy. About the same 
time, a squaw of the Senecas was put to death on the 
accusation of witchcraft. The Americans took the 
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matter in band, and put the executioner on triaL 
Bed Jacket and other witnesses testifiM that the 
woman was a witch, and had heen legally tried and 
executed. The doctrine of witchcraft was ridiculed 
by the Americans; to which he made a reply, remind- 
ing them, — if we may take his recorded speech as 
^nuine,— of the transactions at Salem. Before he 
was admitted to give evidence at the trial, he was 
questioned whether he believed in the existence of a . 
God, and a future state of rewards and punishments. 
He replied, with stem indignation, "Yes! much more 
than the white metif if we 'are to judge by their 
actions,^* The trial was carried through three terms, 
and the prisoner was finally acquitted. 

Red Jacket continued to enjoy great distinction to 
the day of his death. His residence was a log cabin, 
situated in a lonely spot near Buffiilo. Scarcely a 
traveller passed that way without calling to visit a 
chief so celebrated fof his wisdom and eloquence. 
He understood English well, yet refused constantly 
to converse in it, and would not even reply to a 
speech till it had been translated into his own 
language by an interpipter. This rigid adherence to 
an ancient formality, reminds us of the practice of 
the English sovereigns, who contyiue to sanction or 
reject acts of parliament in the language of William 
the conqueror. Red Jacket died on the 20th of 
January, 1830. 
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OR, 

THE lETAN. 

Tsn orighHil nonm of this juiiiotis thiefttiiii #aB 
SkongHXiutt'^'^uth'^) ot the Prftirie Welf. The title 
of the letan, by ti4ii<5h he is dbie#y known to the 
iMdittee, was given lor exploits ^ich will be detailed 
in the eonrse of our nairraiive. His Hither was named 
Big Horse, And he had se^nd Ifothen, two of 
whom, Bke Syesend Lodge Pole, became eekbiated 
warriors. 

The tribe.of wbidi he was a natii^y oonskts of die 
remnants of the Ottoes end Missouries, onee nnmet^ 
ous and Warlike tribes, which roamed orer the bound* 
less west ; but they are now so gteatiy redwsed that 
the whole nnmber of warriors, in bodi tribes, does not 
^xeeed two hilndred* Being uikited by (he doseM 
friend^ip, they hai« east dieir lots in union aoiaet 
together as one people; and, small as is their aggre^ 
gate, they have sustained tbeitteelves with sueh uni- 
form bravery and good conduct as to command the 
respect of the tr^s around them* They are lAore 
indebted to ktan dttan to imy other indrvidnal £^ 
Ae high repiMatien they have meintained, sis he WM 
not only one of ^e bdldedt Of their w&i#iers, bal he 
was distii^ished for his knowledge and wisd^wn ill 

eeeee. The U4^ Dves nea« the La Platte, ihffty mfle* 
8 25* 
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southwest of Council Bluffs. They have two mud 
villages^ where they plant com and pumpkins, which 
they leave to grow during the summer, while they go 
to the prairies, to hunt the hufjaloes. - At|thi8 period, 
they live in tents made of their buffalo robes. Upon 
their return they- gather their harvest, and spend the 
winter in their wigyraais. ; ' 

When Colonel JiOng's party were encamped on the 
Upper Missouri, in 1819, they were visited by a party 
of Otto^s, aniong whom was letan, then a young but 
distinguished warrior. A grand dance was performed 
in honor of the American officers; in the course of 
wbkh the leaders of the greatest repute among the 
Indians' narrated their exploits. In his . turn letain 
stepped forward and struck the flag-staff which had 
been erected, and around which the dancers moved. 
This cerenumy is called striking the post ; uid such 
is the. respect paid to.it, that whatever is spoken by 
the person who strikes, may be relied upon as strictly 
true ; and, indeed, it could not well be < otherwise, for 
the speaker is surrounded by rival warriors, who 
would not fail to detect, and instantly exposq, an]» 
exaggeration by which he should einieavor to swell 
his own comparative merits. 

In recounting his martial deeds, letan said he had 
stolen horses seven or eight times from the Kansas ; 
he had first struck the bodies of three of that nation, 
slain in battle. He ha4 stolen horses from the letan 
nation, and had struck one of theii dead. Ik 
had stolen horses iiom the Pawnees, and had strudc 
the body of one Pawnee Leap. He bad stolaa 
kories aeveial times from the OmabaSf snd oaea 
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from the Puncftis. He had strack th^ bodies of two 
Sioux. On a war party, in company with the Paw* 
nees, he had attacked some Spaniards^ and penetrated 
into one of their camps. The Spaniards, excepting 
a man and a boy, fled, himself being at a distance 
before his party ; he was shot at and missed by the 
man, whom he immediately shot down and strack. 

On the occasion abo^e alludfed to, we are told, in 
the dance letan represented one who was in the 
habit of stealing horses. He carried a whip in his 
hand, as did a considerable number of the Indians, 
and around his neck were thrown several leathern 
thongs, for bridles and halters, the ends of which 
trailed on the ground behind him. After maiiy pre* 
paratory manoeuvres, he stooped down, and with his 
knife represented the act of cutting the hopples of the 
iiorses ; he then rode his tomahawk as children ride 
their broomsticks, making such use of his whip as to 
indicate the necessity of rapid movement, lest his foes 
should overtake him. 

While yet young, the letan was the leader of a party 
of some eight or ten warriors, against a small tribe called 
letans — probably a branch of the Snake or Blackfoot 
Indians ; they surprised a considerable party of the 
enemy, and, in the desperate fight which followed, 
letan killed seven virarriors with his own hand. On 
returning to his camp, he displayed seven scalps, ana 
several horses, the trophies of his skill and courage. 
From this period, he was ranked as one of the greatest 
warriors of his nation, and the name of the letaii 
hecame hiis con^mon appellation. 

But the qpalities of a warrior were not those by 
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ue %y no timx^ uiMOsiVte to wit« i^ ajaaoDg tbeoi* 
|eW«» ^^fii^qHeat)^ Ujee miich: deiigbiiQ pleasantj^. 
Bat it is mi oiWa tbat a pers.on i» fo^tkl^^ among them, 
who \$ dmiv^mheidfbr a i^ayful feiicy, Tti^how* 
oreii was tll^ ea^e with loU^i^. His hvmor brok^ 
out 09 all Q^i^fioBS. Wherey^ h^ we(?(t, ho wa* tho 
life of the pafty ; mi such at la#t w^ bi^ estiE^bUahed 
reputfttio^ a^ Awag, tfaat^whe&OYei h^ op^o^d hia 
mou,^, ihB Indnan aiouod weio pnepare^ ¥» bugh. 

On one odwsiop ac Sfie%t number ofwarwra h»i 
aason;i^bte4> W ho}d a council. They sat lMro^n4 in 
sitonce, no one presuini^g to speak. Deoorum ro^ 
quired) upon such ^a august oqca^iofii the sages ivoA 
wanriorS) renowned jalike for their great virtues and 
their famous deeds* being present, that all should pre^ 
serve the utmost gravity. letan was among the nun^ 
ber ; and a si^rfi^ial observer might have fancied, on 
looking at his focet that he {ully participated in the 
solemnity of the scene. A closer critic inight have 
remarked, as beneath a majsk, a quivering smile around 
his lip, indicating some merry thought about to burst 
forth upon the assembly. At last, pre^rving his grave 
exterior, he made sovne remark in a low to»e, yet so ^ 
to bo heard over the whole td^a. Ii]^ an ipsta^t the 
gravity qi t)j^ council was diaturbe4i 4^i^ was a 
general gruQt,^md then a lai^h, which' could not be 
repressed* letam had suggested some idea so humor- 
oua, that ev«en th^ established law^ o^ good society 
wer^ set at naught 

An instance of playfialnesa of fiim^y is aiTwIed in 
the foUow^ atory. H^ bad bee^qift a visit to Qov« 
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ernoT Olarke, the intendant of Indian afiajrs at St 
Louis. As he was returning, he stopped at the little 
settlement of Liberty, about half way to Council Bluffs. 
Here he manifested a great desire to see the process 
of manufacturing whiskey, which he knew was 
carried on there. As the Indians had already melde 
some attempts to procure this article, in which they 
had sacrificed large quantities of their com, it was 
not thought prudent to show so sagacious a person 
as letan the whole process. He was, therefore, 
taken only into the room where the distillation was 
taking place. When, he saw the coiling pipe, called 
the toarmy and understood its use and operation, he 
remarked playfully, — " I see now why it is that the 
whiskey, when it gets into the head, makes the brain 
turn round so ; it is because of the trick it gets in 
passing through the tube." 

Being once at Council Bluffs, with some of his 
Indian friends, he saw some rockets sent into the air 
by the soldiers. In talking with his companions 
upon the subject, he told them that the Great Spirit 
had made ihe whites superior to the Indians in two 
things, — in making fire-water and fire-powder ; and in 
gratitude for these gifts, they sent up these streams 
of fire, so that He might Bght His pipe. 

About the year 1822, Major OTallan, who had 
been stationed at Council Bluffs, attended a deputation 
of chiefs, from several of the tribes, to Washington. 
Among them were warriors from the Kanzas, Paw<« 
nees, Otoes, Qros Ventres, Mandans, Omahas, &;c., 
amounting In all to about twenty. Of this party, 
letan was one. During the etpeditioii, he was con* 
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8(antly ezating the mirdi of hia codapanhms by kk 
wit, Wl hii kwDBoroits obsenialioiis updnlrhat lliey 



The chiefe were taken frosn Waadiinflai to Bidd«> 
mmre, Phikde^hik abA New Y6fk. lliey took earefid 
Bote of everytMng ; tiny {kioed tMe deeks ef Ih^ sbqps» 
and measfnred ike gmiM of the forts with spnngn ; ^ktj 
also measured the size of some of the j^ubhe limiidiiigs. 
They attempted to eoimt tiie people of New Yorir, 
and keep the recoid up(m notched! i^ks. 

On their return to thisir hones, these chiefs, with 
the exception of letaikj gave an accotot of whi^ diey 
had seen. In- eirery instance ikii wa^ Mceired with 
incredulity, and, in most eases, ^ leiiuh^ wds Istal to 
^e character of the chiefs for reraoity. It has been 
a matter of policy for the leaders Of the Indians to 
inculcate the belief that they m&t^ alsioDg the most 
sagacious and po/weiffnl of the ttartions^ of the^ &tith. 
It is the pride, the conceit^ thus establkhed, tlMLt 
becomes the soilrcci of much of their courage and rigor 
of character. Let them become hummed by a knoivL^ 
edge of their comparative ignoranci^ a»A wieaknes8> 
and they wouU sooil sank into hstlesetiess and insig** 
aificance. 

The fate of the Mandaiii chief wias tnekmcholy 
indbed. On his return, he toldt ilrithoiit exaggeration, 
what he had lieen* <* The white peo]^^" said he, 
'^hare lodges, somicf of w^hi(th are a hundred paces hi 
length ; they haire oaBoee fifty paces in lebg^ and 
of sufficient bulk to' boM fiyohWdred talett« In their 
great cities &^ peopie are so Immertos that yom can<« 
isot numbet tkem ; they seem ai^ cojintldsa as th4 
stars in the sky, or the straws on the prairie." 
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TKis amu>ui^ment, scr di0er«iy^ from the^ ci»fvfmt 
. i&otioxi« pf the p«04^ at tbat t^soe, w«^ nef eived with 
universal di^Wiefv Soma of Xbm^ toae Up wi told 
the ohief that it eauU not h^ tr^o ; that he hni 
sought to deceive! t^em; that he h^ apohei^ with a 
double tongue. In vain the ebief prot09|ed Aal he 
spoke the ti|uth y in vain did he aj^^l to th0 Ghreat 
Spirit, 191 aitteatation of hia veracity. " Yoa bate 
spoken with a false toi^gue 1" wad &e unii^tsal ^^ 

Howey^ tb?y may pra^s» every 9pQ.e«&$^ <rf dec^t 
toward theii? eiemie^ truth to«rajld each othei^, ill a 
cardinal virtue with the Indians, An attein|il to 
practise a decjeption upon tho ta^ibe, is hj^ld to be an 
unwoTthy degradation of the man, and & f^l ma 
against Heaven^, It i$ considered better th^ a man 
shall die, and put an end to ilotning, than t<> Uv^ after 
he has de£led himsdf by lllsehood. Procediing 
upon these views, the Mandan sav^es^ were called 
out fon the eoceeutioq of the chieiV whom ike^ had 
pronounced a liar* " Sijag yoUr de^ song, &» yeiu 
roust die !" was the universal deoree.^ 

Seeing that it was vain to resist, and submiftitig 
to a decision which every Indian consid^s final, tibe 
chief, in the presence of die aj»»embled tribe, hegato his 
death song. This is a sort of dying confession, 
ofieifed to the Great Spirit, but it; usiullly contains 
as much of bofiiSting as hmao^Mity. ^ I i^n a grmt 
warrior>** said the chief i *' I have stolen many horses ; 
I have taken many scalps from viijr w^mit»i I hsrre 
struck many honied of the dead« itk tfas heat of battle. 
I am a great hunter. Who c«uld ride over dss 
prairie more swiftly than me ? Whose «erow 
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morie true than mine ? Who has slain so many buf- 
faloes as I have done ? And who was wiser in coun- 
cil than the chief of the Mandans ? Tet he must die, 
for he is condemned by his own people. I have 
spoken the truth, yet they say I am a liar. Thou, 
Great Spirit of the air — thou knowest all things ; and 
thou knowest that I spoke truly. Tet I die content, 
for my people have so decreed. Great Father of the 
Indian family, smile upon me in the far land of spirits. 
• Let me dwell forever in the rich prairie, far from the 
Black Feet, and the Snakes, and the Pawnees ; let me 
feast upon the fattest of buffaloes; let there be no 
caemy to disturb my feast, or to break my slumbers ; 
no prickly pear to wound my feet. Let me be sur- 
rounded by willmg squaws, who will arrange my tent, 
and provide my moccasins, and dress my food." 

Having sung his death song, of which this is but 
an imaginary sketch^-the chief declared that he was 
ready to die. Several of the kidians had their rifles 
prepared; they fired, and he fell dead upon the 
earth. Thus it seems that, anioDg savages, as among 
civilized men, ignorance is ever bigoted ; that it is an 
offence to know more than the mass ; and to announce 
truth that confiicts with' the established creed of 
•ociety, leads to condemnation. Galileo was perse- 
cuted for declaring that the earth had a revolving 
motion ; and the Mandan chief was shot for assert- 
ing that the whites possessed ships one hundred and 
fifty feet in length ! 

The fate of the Great Bear, a chief of the Pawnees, 
who had accompanied the party to Washington, and 
niio indiscreetly disclosed the truth on his return 
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^ lMi;c41y ies^ ti^yeam* Ht^wof depad^d fromliu 
lank MB a weirrior, and made to hold a station amoQg 
the aquaK^—ffi, miurk of the utiaost :ifeprobation. Ooe 
of our ol&cers, heloaging to the station at Council 
Blu^ happening to be at the Pawnee villagf , saw die 
Great )}ear in his state of hupiiliatipn. He was 
eovered widi filth; his neglected heard was gjpovm 
loag iqpon. hia face* and his head was covered with 
ashes. When the warriors assembled in council, he 
took his place without the circlo of chiefs* among 
$he boys. 

letan was present on this occasion. During the 
session of the cduncil, the Great Bear left tibve boyib 
and, after a short 'i^ace^ he returned in the fuU dress 
of a warrior. He was a man of nohle form, and now, 
in his war gear, had an imposing appearance. He 
wore aroui&d his neck the medals he had received at 
Washington, and held in his hand a roU^ consisting 
of several certificates he had received froQL different 
ladiaH agents of the IT. States. He proceeded with a 
lo% air to the centre of the council, and cast a haughty 
look upon the grave circle of smoking warriors and 
sages. Hq then began ani address, in which ha set 
^rth his deeds as a hunter and a warrior. He 
appealed to the assemJUed chiefs* in i^testation of the 
truth of wjiat he said. '' But I am now degradedr 
said he, '* to the level of a s%uaw ; the Great Bear, 
the renowned wairior, the feav of bis enemies, and 
the pride of the Pawnees, is now an ol^t of cour 
tempt la the assembly of th^ chieife*! a»v obliged^ 
to take my place in the outer cicely, with the boys ! 
And why is this 1 BecauiBe I told my peaple what I 
IV.— 26 
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had seen in the land of the white men. In vaih har# 
I declared ihy veracity ; in rain hate I aj^aled to 
Ae Great Spirit, to attest my innocence. But there 
is now here a great warrior and a great chief of the 
Otoes. Who has not heard of Shongmiinecuthe, the 
letan? He is here. I appeal to him. He Was with 
me in the cities of the white men. He caii tell you 
whether I spoke with a false tongue. Speak, Shong- 
munecuthe ! I told my people that the white men 
had canoes fifty paces in length, and that soihe of 
their lodges were two hundred paces in length. I 
said that the white meti were numerous as the stars. 
Say, chief of the Otoes, is the Great Bear a liar ? " 

The scene produced a strong excitement. Every 
eye was bent upon letan, who now arose, and replied 
to the appeal thus made. But it seems that gener* 
osity was not among the' virtues of the Prairie Wolf. 
He knew the Indian character wejl, and he had been 
careful not to jeopard his reputation by telling the 
Indians what Uiey would not readily believe. In 
speaking of what he had seen among the white people, 
he had always used general terms. He now replied 
in the same manner. "The whites," said he, " have 
some pretty large lodges, and large canoes, and their 
people are numerous." The eiSect of his speech was 
unfavorable to the Great Bear. The cautiotls manner 
in which the renowned letan had spoken, satisfied the 
assembly that the Pawnee chief had been guilty of 
misrepresentation. The latter saw the efiect pro- 
duced, and, with a dejected air, he retired from the 
council. Thus it appears, that, by his sagacity, letan 
preserved his character and standing with the Indians % 
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knowing tbeir pre|udices, hd took care not to sbock 
them by his ttatements, which would only prove inju- 
. dous to himftelf ; while the less prudent chiefs fell 
Tictims to their frankness. 

An extraordinary eridence of the confidence reposed 
in him by his tribe, was afforded a few years boibre 
letan'a death. Some of the white traders came to the 
village of ihe Otoes, and, in <Nrder to bribe the chiefs 
to use their influence with the Indians. to past with 
:th^ furs on easy terms, presented them with a keg 
of whiskey. They therefore prepared for a debauch 
•—a businees upon which they usually enter with 
due calculation. The women> foreseeing what would 
follow, took care to put the knives and other weapbna 
of the savages beyond their reach. 

In the height of their revel, letan and his brothert 
Lodge Pole, fell into a dispute, which ended in a 
quarrel. They grappled, and letan was thrown to the 
grouAd. During the violent scuffle which ensued, 
liodge Pole Ut off his brother^s nose. Both parties 
were too much intoxicated to notice what had hap- 
pened, but the next day, when letan came to his 
tenses, and discovered the mutilation, he seized his 
rifle, went straight to his brother's lodge, and shot 
him •dead. Knowing that he had forfeited his life, he 
left the village and proceeded to Council Bluffs, He 
was well known by the officers, who sought in vain 
-to comfort him. He cared little, indeed, for his Wother^s 
,death, or his own exile ; but he seemed to feel a 
.peculiar degree of humiliation on account of the 
wound u]^ his Bose. He was not a little relieved 
when the euigeon found means to patcii it up, assur- 
ing him that the scar would be scarcely visible. 
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The thief htd been ab^eiit kit tftfW'ikys* ^hws 4 
^ crying deputetiioii/' as it le imlled^ €iBHtt6 fironi th^ 
tribe, beiweohitigf letan to i^tnm. It cmwifted of the 
principal men of the tribe; they Were loaded mth 
presents of hones, ^sloths and fors ; and as they came 
into die presence of tiieir chief,. ^ey wept aload, in 
iokeftL of their sorrow, klan |nrdmised to take the 
subject into con^eratiea. This he did, and, after a 
few weeks, he returned. He was received with joy 
by the people ; his erine was overlooked; and ^m 
that time he was the war^ohief of the tribe. ^ 

He continued to be tibelr leader .for a number^ 
years; his reputation^ not onlyas a warriorfbnt as a man 
of great sagacity and wisd^mi, was greatly extended, 
and he was regarded as one of the great men of the 
day. Hk fame for wit was spreiid far and wide^ and 
his society was mnch sought on account of his poweus 
of amusement The while people were accustomed 
to call him the Indian Voltaire. 

The deadi of this renowned chief was inglorious. 
During his absence, about the year liB84, one of his 
young wives, being smitten with affection for one of 
the youthful dandies of the tribe, forgot her duty and 
wont to live with her new lover* When letan was 
about to return, the young Indian began to ^a^td the 
wrath of the chief. Accordingly, being joined by 
five or six of his companions, he fled to the woods, 
letan returned, and lean^kig what had hapi>ened^ pur- 
sued the seducer and hn party. They lay in ambudi, 
and as ^ chief approa^ed they rose and iiied a 
volley upon hkn. Though despemiely wopinded, he 
sprung upon them like a tigor, and slew two of th^n 
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with his own hand. In the midst of the conflict, he 
received a ball in his brea^ and fell shouting in tri- 
umph for the vengeance he had inflicted upon his 
enemy. '♦ 




W^ 
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In 1832 and 1833, the western frontier of ^he 
United States again experienced the ravages of an 
Indian war. * The principal leader of the savages 
was Black Hawk, a chief of the united tribes of Sacs 
and Foxes* occupying the territory between the 
Illinois and Mississippi rivers. He had been con- 
cerned in marauding expeditions against the settle- 
ments at ad early period, but his hostile temper was 
strongly excited by a treaty made with the Sacs and 
Foxes, in 1830, by which those tribes sold their lands * 
to the United States, and agreed to remove to the 
west of the Mississippi. A chief named Keokuk was 
the principal Indian negotiator in this business, to 
which Black Hawk was not a party. When he 
learnt what had taken place, he testified the greatest 
indignation, and, • finding a considerable number 
among the Indians who were dissatisfied with the 
treaty, he offered to place himself at their head and 
raise the standard of opposition to Keokuk. The quiet 
of the frontier was soon disturbed by irregular pro- 
ceedings, but it appears that, in the first act of vio- 
lence, the whites were the aggressors. The abundant 
facilities for a border feud may be understood from 
the history of the first irregular proceeding in this 
case. One of the Indians found a bee-hive in a hol- 
low tree, and caft-ied it to his wigwam. The hire 
was claimed by some of the whites, and given up; 

Digitized by Google 



304 BLACK HAWK. 

but these men, not content with reclaiming what 
might or might not have been their property, thought 
proper to indemnify themselves for their trouble by 
plundering the In4ia9's wigwam of i^l the skins he 
had obtained by his winter's hunt. None of the 
savai^es could understand such jujstice, and i\ is not 
surprising that this, and sundry other irregular pro- 
ceedings, soon excited ill-blood between the whites 
and the red men. 

Black Hawk now resolved upon open war. He 
was particularly bent on maintaining possession of 
the Sac village, situated upon a point of land at the 
confluence of the Mississippi and Sock, rivers. It 
was an old residence of the tribe, having been occu- 
pied by them above a century and a half. Here were 
beautiful cornfields and the ancient cemeteries of 
their kindred. But as this spot was comprised within 
the limits of the ceded territory, the Americans 
demandea the evacuation of the village, according to 
the stipulations of the treaty. Black Hawk succeeded 
in convincing Keokuk of the impoiicy or illegality of 
the cession which he had made^ and the latter prom- 
ised to open a negotiation with the Americans, and 
get the village restored. With this expectation, the 
Indians still kept possession of it, till the autumn of 
1830, when they went abroad as usual, on their win- 
ter's hunt. The whites, in their absence, occupied 
the village, and when the Indians returned, they found 
their wigwams filled with intruders. 

The high spirit gf the savage could not endure this 
The chi^s of the tribes resolved to drive out the new 
comers by force ^ w^i proceeded to execute their 
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design. The whites, who were not in sufficient force 
to oppose them, offered to compromise matters by 
living in company with the tribe. This Was agreed 
to ; but tlie whites, as might be expected, took the 
advantage of their associates, and appropriated to 
themselves all the best planting lands. Other impoi- 
sitions were practised upon the Sacs, and at length 
they were ordered to quit the village. Many of them 
complied, but Black Hawk and his party refused. In 
the spring of 1831, the emigrant Indians returned, 
and again took possession. The resolution of the 
Indians to maintain themselves on the spot being' now 
evident, the white intruders began to make public 
complaints of the "encroachments of the Indians.^' 
Moved by these clamors, Eeynolds, the governor of 
Illinois, took the extraordinary measure of declaring 
the state invaded by foreign enemies, and ordered out 
eeyen hundred militia for the public defence. These 
forbes were directed to remove the Indians, dead or 
alive, across the Mississippi. General Gaines, the 
commander of the United States' troops in that quar^ 
ter, being apprehensive that these rash and precipitate 
movements might provoke the Indians to hostilities, 
proceeded to Rock river, to mediate between the two 
parties. The Illinois militia had not arrived, and he 
succeeded in persuading about a third of the Indians 
to remote immediately. The remainder refused to 
leave the place; and the women implored their hus- 
bands to fight rather than al^ndon their homes. 

Guines held a council with Black Hawk on the 7th 
of June. The savage chief came, at the head of his 
band of warriors, armed and painted as if Hor battle. 

T ' 
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He declared lo the general that he would D6t remcM^ 
end that he w^ not «£raid of the Ameri^iie* Not- 
withstandipg these bc3iast9, a9 iKHm as the militia 
arrived ^n the 35th» tke Indinns abandcMaed the place 
without firing a fun. Twp days after, Black Hawk 
made his appearanoe again, with a white iag, and 
demanded a parley. Afi^ a few days' negx^ati^o, a 
treaty was agreed upon, and the Indians xeUnquished 
their claim to the tenritory. 

This pacification, however, was not pf long contina- 
aace. The Indians still retained the feelings of 
exaspemtiou caused hy the harsh treatment which 
they had received, and their unfriendly temper was 
increased hy the imperiect fulfilment of the treaty by 
the Americans. They h^d been promised' a liberal 
suj^y of corn as an indemnUy for the crop^ which 
they hoA been forced to abandon. But the quantity 
they received was far from sufficient to support them^ 
and a party of the Sacs found themselves pbUged, as 
one of their chiefs ^id, to cross the river and ** steal 
the com from their own fielxb.** New complaints 
now arose on both sides; the Indians gathered 
Btrenfth on the west bank of the Mississippi, and 
Black Hawk resolved on commencing a predatory 
war on the frontier settlements. This measure wns 
precipitated by the hostilities which jhad existed 
betwe^i his oipna people and the Menomi^ies and 
Sioux. These hostilities had been allayed for t 
time by the intervention of the whites ; but, in 1831 
a band of Sioox, who were encamped in the neigh 
borhood of the American fort at Prairie du Chien 
were atteoked by Black* Hawk's men, and twenty 
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eigQt of their pumber w^re ^l^^led. Tl^ Ateericanp 
demanded that the mii^rderecs isd^ould be giyen up, but 
Black Haw]£ refused, alleging that it w^ an afiair 
between two Iijdian tribes, who were independent of 
the authority of the United States. Th^ fict, how- 
ever, was committed on the United States' territory, 
and the murdered men were at th^t time under the 
protection of the American government. 

Early in the spring of 1832, Black Hawk had col- 
lected a force of Sacs, Fo^es and Wini^b^goes 
amounting to about a thousand mejo. AX the head 
of this army he crossed the Mississippi and com- 
menced a hostile invasion of the United States. The 
frontier inhabitants, alarmed at the approach of this 
powerful force, abandoned their farms and remote 
settlements. The governor of Illinois ordered oujt ^ ' 
brigade of militia. General Atkinson, the con^- 
mander of the Unite^ State?' troops on that frontier, 
inarched toward the ' scene of hostilities about the 
middle of June. The regular troops and militia 
amounted to ^ three thousand four hundred men. 
Black Hawk knew that he wap unable to resist so strong 
a force, and withdrew from the open country into the 
swamps, from \dience he sent out marauding parties 
against the unprotected settlements. In this manner 
he ravaged the mining districts of Michigan, and mur- 
dered a number of defenceless families. These 
transactions, and the defeat of a party of two hundred 
and seventy Americans, who were attacked ?ind dis- 
persed by Black Hawk, at Sycamore Creek, jspread the 
greatest- alarm throughout ^e country. More troops* 
were ordered from the Qea-coast and qther quarters. 
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Fiye companies of artillery made a rapid march of 
eighteen days from Fortress Monroe, on the Chesa- 
peake, to Chicago, on Lake Michigan, hut were 
unfortunately attacked hy the cholera on the route, 
and the whole rendered unfit for service before they 
reached the seat of war. 

General Scott, who was advancing with the rein- 
forcements to take the command, found it impossible 
to join Atkinson with his forces in season to cooperate 
with him. He, therefore, directed him to pursue the 
campaign without waiting for his arrival. Atkinson 
secured the country and attempted to drive the 
[ndians out of their lurking places. Black Hawk, 
finding himself clo?ely pressed on all sides, began to 
retreat. He abandoned a camp which he had formed 
at the Four Lakes, and moved toward the Mississippi. 
He took the route of the Wisconsin, having been 
assured that the tribes in that quarter would join his 
party, and that he should meet with plentiful supplies 
of provisions. In both of these expectations he was 
disappointed. No allies joined him, provisions were 
not to be procured, and he received advices that the 
American army was in close pursuit of him. About • 
forty miles from Fort Winnebago, as he was about to 
cross the Wisconsin, on the 21st of July, he was 
attacked by an advanced body of the Americans, 
under General Dodge. *The attack began about sun- 
set. The Indians were defeated, but, under cover of 
the night, they escaped acroiss the river. The Amer- 
icans had no boats nor canoes, and, being fatigued by 
the day's march, could not pursue them. 

Black Hawk was now bent solely on the means of 
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«;f^^ipe. On Uie 1st ^ Augius^ ^ be wa» attempt- 
ing to cross the MUsi^9ippi> be mna internipited. by an 
araie4 st^^mboat Wbetbeir k^ jiiUlged bi^ case to be 
so despei^te tbat h^ bad no cow9e I9SL bjut to 3Uiren- 
der, or wbelbe;r be designed Xo pr^ai9e a stral»g»ai is 
uno^rtain. H^ displayed iw^ i^bit^ flags» aod. sent 
opae b^tidred ^nd £fty <tf his s)/^ down to th^ sbore, 
making sig^s ^ sabn^ion. Tbe Americans, sus- 
pecting tbis*to be only a d^€ay, ordered them to s^nd 
one of th^ canoes w b^ai^* Tlw they diecUned 
doing, on which a fire was opened upon tbenv from a 
aix-ppunder, together with a volley p^ musketry. 
Above twenty q{ the Indians w^e kille.di and itbe 
action continued till night, with no loss to the Amer- 
icans, except one m<m wownded- The jie«t day 
Atkinson's aimiy arfiyed, and the conflict was recom- 
menced* Aft^ liuree hpun?' action, the b^iaas were 
totally defeated; great numbers of th^m were driven 
mto the Mississippi, where they were drowned or 
despatched by the American sharp-sluM^rs. Above 
fifiy women and c;hildre|L were captured. Black 
Hawk, in the beat o^" the aiction, stole away, leaving 
all his baggage bebjj^d him, among which were found 
certificates, signed* by British o^ers, t0stifying to his 
good character, fmd tfee services be had rendered by 
his bravery in %btii^ afi^nst the Americans during 
the war of I91g. 

Aft^ the battle, A<I^?<v(l ordered Keokuk to send 

out soi^e of his men and 4«mand the sun^ader of the 

chiefs who had escaped, and particvkrly Black Hawk, 

whom i^ W^s desiral^ to take, alive or dead. This 

^ chief, in thp areaii time, bad fled, with a small party, to 

IV.— 27 
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the WiimelMigo Tillage at Prairie la Cross. He now 
despaired of eluding the vigilance of his pfnrsaers, and 
told the Winnehago chiefe that he wished to suireii- 
der himself to the whi^, and that they miglit pm 
him to death if they pleased, llie warriors, accord* 
iogly, took him into dieir custody. The Winnebago 
\vomen, by general subscription, gave him a suit of 
clothes made of white tanned deer-skin, as a testi- 
monial of their esteem for his gallantry.* Two of the 
Winnebago chiefs then accompanied him to the 
American post of Prairie da Chien, where, on the 27th 
of August, he was delivered into the hands of 6en« 
eral Street Black Hawk addressed the general ir 
the following speech : 

<* You have taken me prisoner with all my warriors. 
I am much grieved, for I expected, if I did not defeat 
you, to hold out much longer, and give you more 
trouble before I surrendered. I tried hard to bring 
you into ambush, but your last general understands 
Indian fighting". The first one was not so wise. 
When I saw that I could not beat you by Indian 
fighting, I determined to rush on you, and fight you 
face to face. I fought hard. But yotlr guns were 
well aimed. The bullets flew like birds in the air, 
and whizzed by our ears like the wind through the 
trees in the winter. • My warriors fell around me ; it 
began to look dismal. I saw my evil day at hand. 
The sun rose dim on us in the morning, and at night 
it sunk in a dark cloud, and looked like a ball of fire. 
That was the last sun that shone on Black Hawk. 
His heart is dead, and no longer beats quick in his 
bosom. He is now a prisoner to the white men ; they * 

Digitized by Google 



9LA0K HAWK* 311 

wilt dc with him. as the^ wish. But he caa stand 
tcMTture, and is not afiraid of death. He is no coward. 
Black Hawk is an Indian. i 

" " He has done nothing for which an Indian ought 
to he ashamed. He has fought for his countrymen, 
the squaws and papooses, against white men, who 
come, year after year, to cheat them and take away 
their lands. Tou know the cause of our making 
>war. It is known to all white men. They ought to 
be ashamed of it. The white men despise the 
Indians, and drive then^ from their homes. . But the 
Indians are not deceitful. The white men speak had 
of the Indian, and look at him spitefully. But the 
Indian does not tell lied ; Indians do not steal. 

" An Indian who is as had as the white men, could 
not live in our nation ; he would he pi|t tp death, and 
eat up hy the wolves* The white men are had school- 
masters; they carry false looks, and deal in fedse 
actions ; they smile in the face of the poor Indian to 
cheat him ; they shake them by the hand to gain thf^ir 
confidence,^ to make them drunk, to deceive them, and 
ruin our wives. We told them to let us ajone, and 
keep away from us ; but they followed on a^d beset 
our paths, and they coiled then^selyes among us like 
the dnake. They poisoned us by their touch. * We 
w^e not safe. We lived in danger. We were 
becoming like them, hypocrites and liars, adulterers, 
l^zy drones, all stalkers, and no workers. 
. ;" We looked up to die Great Spirit. We went to 
mt great father. We were encouraged. Hit great 
council gave us fedr words and big promises; but we 
^0t no; aiatis&etion. Things w^e growing worse. 
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Hieii^ Were no deer kt tht lor^t. Tb^ <^ofisvrm mrf 
beaver W6l« fled ; the sj^ings were &tyitignp^ and oo* 
8quaw8 and papooses without ticiutth to kf^ep thefli 
from starving; ; tv« called a great eont^il iimd baih a 
iarg^ fire. Th^ spirit oif our fiiithei^s eL4d^ aikd sfpclkb 
to us to aveni;^ our wx^ngs ^ d^. Wt a^ spdM 
befbre the eoutieM 6re. h Was Watih dfl^d pleasanl 
We ^et 1% the'wftt-whoS6j{>, aM^gujythe foittahtftHt; 
our knite^ were ready, and th^ h^art of Blac^ Hiwk 
swelted higti fn his^ bdsom when he Idd hia warriors 
to b4tde. He is satiii^iied. ' He Witt gb to the worid 
of sf^ta contented. lie has don«i ¥n duty. His 
tsith^ kill t^t him there, anJd co^inietfd hitti. 

" Bla6^ Hawk k a true Indian, and d^dates td ci^^ 
like a Waman; He fe^ls toi h^ wife, hift children 
aild Mmits* Bat he ddea not oaV6 for himfself. ltd 
car^ for hid nation and the lRd4ai»i. They wiB 
suffir. He lam^ts their fate. The White then do 
not simlp &it h^d ; but they dt> Wors^-^they pt^on 
th6 heart; it is not pu^e wfth them. His Coutttry- 
m^n win not bfe scalped, hut <hey Wifi, in a few yeara, 
beicome like the Whittt iteen, so that yoti ca^*t truM 
them, and i^ie tiiUst h^, as in the White settletn«nt9, 
nearly as many ofllcen^ as men, to tikt Ckre 6f them 
and keep thein ih o^^der. 

«* Farewell, iny ftatidn ! Black HaWkfriM ^o wat^ 
you, and avenge ydur wrongs. Hfe d^mik thfe blood 
of some of the whites. He has be^ taken ptiionetf 
and his plans ate stopped. Be ckh ddiid trhte. He 
*s hdat bis end. Wn ^h is setting, And ^e? WiH Hid 
aomo^e. FareWe^H td Black HkWk.*^ 

7%^ iurrend^r df Black tiawk ]^t att'Md td ilii 

Digitized by Google 



wiU5^ I))inii9 ^ Meaning iw»rtib ftiW^^i©^ VW 
mad# i^d^^^f W|m»ebf|goie^ S^tca ^4 Fo??e8, by tlbe 
teng^Sii^l^cill fha^ phi^f with^^ two sons f^nd five 
Qthfsp ^rineipfij j^4ii(n|3 w^rp (p remf^p in th^ luiadt 
of (||0 Aq(^|ca«s» iaf h<^tag«9 jduripg ^^e pleasii^ pf 
the profiAe^ It was Ihcwg^t advi;|C|b|^ ^o cftpdiu^ 
the piiiKN»ef0 on « Yk^ to aome of thq li^ge ^ties of 
the Uni^ gti^t^s, thfit they inight pany h^P^fs to th^ir 
€0«|»H3Mn9ii BiUch descripdoivs of th? wealth, pi^ula- 
tioQ end wlitwy »tee»gtb of the AP^ricans, e9 to 
^nymce itk^m of the iue^edieafiQy of ^eVer agam 
Hiking up aims against them. Accord^y, they 
ip^re twi^pofti^ to the ^a^t, and, on the SSd of Apri^ 
^SSS, fXfived ftt Washington, whepfe t}iey were 
emitted to f^n interview with Psesident Jfu:kspn* 
From hence they proceeded to Fortress Monroe, on 
the i^fa^ee of ihe Chesf^peak^i where it wa3 ^itc^ndad to 
detain th^n for some time, but early in Jnne they ' 
recoxninenoed their tour. Black Hawk tpok h^ 
leave of Xl^^lnmel Eustis, the commander of the fort, in 
the f^l^^lng speech : 

" Bjr^th^, I have cpro^ on niy own pe^, ^nd in 
behalf pf ipEky cnnipanions, to bid ypu farewell. Our 
great^Mher has at length been pleased to pe^nit us 
to re^u^ to our hunting-gronnds.' We hftve bnrie4 
the tQn^^wkt Aud the sonnd of the ];ifle will here- 
after KH^ly bring dofith to the deer s^nd the bufl^lo^ 
Brother, jrpn have greeted the r^d mep veaty j^indly. 
Your sqnaws hf^^e miide them presents, f^nd ypu h^^YA 
given thein plenty to.^and drink* The sp^uiory of 
your gfien^bip wiU TtnrrHm till the Qr^f^t Spirit si^ii 
it is lifD» {fff Bb^k Bai^k to sieg h^ ^th iqi^ 
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Brother, yotir houses are as numerous as the leaves ^ 
upon the trees ; and your young warriors are like the 
sands upon the shore of the big lake which rolls 
before us. .The red man has but few houses and few 
warriors, but the red man has a heart which throbs 
as warmly as the heart of his white brother. Th*e 
Great Spirit has given us our hunting-grounds, and 
the skin of the deer, which we kill there, is his 
favorite, for its color is white, and this is the emblem 
of peace. This hunting-dress and these feathers of 
the eagle are white. Accept these, my brother. I 
have given one like this to the White Otter. Accept 
it as a memorial of Black Hawk. When he is &r 
away, this will serve to remind you of him. May 
the Great Spirit bless you and your children. Fare- 
well." 

They were then carried to Norfolk, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and New York, where they were grati- 
fied and amazed at the sight of the immense crowds 
of spectators who flocked from all quarters to obtain 
a view of them. The prospect of the navy yards, 
arsenals and ships of war, caused them, as was 
expected, to feel the weakness and insignificance of 
their own nation in comparison with the American. 
Black Hawk exclaimed, " I once thought I could con-> 
quer the whites ; my heart grew bitter, and my hands 
strong. I dug up the tomahawk, and led my warriors 
on to fight. But the white men wete mighty. I and 
my people failed. I see the strength of the white 
men. I will be the white man's friend^ I will go to 
my people and speak good of the white men. I 
wUl tell them that they are like the leaves of the 
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forest, — very many — ^very strong, — and that I wfll 
fight no more against them." 

From New York they returned, by the way of 
Albany and the lakes, to the Upper Mississippi, 
where they were set at liberty. Black Hawk had 
little opportunity, after this period, to signalize him- 
self by any martial deeds. By the invitation of the 
government of the United States, he again, in 1837, 
visited the Atlantic states, in company with many of 
the chiefs of different tribes. They proceeded as far 
as Boston, and were received with public ceremonies 
in every quarter. The remainder of the life of Black 
Hawk offers nothing particularly worthy of being 
recorded. He died at his residence on the Des 
Moines, on the 3d of October, 1838. 

The character of Black Hawk is not marked by 
any very striking or peculiar qualities to distinguish 
him among the multitude of savage leaders. The 
reputation which he enjoyed during his life-time, has 
brought him under our notice in this work, rather 
than the talents which he exhibited in war or council. 
His name was once the terror of the western frontier, 
but his military exploits fade into insignificance when 
compared with those of Philip, Pontiac, Brant and 
Tecumseh. 
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PARLEY'S CABINET LIBRARY, 

For Schools and Families. ' 

This work coniists of Twenty Volumei, and containf 
117 jive kun^wi different subjects^ and is illustrated by Jiw 
hundred Engravings, 

QjT It is an entirely original series, recently written and 
eompleted by S. G. Goodrich j the author of reter Paxley • 
Tales. 

O* This is the only Ubrary that has been expressly written 
for a School and Family Library, it is adopted into many of . 
the libraries of the leading schools and seminaries in New 
England and New ToHe, and has been introduced, in the 
■pace of a few months, into more than three thousand fami* 
lies, in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. 

Th« following is a list of the Volumes, each containing 
about 320 pages^ 16mo. : — 

BIOGRAPHICAI. DEPARTMENT. 

Vol. 1. — Lives of Famous Mem of Moozrh Times. 
^ 2. — Lives of Famous Men of Ancient Times. 
** 3. — Curiosities of Human Nature ; or, The Livxs 

OF Eccentric and Wonderful Persons. 
** 4. — Lives or Benefactors; including Patrioti, 

Inventors, Discoverers, &0, ^ 

** 5. — Lives of Famous American Indians. 
** 6.— -XiiVES OF Celebrated Women. 

HISTORICAL DEPARTiilENT. 

M 7. — Li«HTS AND Shadows of American Hi'stort, 
*< 8.-* Lights AND Shadows of European Uistobt 
«« 9. — Lights and S'-'-'-^fs of Asiatic History. 
^ 10. — Lights akd Shadows or African Histort 
** 11.— -History of the American Indiai^h. 
** 12. — Manners, Customs, and Antiquities of tii 
American Indians. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

^ 13. — - A Glance at the Sciences, AsxRONOftiri Natv 

RAL Philosophy, &c, 
it 14.— -Wonders of Geology. 
•• 15. — Anecdotes of the Animal Kingdom. 
** 16. — A Glance at Philosophy, Mental, Moral^ 

AND iSociAL. 
; n 17. — Boos OF Literature, Avoixht avo MoDxm% 

W TH Spicimbvs. 
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Vol.18. — E5TERPRI8E, IVDUSTRT, AND AbT OF MaH. 

*f 19. — MAlfK1(R8 AND CuBTOMS OF ALL NATIOlTt 

•• 90. — T3f World and its Inhabitants. 

07 These worki are deigned to exhibit, m a populat 
form, SxLECT Biographies, Ancient and Modern; th« 
Wonders uid Curiosities of History, Nature, ARt, Sci* 
Bvcs, AND Philosopht, With the Praotical Duties of Life. 

It cannot be deemed invidioas to sar, that no similar work 
has met with equal fkyor at the hands of the public, as tlM 
following testimonials, among many others, will show . — 
Tke Hon, H. Q, Otis, qf Boston, «ay«, Jwe 4, 1845, 

I view it as the baft compendium of nsefUl leerning tnd informatkMi, rs 
•pecting its piopoMd eootena, for tko uoo «f young poroono and oekoaU, 
toat bai lUlea wiUUn my kilowledffe* It aboundB in illuetmliooe of th« 
history of tlie world, and tbe customs and mannejs of nations, tbat sMqr ^ 
road ff gen&ral oeholaro of any ago, with pleasure. 

Tko Rov, Dr, Spraguo oayo, JObany, Juno 10, 1845, 
I regard the Cabinet Libraiy as a most important accession to the meaaa 
of inteUectoal and qnoral culture, especially m respect to the rising genera- 
tion. But while it is peculiarly adapted to the ypung, it may be read by 
persons of any age with both pleasure and profit. To men of business, who 
have not leisure to read extensiirefy, and indeed to all who would keep up 
with the times, the work is invaluable. It is also suited to the various 
members of the flunily circle. 0^ and Is among tho vory boH if tko libnbioo 
for pnbUe oehoolo, I learn that it is introduced into the public schools of 
this dtv, (illbany,) and various other places, and I cannot doubt tbat it 
will ultimately be adopted in our seminaries or learning generally. 

Ckarloo Sprague, E$q., of Boston, oayo, Juno 94, ]845j 
I ^ve read, with both pleasure and prodt, all the numbers of your very 
lAstructive Cabinet Libraiy. My (Viend and namesake, the R^v. Or. 3pragne, 
has ao exactly expressed my opinion of tlM work, that I need only Mopi 
his language, in recommending it, as I ebeeifuUy dp, to the ftvoiabto 
attention of both teachers and leamen. ^ 

FVom tko Q,uiney Patriot, July 8. 
Wejteommend it (Parley's Cabinet Library) as pMaliarly valvalUe to 



MiUies. We often see one young man taking preoedence of otheis in the 
race of life. If we could road his history minutely, we should see the 
explanation of the case to be, that he had a better head or a better heart 



Chan others. Now we know of no works so wen calculated to mould the 
head and heart aright. as thow of ** Peter Parley.'* 

Tboae parents who yrUh to have their ehildren " go i^ead *> la lUi^ 
ahMild place Parle]r*s Cabinet Library within their reach. We have nevei 
seen a work better suited to bestow Instructioa, or that Inculcates tnrth la 
a man pleasant ftshion* 

f^om tho Botton Courier, July 8. 



^Iiey are exceedingly agreeable books, and such u yotfng and did bsv 
•eruse with pleasure and profit. The moral and religious account to whkt 
the author turns every subject must render the woric peeuUarly initable 



to the ftmiily and the school library. We chec^rAiUy comjnead the amk 
fo the pvblio as one of sterling value. 

Prom tko Booton Jttiqo, May 8. 
tt Is a fsmpact Ikmtty and school libraiy of substantial reading, <whlqh is 
•^MMiiupMofi^, aad wholesome hi lUmbral, so<M, aad tMfim 
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W« lUDinhr ioliw m^u we Imve been better jAeaMd wih'A pakAo*. 

^Vmi HmiU?9 Merekma*4MagatiMi^'B^tMAert 1645. 

TfdB WDtk, ADW utmnle^c, k tli^ nKitft elittHinifi? cT the works of the ««« 
Ifavf for tlH young ; iLnd ire tbmK il quite Uie but. It ia a (i^Pf ^/Mfi. 
vid (jtitiini irlmiilL^d to i:ijlU^'^iita d. t^te f^' this Kind of n-^idkig. [t 1^ nula 
JiiU 'Mruth |i stmnger timn flctlcmi" md no one who hm wmseA ihesa 
^get csLti feel any necessity fur Bcwkiii^ AXCluiiDeni In ihc hi(ih-wrau£la 
psgei cf romance. Every subject tmiched by the author leerivs inT*«t^ 
wail a iivc^ty tnttin-flt^ »iid evuu dry iLiUstic« art! mvidtii, liJct; st^ei be- 
nealh the gLmkes of thft nint^lu yield tparks c^culatecl to kindJe themind. 
Id trwitiiig of Ih** if on raanufatture, — ii rather hard gLUiject^ it would aiiwin, 
— we arp tLJd thal^ evfry *' working dj^, fifty trjilhoni of tiaU^ ere raade^ 
tHHtghlj Bold, and uaed in the Unimd Stales ; ^' nnd^ in tpeq.klne of tte uiai^ 
uibrtura f>f fflttor^, we me informed that tho Mtjrriniactk iiiiMi vt Low fill 
ftlone ^* spiu II tbiuad of tuffleieat lengUi to belt the worJd, al tlie equatof, 
La ivrct houra.^' 

The work wu donbtleat Intended fnr the yeung ; and we thUik It qviip 
equal, for thld object, ta any thlo^ Liiat Imi been proJucMl ; yat it U aJea 
mi led to the penual of all {iljuaes^ etpealally to ntPLi of buRine§Bf wJio find 
Litttu li^ijurt) for r(!adiTi({i and wim ytii ftre uii^ililuK; in be kft behind in 
ihe ^eit mairh of knowledge and ijqpravenien'- ^s iAfrt u nais a Mtran/r d«- 

■Hencf thiM «A-i» Ce* Llis Aih£JU of tUi vrA^ ard H^irnu tffohtAini»£ ^wk* fw 
thi* Qhjtat, They tfre ^JupirMuinaUy arnQJi^ ihe best tk^ huTH bttn prtpm^ed 
fur tski^l iibraritMf bting furry toay attrantt^e snet hutt^ciitie. 

No one can fall to be pJtvEi^d with the aiinpllfity and elegnntw of the 
ftyie, and with the vein of cheerfLUne^i:, bumanitj, and morality, whUk 
runii ihrungb ibe pa^L'ji of the volumes, Tjie: iiioml influence of ihe wotk^ 
e^pecinlly u\mu the yonD|f, cannot fbil to b^ In Iho hi^lie^t degree effective 
and nalutaiy^ , 

TtuiyiVnlmt&ttmiMMn mvwA gnteeful latyle, mi4 .«)» eu&pjl^d ftepp 
the most authentic eourcei. They will be found hjghly attractive to young 
people of both fctzea, and woitliy to be tead by peitona of nuituie afe. 

It would be difficult to find any where, In such convenient eonm 
■o much healthy and palatable jGokmI fimtj» jrowthlW mind as is f 
h|r.Jf9de7f> ^ HBff^ T-mrft^r 

Weknow •rnotarieeof volumes iOn ikindied ^subjects so goodM IImmi 
AkrparanKs to put into'the hands of theh' eWMxen. ft 4b due tsot only ilp 
ttie author, who •liaaffeAdeied treat seivioe <o the < cauae iof iAmeriaan III' 
eiatttre,but totfae work ilsdlf|«iid to4he best iintaiests^ofithe youth. Af^ow 
■a|^n,.ttMtrthmi|rQlumi9* alKMild be scattered all over tke land. 
JVvHi^Cft« Ahis Enflmtd PuriUm, 

W< ecrthliy iefnmmimd<h»wftrlt,tathe;iwruaal(0f.j|jft. 
W^tm tike Auim P^t, Main ^ 

Th$ esiy VH veHk qf it$ tla** la Farley's Cabinet -iibiaiy. It eawblnea 
a vast /.d^ of useful tiifprroation, conve/ed fn an elceedingly ImersstiiM 



style. The beau^ of .the typographicaf-e:[(ecution, the eiieiqmess of l 
volumes, and the neat Intrinsic merit «f Ihehr contents, must remiertlM 
mniJL one of^fenend popuUulty 

SS'jfm the 9agUm Co^riiTt Maiff 18. 

Mmbpmmivm^ >o largely flom Hr. GoodricQ*s work, we o<ig||t || 

■y—wbat It richly merits ^th> it Is a pleasing and useful aeriea,a«i 



,.^^WS ■■■■■■■ KBkWm 

Vol. 18. — E5T ^,.#4^ ^ 

*u. — 1 ^.^tw^^^fif^^ imenimiriT < 






form, 8sL 



form, Bkl' ^^i^SSw- ^0f MmUm , 






follow^ 



Ivf 
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2Em fl^^^.^n^f'K^'P^W' HiaiwnlmparUtolitatoiTaDdblof- 

Uri j^f^^^^^i'^'i^^^^. at thi eruoediiiev it unfold* ikh and 

MP 5t*L^*'*7af pn*ci^cal ami tiieful knowledge. 

^^tf^fHii inui^r^i u(i vejietal^Ce Uogdoow of BatDm BNMat. 
W«f7>i^^, 1^6 attraction* af a ^mad moMiun. The puuicatloa 
SSfi ^Si^Er*^ ^^^' a^^nipl'^^ Qiiicli, In OUT (minion, to ewdiete 
''^o^^fbr^ctioa which engrcsaea bo extenitveqr the pnbiie mind. 
C rtf^^'w <J^<>^ vohimea will erniv^ncfl the nador that nalitjr haa 
^ P«f**%«p(, And ibr ED one BaiisryiDA than thoaa of the ideal world. 
iiu'*' f ^0 Tt'orlc , comprehended w jtEJn equal limita, oapahlo of afbid- 



it^l^^isf ii*^^ vohimea will erniv^ncfl the nadar that nalitjr haa 

^ fl^'^'titeni, ^f^ l^c ^0^ Baiisryinf than thooo of the ideal world. 

ii#i*' 55^0 worlt, comprehended wJtaJn 

fff^JJifltftUecHiftl banquetiJig. 

^ ^Vom £^ Bostctn TrgxiUir, 

. jjff^it bui a dlaehaifK of our dat;^ to our leadeia, to one thla ?al- 

ISS^ <V<" ^^'^ attention. The whole aeriea wOl ooat bat a trUa^ 
*JriMf iB*3^ *>^ doabtleaa will be the deciding meana of inaniing mo- 
2^ Smb to maiqr a youth who ahall enjoy the meani of leading then. 

ivy «v writton in a pleaaing ityle, and are enUrenad by nunMrana 
gIMiaetariitie anaedotoa. The aaiieB wiU finrn a veiy ▼alOBhla Ubmy. 

It la an admhaUe publication for the ftmUy and a chod Ubiaiy. Ita top- 
iei an intansting and important, and precanted in aaimple but aflbctiva 
iQfla. 

JVma tkt BMUmJUUUf 

FMey^ Cabinet Libiaiy la worthy of aU eneouragement. It ia cheap 
not only in piomiae. but in (bet It ia alao calculated to azerelM a whol»- 
aome iaihwnea. Like eyeiy thing from the nme author, it atoongly in- 
anlcatei virtue and nligion, and at the nme time it airaya truth in a gulaa 
aoeanal^ and altractiye, that it ia likely to win many yotaiiea of fletioa 
to companlonihlp with it Than it great need of auchwoilu at thla tima 

BoABD or EnuoATiair, I 1 

Wheiaaa, the Board of Educatton hare ozamtned a aarfea of boaka 
called « Parley*k Cabinet Library,'* now in courae of publication by Samuel 
O. Goodrich, Eaq.^ (the celebratod Fcter Parley,) embracing, in the conraa 
of twenty yolumea, the varioua aubjecto of hiatory, blograpoy, nogiapby, 
the manner! and cuctomc of dUlbrent nationc, the condinon of the aitt^ 
adaneea, dec } and whereaa, thla Board an aatiafled that the aame an hl^ 
|y uaeftu to the young t thenfon, 

Beoolved, that we reoommand that the lame be procured by truateaa ftr 
fkaaamalachoollibrariaa, at the earliartpnatoBbia period. Atruacoor 
tflbamimiiea, ^ "^ tlf. iUm. mtJSr 
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ilMttltiicalcalrtadiiotoalytoiimractaadi— ■e,t«ttocn<t¥Htvliii 
MM and patiiotie MatiBeiiti. WMIi tkoM wlw nad Ibr BMie UMMMBt, 

ittowolti«f<lr■ttMltioi^fortlM■■tllorta■lMMlolli|r«o><l*v<^<0 th^ 
ttotk lU t]i0 dnoM of Octioa. 

JVmi Of .AlMf dUMrtiMT. 
itoi^)^tDt>>aMiiodorttwaH«»«M'^w^ylJtwiai»ililPwfcoate 

Tba TotaflMi aie iDiMtntad wtth i|Mtad wood oapaTlBCi, and prlaied 
iBl>kldB«»*aBMteitiljl0. AttofBtber, dMV laewiU dMidodlj the moal 
■i U»ct i f>ta | i pwwia co«atoMitlacandfcn%qfamrwqifaiWolift?#aottfcf 
akwfftiiM. 



Fiutej^ OaUaet Llteuy to a pabUcatioB of nrt acdtoiMa. No 
ifdie pmott dqr imraeCt tbe tbaaaea of wlikh he ti 



> tveats withUvoUar iBlw- 



aHiliaBdiewoll-laiowBPeCarPaitoj. His|miiB|iartatoliirtonraBdbJ 

nplijtliedianncfiMuiieojwliil^attlMMmettaevitiuiftl^ 

•Bduliif tiwraiM of pnctkal and umAiI know ledge. 

Tba animal, tbe minetal, and ye g et a b l e MngdflMa of natnm weaaiif, 
beneath hie pendl, the attnetionik of a gnndmoaeiuB. The pnbUeatleft 



if hia OaUnet Uknn will acnwnpMeh mnch, in onr oninion, to c 
Iba aajBfneei toft fletion whkh enaroaiee lo aztenelvelf the pnbt 
Tbe peraial of tboae Toliunee will eonvinee the nader that nalitjr haa 



ifiNrlletkMiwhleb ^ 

of tboae Toliunee i 

cbanna aa potent, and ftr move aatiiiyinf than tboae of the ideal worid. 
We know of no work, eooqirabended within eqoal Umiti, aapahle of afbid- 
jic lieber lateOectnal baaoaeting* < 

J»wa tk» BMt§m T V mi tt w, 

Wedeeniitbatadiaeharfeof OQrdntjtooarnadeia, to one tUaval- 

taUaeeiieB upon their attention. Tbe whole eerieewfflooet bat a trifle^ 

jrat thear may and doobtleee will be the deciding meana of inaulng mo- 

•eaa in lUb to maiqr a youth who ahall ea|oj tbe meani of reading them. 

They aia written in a pieaiing atyle, and am enUrened by nnmaraaa 
^^ .^ ... _ -^ . ^- rvabmhielitaaiy. 



Tbe eerioB will finrn a veiy i 
JWaifle £Mmi PmC, 
ft ia an admhaUe publication for the ftmUy and acbool Ubraiy. Ita top- 
ki aia intereiting uid important, and preeented in a aimple but eflbctiv* 

JVmi lAe £Me» dfltfa*, 

Fbrley^ OaUnet Libiary ia worthy of aU eneouragBment. ft ie cheap 
not only in pnaniie. but in (bet ft ie alao calculated to exerciee a wbal»- 
aome iaftwnce. like every thing ftom the aame author, it atvongly in- 
anlcateaTiitue and religion, and at tbe aame time it airaye truth In a guiaa 
ao eamel^ and attractire, that it ia likely to win many Totarlee of lletioa 
to oompantoBahip with it There ia great need of eucbwoifca at tbiethna 

BoABD or Ei»uoATioir, I i 
OUp^JtMA«iUr, &|rt.9. i 

Wbereaa, the Board of EdneatioB have eramhwd a aerfea of booka 
oaUed « Parley^ Cabinet Library,'' now In oourae of publicatkm by Samuel 
O. Goodrich, Eeq^ (tbe celebrated Feter Parley,) embracing in the conrea 
of twenty yolumea, tba varioua eul^jeeta of hiatory, biogrBMy, geograpby, 
tbe mannen and cuitoma of diflbrent naUone, the condition of the aitt^ 
adeneee, dec } and wbereaa, thia Board are aatiafled that the aame are bi^ 
tf uaeftu to tbe young: therefore, 

Beeelved, that we reonmmend that the iame be procured ty truateee ftr 
the eeTerBlecboollibrariaa,attheear'^ '^^ '-' " 



tf Iba miniite^ ' •"*^ P«««»^ITg°Jj^«™y^. 
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